The Proclamation

Dearly loved brothers and sisters, the Christian life is a life found in Christ, redeemed from sin,
and consecrated to God. We are those who have entered into this life and have been admitted into
the new covenant of Jesus Christ. He is the Mediator of this covenant. He sealed it with His own
blood so it would last forever.

On one side of this covenant stands God, who promises to give us new life in Jesus Christ, the
author and perfector of our faith. Every day God proves His goodness and grace to us, showing us
that His promise still stands firm.

On the other side, we stand as those who promise to no longer live life for ourselves but instead
to only live for Jesus Christ because He has loved us and given His life for us.

There are times in our lives when it is important for us to remember and reaffirm our promises
and vows. In this same way, we come today to renew our covenant with God. Many generations
have done this before us. Today we make the covenant our own, renewing with both joy and sinceri-
ty the covenant that binds us all to God.

The Confession

We are those who seek to live as true disciples of Jesus Christ, but sometimes we fall short. Let
us now examine ourselves before God, humbly confessing our sins and submitting our hearts so that
we do not deceive ourselves and cut ourselves away from God. Let us pray:

Father God, You have set forth the way of life through Your Son Jesus Christ, whom You
love dearly. We shamefully confess that we have been slow to learn of Him and have been
reluctant to follow Him. You have spoken and called to us but we have not listened. You have
revealed Your beauty to us, but we have been blind. You have stretched out Your hands to us
through our friends, but we have passed by them. We have accepted Your gifts and offered
little thanks. We are unworthy of Your unchanging love.

We now confess to you our sins.
Please forgive us for the poverty of our worship...
for the selfishness of our prayers...
for our inconsistency and unbelief...
for the ways we neglect fellowship and Your grace...
for our hesitation to tell others about Christ....
for the ways we deceive others...

Forgive us for when we waste time and when we misuse the gifts you have given us. For-
give us for when we have made excuses for the wrong things we have done and when we
have
purposefully avoided responsibility.

Forgive us that we have been unwilling to overcome evil with good and that we have not been
ready to carry our cross. Forgive us that we have not allowed Your love to work through us to help
others and that we have not made their suffering our own. Forgive us for those times when instead
of working for unity we made it hard for others to live with us because of our lack of forgiveness, in-
considerate judgment, and quick criticism.

Forgive us for when we have not tried to reconcile with others and when we have been
slow to seek redemption.

Forgive us also for these sins that we silently confess to you now.

Words of Assurance and Pardon
God, the Father of all mercies, is faithful to cleanse us from our sins and restore us to Christ’s
image. Praise and glory be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! Amen.

Offering
Doxology

The Invitation

Let us gathered here before the Lord now in covenant commit ourselves to Christ as his
servants. Let us give ourselves to Him so that we may fully belong to Him. Jesus Christ has
left us with many services to be done. Some of these services are easy and honorable, but
some are difficult and disgraceful. Some line up with our desires and interests, others are con-
trary to both. In some we please both Christ and ourselves, but then there are other works
where we cannot please Christ except by denying ourselves.
Jesus Christ, we offer You this prayer:

Let me be Your servant. Let me follow your commands. | will no longer follow my own
desires. | give myself completely to your will.

The power and strength to live as true servants is given to us in Christ. We accept the place
and work that He gives us, acknowledging that He alone will be our reward.

I am not my own. | am Yours alone. Make me into what You will. Rank me with those
You will. Put me to use for You. Put me to suffering for You. Let me be
employed for You. Let me be laid aside for You. Let me be lifted high for You. Let me be
brought low for You. Let me be full or let me be empty. Let me have all things or let me
have nothing. With a willing heart, | freely give everything to Your pleasure and dispos-
al.

Christ is Savior to those who are His true servants. He is the source of all salvation to those
who obey. To be His servant is to consent fully to His will. Christ accepts nothing less. Christ
will be all in all, or he will be nothing.

Now confirm this truth in holy covenant. Make it a reality in your life in these three ways:

First, set apart time in your day, more than once, to be spent alone with the Lord. Seek to per-
ceive God’s special care for you and gracious acceptance of you. Carefully think through the
words of this covenant and its conditions. Examine your heart, even if you have freely given
your life to Christ. Name the sins in your life. Reflect on whether you are willing to choose
Christ’s holy laws and strict commands. Be sure you are clear in all of these so you do not lie
to God!

Second, uphold a serious spirit of holy awe and reverence.

Third, claim God’s covenant. Do not trust in your own strength and power but rely upon God’s
promise of giving grace and strength. In this way, He will empower you to keep your promise.
Fourth, be determined to be faithful. You have given your heart and life to God. You have
opened your mouth to dedicate yourself to the Lord. With God’s power, never go back to your
former way of living.

And last, be prepared to renew your covenant with God. Fall on your knees. Lift your hands.
Open your hearts.

The Covenant Prayer
Let us pray together:

My righteous God, for the sake of Your Son Jesus Christ, see me now as | fall down
before You. Forgive my unfaithfulness when | have not done your will. You promise
mercy if | turn to You with my whole heart.



God requires that you rid yourself of every idol in your life.

From the bottom of my heart, | here and now renounce every idol in my life, covenanting
with You that | will not commit any known sin. By turning against Your will | have turned my
love toward the world. In Your power | will watch for any temptation that will lead me away
from You.

Through Jesus Christ, God offers to be your God again, if you allow Him to be.

Before all heaven and earth, | here and now acknowledge You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
as my Lord and God. | vow to give all of myself, body and soul, to be Your servant and to serve
You in holiness and righteousness all the days of my life.

Jesus Christ is the only way and means to God. God has given us Jesus as the way and means to
salvation.

Jesus, | here and now accept You as the only new and living Way. | join myself in covenant
with You. | come to You hungry, sinful, miserable, blind, and naked, unworthy even to wash
the feet of Your servants. With all my power, | accept You as my Lord and Head. | renounce my
own unworthiness, and vow that You are the Lord, my righteousness. | renounce my own
wisdom and take You for my only guide. | renounce my own will and take Your will as my law.

Christ has told you that you must suffer with him.

Jesus, | here and now make this covenant with You and accept whatever comes in life.
Through Your grace | promise that neither life nor death will separate me from You.

God has given holy laws as the rule of your life.

| here and now willingly take on Your yoke and burden. All Your laws are holy, just, and
good. | accept them as the rule for my words, thoughts, and actions, promising | will strive to
order my whole life around your direction. | will not allow myself to neglect anything | know to
be my duty.

The Almighty God searches and knows you, even the thoughts of your heart.
People:

O God, You know that we have made this covenant today in sincerity, without deceit or
reluctance. If You find anything false in us, guide us and help us to set it right. And now, glory
be to You, God the Father. From this day forward, | shall look upon You as my God and Father.
Glory be to You, God the Son. You have loved me and washed me from my sins in Your own
blood. From this day forward, | shall look upon You as my Savior and Redeemer. Glory be to
You, O God the Holy Spirit. By Your almighty power, You have turned my heart from sin to
God. From this day forward | shall look upon You as my Comforter and Guide. O mighty God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, you have now become my Covenant Friend. And |, through Your
infinite grace, have become Your covenant servant. You are mine and | am Yours. So be it. May
this covenant that | have made here on earth be ratified in heaven. Amen.

Holy Communion

Song A Charge to Keep | Have UMH 413

Dismissal with Blessing
May our God, who establishes covenant relationship with those who seek to enter the Kingdom, be
with you always. May Jesus Christ, who seals the new covenant with his blood on the cross, bring you
peace. May the Holy Spirit guide your life both now and for ever. Go in peace to serve the Lord!
Amen!
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January 7, 2024
Wesley’s Covenant Service

Greeting
Leader: Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations

People: You are the one true God who reigns forever.
Opening prayer

Almighty God, You search our hearts and you see every part of us. All our de-
sires are known to You, and from you no secrets are hidden. By the inspiration of
Your Holy Spirit, cleanse our hearts so we may perfectly love you and glorify Your
holy name. We pray this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Song: O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing (vss 1,2,3,4 & 6) UMH 57
The Lord’s Prayer
Now as God’s dearly loved children, let us pray together:

Our Father in heaven, holy is Your Name

Your Kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us

today Your daily bread

And forgive our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil

For the Kingdom, the power, and glory are Yours, both now and forever. Amen.

Scripture Lesson 2 Kings 23:1-3

Then the king summoned all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 2 And the king went up
to the Temple of the LORD with all the people of Judah and Jerusalem, along with the
priests and the prophets—all the people from the least to the greatest. There the king
read to them the entire Book of the Covenant that had been found in the LORD’s Tem-
ple. > The king took his place of authority beside the pillar and renewed the covenant in
the LORD’s presence. He pledged to obey the LORD by keeping all his commands, laws,
and decrees with all his heart and soul. In this way, he confirmed all the terms of the
covenant that were written in the scroll, and all the people pledged themselves to the
covenant.



Announcements - January 7, 2024 ||

The Logos Sunday

School class will start a

new four-week Bible stud
on Paul’s Letter to the

Philippians on January 7,
2024. Joins us as we ex-
plore God’s word. Logos

%.. PYG will have a
G’ scavenger hunt
~ from 5-7pm on
January 21st
around Fort Mill! RSVP on
the BAND app or contact
jessica@pumcfortmill.org

y

|Bethel Shelters

Bethel Men’s Shelter
Monday, January 22nd
Donate, cook or serve.
We will serve "breakfast for dinner"
for approximately 80 men. Sign up in
the coffee connection room if you are
not already on the Sign-Up Genius

q Bethel Men’s Shelter
January 28—February 11

| Bethel Shelters

PUMC will host as an
overflow shelter for
Bethel Men Shelter
1/28-2/11. Scan the QR
code to volunteer as a
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SWEETHEART
Ball «

Saturday, February 17th ™
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B A Six-Week Study
b Starts January 17
Cmew 6-7pm
Chirisfian '(7 Book cost $10
. s~/ Nicolas@pumcfortmill.org

A new study based on the classic book by
C.S. Lewis. The cost of the book is $10
Contact Nicolas@pumcfortmill.org with

Chili Cook-Off
and
Kids Dessert
Bake Off

5PM

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH
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items needed: canned vegetables, cereal,

Fort Mill Care Center grocery cart is in the
Coffee Connections Room. Continuous

CLANG BUCKETS

Clang Buckets
Sunday, January 7

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCIAL REPORT 9 & 11am
December 31, 2023 During Wee Worship,
$14,110 is needed each week to meet our annual budget of $733,741, the children wil
we received $18,440 this week collect change for La

Limye. Bring your coins

$582,581 has been received towards the General and Building Funds to change the lives of

$620,211 has been spent from the General and Building Funds

$48,335 Cash Available to Support Church Expenses,
Missions & Ministries

$772,635 Loan balance for Building

Ways to Give
Cash & Checks accepted every Sunday during Offering!

Visit us at www.pumcfortmill.org/give/

Via Zelle App - gifts@pumcfortmill.org
Transfer Stocks, Bonds, Brokerage Assets
Mail or Drop-off your gift during regular office hours
Have questions about giving?

GIVE ONLINE

Please contact PUMC's part-time Financial Associate, Mayra Leon at O
accounting@pumcfortmill.org

For More Information Contact :

Senior Pastor David Taylor david@pumcfortmill.org
Pastor’s Cell: 864.360.2057
dhodges@pumcfortmill.org
gantheman2014@gmail.com
gregrmillett@gmail.com
nicolas@pumcfortmill.org
jessica@pumcfortmill.org
denise@pumcfortmill.org
accounting@pumcfortmill.org
dharding@pumcfortmill.org

jmcdade@comporium.net

Director of Music Ministries David Hodges
Contemporary Worship Leader Mark Gannon
Media/Audio-Visual Specialist Greg Millett
Children & Family Ministries Nicolas Gold
Director of Youth Ministries Jessica Inman
Office Manager Denise Watson
Financial Associate Mayra Leon
Church Musician & Accompanist Denise Harding
Prayer Requests Jean McDade

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:00 am - 12:30 pm (803) 548-0102
Location:
1691 Highway 160 West, Fort Mill, SC 29708
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