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OFFERINGS & REFLECTIONS
ADVENT SEASON?

Dear Church Family and Friends,

Currently, | am in the process preparing myself for the season of Advent, the coming of Christ. Yes, during
August and September, | am preparing for Advent and Christmas. This research and in-depth study provide
me the spiritual direction to lead worship during the season of Advent.

As | read and reflect upon the stories of Advent and the unlikely selection of Mary to be the mother of
Jesus, | remember the times God has shown himself to me in my dreams. Dreams of becoming a pastor,
dreams of how a church could become a beacon in the small-town community by feeding the hungry.
Dreams of how God could work in a community if they only had a place for families, youth, and children
to learn and grow in their relationship with God. | had a dream of how church could provide resources to

support people who are living in poverty to find their way out of poverty.

What are your dreams for our church? How can we be a beacon to those who have lost their way or those who are seeking hope in the
midst of a fearful world? What is it that is stealing your joy? The joy of knowing and living in the presence of God? The joy of knowing

the Lord has come, is coming and is indeed a mighty presence in our world today. What are we missing? Who are we missing? How can
continued on page 2

PHILLY YOUTH GROUP (PYG)

The summer has been a blast for PYG!
We finished out July with laser tag
and a lake party where we welcomed
rising 6th graders. We will have our |-
PYG kickoff on September 10" from
5-6:30pm. All parents are asked to [=
stay the first 20 minutes to learn more
about what's happening in PYG. We
will be starting a study called Going

Places which is a 4 week study in the =
Gospels on friendship.

PYG adopted a portion of a stream
from Walter Elisha Park to Harris Street Park. On September 24"
from 4-7pm, we will walk the stream to clean it from debris. If you
can’t make this date there will be another opportunity in the spring.

On select Wednesday nights, we will have service project
opportunities for 61"-12% graders from 6-7pm. In September we will
make meals for Defend the Fatherless and put together fishing kits
and Lego scenes for Operation Christmas Child.

continued on page 6
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OFFERINGS & REFLECTIONS

continued from page 1
we re- discover the joy of knowing the love of Christ?

l invite you to be in prayer for me, your church staff, and each other
as we prepare ourselves for Advent. Pray that all feel the joy that
comes as we celebrate all that God has done, is doing and will
continue to do for all who believe.

See you in the pews, meet you at the altar,

David Taylor, Senior Pastor
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MISSIONS COMMITTEE
Bethel Men's Shelter

On July 19*, we served a
delicious meal of summer
vegetables and fruit. The
numbers were greater
than usual for summer -
we served 40+ men and
| staffl The men loved the
I meal - ham, rotisserie
chicken, creamed corn,
green beans, summer squash, butter beans, tomatoes, cucumbers,
zucchini bread, corn bread, loaf bread (for sandwiches), cantaloupe
and watermelon. They kept talking about how they appreciated
the home-grown vegetables and fruits. Thanks to all who donated
food, breakfast bag items, clothing / personal items, and time
to deliver and serve the dinner. Our next opportunity to serve is
Monday, October the 23", Sign up in the Coffee Connections Room
to be included on the Missions email list.

continued on page 7

LAY SERVANT MINISTRY

Lay Leader - Tom Goebel

Hello my friends. This month | want to talk about kindness.
Kindness is underrated in our society, don't you think? Kindness. It
seems so obvious, but it's not. It seems so needed, and it is. When
was the last time you extended an act of kindness to anyone? I'm
talking about random kindness to someone who didn’t expect it
and expecting nothing in return.

Kindness opens doors to someone who needs it and looks people
straight in the eyes. Kindness creates margin for others even in our
busy days. Kindness is sometimes seen in the words we speak,
and other times is felt in the way that we love. Kindness looks for
ways to serve others and helps the very acts of kindness.

And if you're really looking for ways to recognize kindness, look no
further than Jesus. Jesus was kind. He never rushed anyone and
never belittled anyone. He always met peoples’ needs.

Let's let His kindness overflow in our lives so that anyone who
sees us will see Jesus in us, too. And remember, “the Best is yet to
come,” Amen. Hope to see you on Sunday!

LOVE OUR NEIGHBOR
COMMUNITY EVENT




WORSHIP COMMITTEE
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

When we join the UMC, we vow to
faithfully participate in the ministries
of the church by our prayers, our
presence, our gifts and our service,
that in everything God may be glori-
fied through Jesus Christ. Sunday
morning worship provides many ser-
vice opportunities. No experience is . .
required but a servant heart! More SerVIng in Love
volunteers means we can rotate fre-

quently so that no one is overwhelmed and all may contribute their
time and talents to serve the Lord.

Click this link to serve during worship however you feel lead. Op-
portunities are available for 9am and 11am worship.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/
d/1rkAIMdpab6AdIx4Y16C-Le_bh4gOvHbNJZn7RFTJwak
edit?usp=drivesdk

WELCOME NEW MEMBER

Vicki Grooms works in Communications with the Charlotte
Mecklenburg School District but lives here in Fort Mill. She loves
pets and watching movies.
Interesting  story: Vicki
prayed for a special friend
and not only did God answer
by connecting her with Ann,
they discovered they lived in
the same complex and are
actually third cousins!

Please take a minute to
welcome Vicki as our newest
member.  She is looking
forward to becoming involved
in the ministries of PUMC.

Opportunities to serve include (training will be provided):
Live streaming — adjust camera angels for online worship

Video - click on slides for congregation to follow songs and
order of worship

Soundboard — turn on/off mics and minimally adjust sound
as needed

+ Lay Reader - read scripture prior to the pastor’s message.

Communion Steward - set up a communion table with com-
munion elements including bread and grape juice and assist
Pastor with serving communion to the congregation.

Ushers - hand out bulletins, collect offering, guide the congre-
gation to take communion

Greeters- welcome everyone and answer any questions

Acolytes- bring in the light of Christ at the beginning of service,
present offering to altar

If you have any questions please contact Pam Brenwald, Wor-
ship Chairperson, pambrenwald@gmail.com. | encourage you to
prayerfully consider where you can serve and give one of these
important positions a try. You might be surprised how you will be
blessed.

WORSHIP BOXES

The Worship Committee needs small wooden boxes and crosses
to take to those not able to attend worship in person. If you have
the skills and a little extra time we would greatly appreciate your
help on this project. Call Pam Brenwald for more information.
Thank you.

HOMECOMING

SEPTEMBER 17™
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ONE SERVICE AT 11:00AM
GUEST SPEAKER: REV DEVON RUTH
COVERED DISH LUNCH FOLLOWING THE
SERVICE.
BE SURE TO JOIN US FOR THIS
SPECIAL DAY OF WORSHIP




STAFF PARISH RELATIONS TEAM (SPRT)

Hi everyone! Over the last few months, the SPRT has been working
to identify and hire a Youth Director to lead our Youth Ministry
program here at PUMC. Led by Jason Cahaly, a sub-committee
screened and interviewed several applicants but ultimately, the
SPRT determined that our very best candidate was someone we
all know well - Jessica Inman!

We are incredibly excited
and grateful that Jessica
is joining the staff of
PUMC and we are excited
to witness how she leads
and guides our youth on
their journey to know God.

For those who may not
know Jessica, | wanted
to introduce her. She has
been attending PUMC
with her husband, Jeremy,
along with her kids Jackson (10) and Kate (8) since 2016. She and
Jeremy served as interim youth directors from 2018-2019 and
in various youth volunteer roles throughout their time at PUMC.
Jessica has been heavily involved in missions, specifically leading
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ANNUAL FALL FESTIVAL
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PUMCfallfestival@gmail.com

our Room In The Inn program, over the years. They live in Lake
Wylie and love being a part of the PUMC family! Jessica’s mission
for youth is to build their relationship with God so they know
a foundational love to draw from and pour into the world. She
has already jumped in “with both feet” and is actively building a
program that will provide fun, engaging experiences that are Christ
centered.

Please, if you haven't already, introduce yourself to Jessica and
if you have youth, we encourage you to get them involved in the
program. Also, | know Jessica is always looking for adults to
witness, lead, support, etc. the youth on Sunday evenings! If you
are led, please speak to Jessica about ways you can get involved.

When you see Jason, please thank him and the other SPRT
members for all their work, dedication and passion to supporting
PUMC in this capacity!

Last but not least, the SPRT continues to search for a very part-
time Nursey worker. This person is needed every other Sunday and
Wednesday evening. This has been an incredibly difficult position
to fill - we need your help! Please share this need with those who
you know, your social media, etc. On behalf of your SPRT, thank
you! -Molli Moon




LIFE GROUPS
Men's & Women's Softball

August marked the end of another church legue in Fort Mill. Our
men's and women’s teams have been playing in the league for
30+ years. This year, the men saw 3
generations of Lackeys on the field
at the same time! We are proud to ¥
represent PUMC in the community [5¢
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support % @

Ladies’ Bible Study

All women are welcome to join as we begin to study “Slaying the
Giants in Your Life” by David Jeremiah starting September 15th,
9:45am in the Disciples classroom. We meet every Friday except
the 2nd Friday of each month. Contact Linda Jacoby with any
questions, barklin@aol.com.

Single Ladies Lunch Bunch
Saturday, September 16™,11:30am

All single ladies invited for food and fellowship. Meet at Lee's Cafe
(Chinese), 1046 Regent Parkway, Fort Mill. To be included on our
email list, please contact Donna Schaefer at nordon50@aol.com.

Senior Friends
Tuesday, September 12*,11:30am, Fellowship Hall

Story Telling and Terry Dolch will speak to us about PUMC finances.
Meal will be covered dish and sweets.Contact Caroline Helms at
239-565-0301 or cdhelms1@yahoo.com to get involved!

UNITED METHODIST MEN & UNITED WOMEN OF FAITH

It's Not Too Late!
Men's Retreat 2023
September 8t-10%"

NVIETT
RETREAT i o2 wses wetcome
fellowship,

growth at Asbury Hills UMC Retreat Center. Contact Bill Ray today
to go, billnoneray@yahoo.com.

learning, and

Rada Knives Fundraiser Rada knives have a lifetime
guarantee and are great gifts! We will have some for sale at the Fall
Festival, but you can place and order with us before then! Contact
Elaine McDonald, emcd4505@gmail.com, for a catalog. Hurry,
orders need to be placed by September 10%.

Thank You

Serving In Love: Thank you for everyone who donated school supplies
to the Wallace Family Life Center in Bennettsville. The children were
thrilled to receive these items that will help them be prepared for school.

Philadephia UMC, | just want you to know how much you mean to me and wanted to tell you my moving is not good-bye. | will visit as

often as God will allow. You are such a loving and caring church and most of all centered in the missions of Christ under the leadership

of the Holy Spirit. Thank you for your prayers and thoughts in making this transition easier for me. | have learned so much from you and
| am looking forward to seeing what God has planned for me in Bay Minette. Love to Everyone! May God bless all you do.

- Marie Thompson
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PHILLY YOUTH GROUP (PYG)

continued from page 1

which focuses on youth building their foundation in the truth of
scripture to be able to face the challenges of students today.
We also revamped the high school room and there just might be
breakfast offered weekly so be sure to stop by and check it out!

PYG is now on Band App so to learn more about all these activities
plus much more get connected by scanning the QR Code. Can't
wait to see you Sunday!
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Growing In Love: Students of all ages
~ | brought their backpacks to be blessed for
the new school year. Those entering 3™
grade were given student Bibles.
Everyone moved up the Sunday school
class corresponding to their grade level.
Please continue to keep all students,
parents, teachers, and staff in your
prayers.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE
Wednesdays come alive in the fall with many church activities. Dinner is served from 4:30-6:30pm starting September 6% to help
ease the stress of getting your family fed on a busy weeknight! Please try and RSVP to o
nicolas@pumcfortmill.org. Feel free to dine and stay and fellowship or jump in a choir WEDNESDAY @
or bells rehersal. There are also spiritual studies offered for both adults and children (see NIGHT MEALS .
below). Contact Nic Gold with any questions. M
StartSep.6 @ R

The s 430-6:30 pm @
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MISSIONS COMMITTEE

Since 1978, Salkehatchie has been more than a United Methodist Church outreach
program, volunteer group, or just another summer youth camp. From Saturday to Saturday,
across different summer dates and locations volunteers experience more than just a
week of hard work. Their dedication and love help families feel comfortable and secure
in their homes. This year, seven members from PUMC lived out our mission of Serving in
Love at Salkehatchie 2023. We give thanks and praise for their volunteer service:

Tony Caspio - Camp Newberry

Ella Boyd - Camp Georgetown

Evan Lackey - Camp Marlboro-Flowers
David Lackey - Camp Marlboro-Flowers
Herb Tesh - Camp Marlboro-Flowers
Ali Mayhew - Marlboro-Flowers

Linda Honeycutt - Marlboro-Flowers
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SEPTEMBER - MONTH AT A GLANCE

Date Event Time

Sun, Sept 3 Children’s Clang Buckets 9:00& 11:00 AM
Wed, Sept 6 Fellowship Dinners Begin 4:30- 6:30 PM
Wed, Sept 6 Adult & Children Bible Studies Begin 6:00 - 7:00 PM
Wed, Sept 6 Mission Wednesday- Philly Youth Group 6:00-7:00 PM
Fri-Sun, Sept 8-10 Men'’s Retreat

Tue, Sept 12 Senior Friends 11:30 AM
Sun, Sept 17 Homecoming (One Service & Covered Dish) 11:00 AM

Sun, Sept 17 Church Council 1:30 PM

Sat, Sept 23 Game Afternoon 2:00-4:00 PM
Fri, Sept 15,22,29 | Women'’s Bible Studay 9:45 AM

Every Sunday Little Lights (Pre-school Choir—3's & 4's) 9:30 AM

Every Sunday Philly Youth Group 5:30-7:00 PM
Every Wednesday Children's Choir (K-5th grade) 4:30-5:15PM
Every Wednesday Beginner Bells & Philly Chimes 5:15 PM

Every Wednesday CORE 5:30-7:00 PM
Every Wednesday Adult Jubilate Ringers 6:00 PM

Every Wednesday Chancel Choir 7:00 PM
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FINANCE COMMITTEE

The lazy days of summer are over and the kids are back in school.
This also means our missions and ministries are in full swing.
Music programs for all ages, Bible studies, youth activities are
all of these are made possible by your generous donations. Next
month we'll also have our Annual Fall Festival where we invite the
community to come for an afternoon of fun. Thank you for your
continued support of the work done at PUMC for God's Kingdom.
Contact our Financial Associate, Mayra Leon, accounting@
pumcfortmill.org if you have any questions about giving.

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCIAL REPORT

$373,754 has been received as of 8/27/23 towards the General
Budget and Building Funds.

Review Us On

Google

Review Us!

Philadelphia UMC
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Ways to Give
Checks accepted
ry Sunday during
Offering

Senior Pastor - Rev. David Taylor
Director of Music Ministries - David Hodges
Contemporary Worship Leader - Mark Gannon
Director of Children & Family Ministries - Nic Gold
Director of Youth Ministries - Jessica Inman

Office Manager - Denise Watson
Financial Associate - Mayra Leon

Via Zelle —

Text-To-Give
(844)281-2004
with amount

Visit us at

$797,317 Loan balance for Building

Mailing Address Contact D 803-548-0102
Office Hrs: Mon - Thurs

2764 Pleasant Road 9am - 12:30pm

Suite A, PMB 11804 : .
Fort Mill, SC 29708 info@pumcfortmill.org
www.pumcfortmill.org

A 1691 Hwy. 160 West
Fort Mill, SC 29708



