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Worshiping in Love Growing in Love Serving in Love 

Dear Church Family,

On Ash Wednesday, we will begin the Lenten series Good Enough by Kate Bowler. 

Let’s face it, the last two years we have been challenged with uncertainty and change. At times we felt 
our lives were turned upside down and change continued. We lost friends and loved ones, saw family 
vacations and holidays altered by a pandemic none of us throught would last this long. Life continues 
in new ways, still with uncertainty and change and at time seems to push us to the edge. 

Lenten series comes at a time when we need it the most, as we consider how to embrace the 
imperfections of life and faith. I encourage you to read, pray and reflect upon the scripture passages 
provided for the message each week beginning Wednesday, March 2, 2022. Prepare your hearts by 
reading Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 for this special Ash Wednesday service.  Listed below are Scripture 

readings for the subsequent Sundays of Lent, Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday.

I hope we find encouragement during this season of lent knowing that in this imperfect world, there exists imperfect people, and that we 
are doing the best we can to live and serve a Savior, who is the only perfect one and that is “Good Enough.” 

See you in the pews. Meet you at the altar. 

LIFE ISN’T PERFECT, BUT JESUS IS
OFFERINGS & REFLECTIONS

WORSHIP COMMITTEE

continued on page 2

The Worship Committee is very excited for the Lenten season. We have planned a variety of interactive opportunities, starting with the 
Lenten series Good Enough: Embracing the Imperfections of Life & Faith. The visual throughout is a ladder/garden scene where plants will 
be tended to and growing over the season. We will focus on how culture’s obsession with achievement and perfection keeps us from the 
true depths of life and faith. Thus, the ladder and plants will be used to symbolize turning ladder-climbing into garden-tending, nurturing 
our souls and embracing our holy “good enough” lives.

David Taylor
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by Tom Goebel
Hello church family. As we enter this solemn time of Lent, I invite 
you to join me in praying for Pastor David, our church staff and our 
congregation. Pray for a renewal and revival of our spirit as we 
anticipate and celebrate that glorious Resurrection Sunday where 
Jesus proves He is our King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Hallelujah, 
rejoice indeed. Also pray for our leadership in Washington, from 
President Biden on down. The Bible teaches us to love all – even 
those who may not look like us, act like us, or share our political, 
social or religious views. Also remember to pray for all the innocent 
civilians in Ukraine. As I write this, the tensions in Eastern Europe 
are the highest they have been in the last four decades. Pray for 
diplomacy and discussion rather than guns and war.

During my morning prayer time I go through the current church 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
continued from page 1

During Holy Week, we will celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, with the waving of palms and special 
music by guest musicians accompanied by the handbells and our 
pianist.  

Maundy Thursday will be a time to commemorate the last supper 
of Jesus with communion and reflection. Christ’s “mandate” is 
commemorated on Maundy Thursday---”maundy” being a short-
ened form of mandatum (Latin), which means “command.” It was 
on the Thursday of Christ’s final week before being crucified and 
resurrected that He said this commandment to His disciples. 
Jesus and his disciples had just shared what was known as the 
Last Supper and he was washing their feet when he stated: “A new 
commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I 
have loved you, you also are to love one another” (John 13:34).

Good Friday will be an opportunity to Experience the Passion with 
your senses. On this day of mourning, we reflect on the Crucifixion 

directory and specifically say each person’s name in prayer. I look 
at the family photos and recall the many great memories and 
times we have had, and what we may have to look forward to in 
the future. This prayer time is very uplifting for me and I encourage 
you to try it if you haven’t already. I love you and hope you will 
contact me (803.242.2363) if I may be of service. Take care and 
I look forward to seeing you soon. And remember, the best is yet 
to come!

If you would like a copy of the directory, please contact our Office 
Manager, Denise Watson, denise@pumcfortmill.org.

LAY LEADER MOMENT

of Jesus. This will be a time to let the Holy Spirit enter your very 
being and experience some of what Jesus felt during those last 
hours. You will be invited to visit stations reflecting on areas such 
as Christian Character, Abiding in Christ, and Cleansing of Sins. 
You won’t want to miss this powerful evening.

On Sunday, together we will rejoice in Jesus’ resurrection! It is truly 
a day of celebration, starting with our sunrise service at 7:00am 
and our celebration service at 11:00am. You are invited to create 
a living cross, where we transform a barren cross, a reminder 
of Jesus’ death, into an Easter symbol. Covered with fresh, 
living flowers, the cross serves not only as an emblem of Jesus’ 
resurrection but also of the continuing presence of Christ among 
today’s Christians. Each congregant is asked to bring a flower to 
place on the cross.

It is our prayer that you find these services to be meaningful and 
helpful in your journey with God. May you accept His selfless gift 
of Good Friday and the blessing of Easter morning because you 
are a person unconditionally loved by God. 
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STAFF PARISH RELATIONS TEAM (SPRT)
The SPRT is excited to update you with our progress! Keeping our 
focus on PUMC’s goals and objectives, and after working with the 
various committees of PUMC & Church Council, we are seeking to 
fill four key positions within our church staff.  We are excited about 
the future and what these four people will bring and do for PUMC, 
the congregation and this community. God is GOOD! 

These positions are posted on Indeed.com, the Church Social 
Media Outlets, our PUMC website and the district website. If you 
would please take a moment to share these roles with your net-
work, we would appreciate it! Here is a synopsis of each position.

Director of Music Ministries: A full-time position, this person will 
oversee all aspects of music for the traditional worship service and 
special programs in accordance with the practices of the United 
Methodist Church. This person will also oversee the Contemporary 
Music Leader along with the Church Musician and Media/Audio-
Visual Specialist to plan, develop, lead, and coordinate the mu-
sic ministry at PUMC. The Director of Music Ministries will exude 
passion for authentic Christian worship and provide vocal and 
musical leadership that fosters a spiritually uplifting traditional 
wor-ship experience, drawing the congregation into the presence 
of God. 

Media/Audio-Visual Technician: This is a part-time position with 
primary responsibility to provide technical expertise and team 
leadership for the church’s sound, media, and video streaming 

efforts. This person will oversee all aspects of the church’s sound, 
media and video streaming for the contemporary worship service, 
traditional worship service and occasional special programs. 

Director of Student (Youth) Ministries: This is a full-time position, 
responsible for the oversight, building and growing the ministry 
of students in 6th to 12th grades in their relationship with Christ, 
community and congregation. 

Director of Communication Ministries: This is a part-time position 
reporting to the Senior Pastor, overseeing and executing all aspects 
of communication both internal and external for the church. 

We are excited about these opportunities and as this search 
progresses, our team is committed to keeping you informed along 
the way. Communication is a critical skill for the members of this 
committee. Listening to you and responding to the church and 
community are very important! We encourage you to bring any 
questions or concerns that you have to one, or all, of us as you feel 
so led.  Our members are Amy Redden, Tom Goebel, Ken Finch, 
Jason Cahaly, Amy Petrella, Glenda Warren, and myself, Molli 
Moon, Chair  sprt@pumcfortmill.org  704.258.0513.

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE
Thank you to everyone who attended our first Greeter Training 
session in February! As Toni stated, hospitality is something that 
everyone in the congregation should embrace and be purposeful 
to accomplish. Our hearts are full of joy for the Lord, and we should 
speak and act in ways that reflect that joy. Small gestures like 
introducing yourself, saying, “It’s nice to see you today.”, escorting 
a family to the nursery is everyone’s responsibility. Worshippers 
should be able see Jesus over and over as they engage with us on 
Sunday. In order to fulfill Jesus’ command, “go and make disciples 
of all nations“ (Matthew 28:19), we need to open our hearts and 
show kindness to all who come through our doors. 
All are WELCOME!
April 23rd 10:00am – 1:00pm Mark Your Calendars! 
Shred It Truck & Blood Mobile. This activity was so popular with 
the community last year, we’re doing it again and want to make 
even more of an impact. As well as offering FREE document shred-
ding, The Big Red Bus will be on site to take your life saving gift. 
Register to give blood at 
donor.oneblood.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/1167859 
walk-ins also accepted. You can fill up on delicious homemade 
goodies at the UMW bake sale and grab a delicious BBQ lunch 
from the UMM. Other ministries will also be on hand. 

Continuing to reach out to the community, Evangelism will partner 
with the United Methodist Men on May 6th & 7th at the Fort Mill 
Strawberry Festival. And don’t forget our very own Annual Fall 
Festival Saturday, October 8th! 
We are still in need of designated greeters each Sunday and need 
a Fall Festival planning committee. If you can help, contact Jan 
Manring: jmanring.jm@gmail.com. 
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Historic Paradise Community
PUMC assisted two families 
during the month of February.  We 
applied the first coat of paint to the 
railings we constructed in January, 
replaced a rotted door frame 
{keeping out the weather}, assisted 
an elderly resident with spring 
cleaning by sorting piles of clothing into keepers or donations and 
finished the day by removing an old electric heater and preparing 
the baseboards and walls for painting in March.

The team welcomed two youth and they worked diligently on these 
projects while adding a few skills to their toolbox!  We left with a 
feeling of gratitude knowing the support we offer these residents 
is so appreciated.  The photographs tell the rest of the story and 
show a great time of fellowship. Join us on March 12th, 9am-
12pm. Women and youth are welcome. A willing heart to serve 
in love is all required. Register in the Coffee Connection room, on 
the following sign up genius link https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080D4DAFA92BA0F58-serving or contact Dawn Edwards 
lendyloo@gmail.com, 802-355-4224

Words shared by the Historic Paradise president, “ not only are we 
doing God’s work, but changing lives, futures and giving hope as 
we build relationships reducing the trust deficit.”

Room In The Inn
We have our last two hosting nights in March. In our Fellowship 
Hall, we provide clean, warm beds, shower access, fellowship, hot 
dinner, breakfast, and bagged lunches. There are many different 
volunteer opportunities from washing sheets and towels, to 

cooking and just 
coming to eat 
dinner and engage 
in conversation 
with our guests. We 

especially need men to stay overnight with the guests and drive.  
Click Here to volunteer in this rewarding ministry.  

If you would like to know the requirements for a position you are 
considering, or to be added to our email list, please contact Glenda 
Warren glendaw@comporium.net. 

MISSIONS COMMITTEE

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Giving in January exceed $60,000 for the second consecutive 
year and Philadelphia’s cash position remains over $80,000 at 
month end.  Contributions in early February exceed 2021 giving 
and signal a renewed commitment to supporting the missions 
and ministries of PUMC.  As we seek to reinvigorate mission and 
ministries post-Pandemic, the congregation’s sacrificial giving is a 
critical component to achieving our mission of growing disciples 
of Jesus Christ.

The Finance Committee is responsible for policies, procedures, 
accounting (yawn, yawn, yawn), but this committee also renewed 
our commitment in 2022 to consistently communicate financial 
position and needs to the congregation – please ask questions 
and be on the lookout for changes to simplify the bulletin insert 
and stewardship reporting in 2022. 

It is also important to celebrate our financial successes and 
here is such an example: In 2005, the congregation of PUMC 
exhibited courage and faith in taking on the construction of a 
new sanctuary that could accommodate the spiritual needs of 
our growing community with the ability to hold 400 per service. 
This ambitious and necessary project required financing of 

continued on page 5  
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continued from page 4

PHILLY YOUTH GROUP (PYG)
In February, we assembled craft projects for the after-school program in The Historic 
Paradise Community. Up to 30 children participate in after-school and our youth put 
together two cross activities for every student. After a lesson on Fat Tuesday and 
Lent, we indulged in “Fat Sunday” and a chocolate fountain. 

PYG will meet every Sunday evening in March from 5-6:30pm. We’re going to help 
Defend the Fatherless, an organization supporting foster families in York county, by 
making frozen cookie dough and freezer meals a couple of nights. Erik Gommer will 
start a new series with us called “Fire & Faithfulness” by Sadie Robertson Huff. We’ll 
look at how to live and thrive as a person of faith in a world that seems to be so 
faithless. 

Sunday school meets at 10:00am and Mr. Phil is leading the youth in “Walking to the 
Cross”. Through Easter, they are taking the path from the Sermon on the Mount to 
the Crucifixion with Matthew and John as their guides. Come join any Sunday! Email 
youth@pumcfortmill.org for more information. 

Salkehatchie Summer Service
Registration opens March 1st. We have a PUMC member who plans to attend the 
Laurens County Camp, June 18th-25th. You must be 14 years old to attend and be 
Covid vaccinated, adults are needed to attend as well. For more informatin go to 
www.umcsc.org/salkehatchie and contact Linda Honeycutt 803-548-6239 if you are 
interested in attending. Scholarship monies are available.

PUMC has supported Salkehatchie for over 30 years with our hands and feet and 
monetary donations. This is a United Methodist mission project and very rewarding 
for campers. The houses that are worked on are in much need and the repairs are 
often times needed for the homeowners to be able to continue to live in their homes. 

$2,300,000 to complete. In 2012, a new parsonage required an 
additional $400,000 in financing to supply our pastor with housing 
consistent with the community. Over the last 15 years, through the 
generosity of your gifts, $1,700,000 of these debts were repaid 
and in December 2021 Philadelphia reached a major milestone of 
reducing our total mortgage balances to less than $1,000,000! 

The congregation is to be congratulated on achieving this major 
milestone! Thank you for your continued financial support of our 
missions and ministries.

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCIAL REPORT
$14,552 is needed each week to meet our annual budget of $756,710

$107,053 has been received as of 2/27/22 towards the General 

Budget and Building Funds

$991,936 Loan balance for Building and Parsonage

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Questions may be directed to Colleen Demmy our Financial 
Secretary, colleen@pumcfortmill.org or Melissa Lackey, Finance 
Committee Member, mel_ag2001@hotmail.com.
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CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES
CLANG BUCKETS
A huge thanks to February’s Bucketeers: Amelia, Caroline, & 
Charlotte. These three ladies carried the clang buckets during the 
11:00am Wee Worship Time, collecting change for the orphan girls 
of La Limye’ Ministries in Haiti. If your child or grandchild would 
like to collect with the Clang Buckets the first Sunday of the month, 
please contact nicolas@pumcfortmill.org. 

COOKIES AND CANVAS
Saturday, April 2nd from 10-11am
Easter is just around the corner. 
This is the time of year in which 
we celebrate Jesus and his great 
victory. The Children’s Ministry 
of Philadelphia Church invites all 
kids to a painting party full of art, cookies, and Easter Fun! Children 
under 6 should have a parent or guardian help with the activity. 
RSVP to nicolas@pumcfortmill.org.

The Trustees have a new chair, Tom Edwards, and a complete 
committee so they were able to hit the ground running in February. 
Trustees are entrusted with the care and maintenance of the 
church building and the parsonage. Tasks have been divided to 
address all the needs of such a large organization.

The first task of the trustees is to maintain the building. The church 
is no different than your homes in that the work is constant. After all, 
this is God’s house and there are 300 residents each week! There 
is always a leaky toilet or a burned out bulb that needs attention. 
Just recently, the kitchen refrigerator wasn’t cooling and was fixed 
last month. The trustees recently took a detailed walk through of 
the church and noted areas that need repair or improvement.

The second task we are addressing is the projectors for the 
sanctuary. They are off now due to technological issues and we 
are hard at work choosing new presentation software, computers, 
and presentation screens, be it projectors, TVs or a combination 
of both. Last week, technicians from the sound system worked on 
our issues and were at Sunday’s service to train and help get the 
system tuned in for our in-person and streaming worship.

As all that is called Philadelphia UMC is entrusted to us by God, 
please be good stewards. Maintain all the areas that you use 
whether it be classrooms, kitchen, bathrooms or even the pews 
in the sanctuary. With everyone helping to maintain our resources, 
it will help decrease our upkeep expenses and will ensure our 
building is attractive and lasts for generations. Thank you!

TRUSTEES COMMITTEE NURTURE COMMITTEE
The PUMC Nurture Team is divided into several groups to help us 
serve emotional, physical, and spiritual needs of our congregants. 
Our ministries and leaders are listed below. Please contact Danielle 
Holmes, holmdani@yahoo.com, 704-910-1179 if you would like to 
become a part of this rewarding team and serve on one or more 
nurture ministries! 

Senior Friends: Activities for those who are over 65. 
Caroline Helms, cdhelms1@yahoo.com

Caring Cards Ministry: Send cards of encouragement. 
Jan Davis,  stevesmom@comporium.net, 803-389-4942

Sunshine Ministry: Keeping those who can’t get out & about 
connected to PUMC. 
Linda Jacoby, barklin@aol.com, 301.964.5073

Funeral/Bereavement Meals Coordinators: 
Jean McDade, jmcdade@comporium.net, 803-448-7830
Joelyn Shugart, Shugart@comporium.net

Caregiver Support Group: Supporting those who care for others. 
Vickie Goddard, vickie752@yahoo.com

We have a few ministries that need coordinators for 2022. Please 
prayerfully consider joining the Nurture Team.
Meal Ministry: For those recovering from illness/surgery.
Hospital/Rehab Visits
New Member Mentors: Connect new members/prospective 
members with someone to “shepherd them”.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
After Wee Worship at the 11:00am 
service, meet at the back of the 
sactuary and join Ms. Dawn and Mr. 
Nic for Children’s Church. Preschool 
and elementary aged children are 
welcome to come for

a Bible lesson and activity 

RIGHTNOW
MEDIA SPOTLIGHT
Find Your People by Jennie Allen

Never in the history of civilization have we been more connected 
and felt more alone. We are all so lonely. What if the ways we have 
set up our lives are fundamentally broken?

Bestselling author Jennie Allen looks at the original community 
in Genesis, the Trinity, and the creation of people to see what God 
had planned for us all along. Jennie offers practical solutions for 
creating true community in a world that’s both more connected 
and more isolating than ever before.
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Thank you for the wonderful donations for the House for Hope 
Women’s shelter. Many women and children will be blessed with 
your gifts. Tally is 18 twin sheet sets, detergent for 250 loads, 57 
rolls of toilet paper, 27 rolls of paper towels, plus tissues, wipes and 
some personal hygiene items. Thanks for the generous support!

On Sunday, February the 20th, Philadelphia Fort Mill UMW hosted 
an annual Day of Prayer and Self Denial service. St. John’s UMW 
provided a beautiful program based on “Love, Justice and Service: 
Answering the Call” focused on Deaconesses and Missioners of 
the global UMW. A love offering was taken to support active and 
retired Deaconesses and Missioners. Additionally, representatives 
of Epworth Rock Hill Foster Care Program, Children’s Attention 
Home and Safe Passage were available to answer questions. 
Being able to fellowship and sing beautiful hymns together 
provided a warm worship experience for all attending. 

LIFE GROUPS
continued from page 6

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN (UMW)

Senior Friends
Join us Tuesday, March 8th at 11:30am in the Fellowship Hall. 
We’ll enjoy a traditional St. Patrick’s Day lunch of corned beef and 
cabbage. The Copy Cats will perform. 

Single Ladies Lunch Bunch
We will meet Saturday, 
March 19th, 11:30 am at Blue 
Smoke Barbecue (1500 Fort 
Mill Pkwy, Suite 111). Come 
meet fellow sisters in Christ! 
There were 14 of us that 
had a great time at Towne 
Tavern last month. The food 
and service were top notch. 
Contact Donna Schaefer at 
nordon50@aol.com to join 
us.

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES
Drawing on fascinating insights from science and history, timeless 
biblical truth, and vulnerable stories from her own life, Jennie helps 
us discover exactly how to dive into the deep end and experience 
the full wonder of community. Along the way, we’ll discover the five 
life patterns required to build deep, connected relationships.
You were created to play, engage, adventure, and explore—with 
others. Because while the ache of loneliness is real, it doesn’t have 
to be your reality.

If you don’t already have your free access to RightNow Media, 
contact 
nicolas@pumcfortmill.org
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MARCH - MONTH AT A GLANCE
Date Event Time

Tue, March 1 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 5:30 - 6:30pm

Wed, March 2 Ash Wednesday Service 6:30pm

Fri, March 4, 18, 25 Ladies’ Bible Study 9:45 - 11:00am

Sun, March 6 Children’s Clang Buckets 11:00am

Tue, March 8 Senior Friends St. Patrick’s Day Lunch 11:30am

The, March 8 Men’s Fellowship Dinner 6:30pm

Thur, March 10 Room In The Inn (Roof Above) 5:00pm

Sat, March 12 Saturday of Service in Paradise 9:00am - 12:00pm

Sat, March19 Men In the Mirror 7:30am

Sat, March19 Single Ladies Lunch (Blue Smokehouse) 11:30am

Sun, March 20 Church Council 3:00pm

Tue, March 22 JR Jones Circle 6:30pm

Tue, March 22 Ruth Adkins Circle (location TBD) 6:30pm

Thur, March 24 Room In The Inn (Roof Above) 5:00pm

Every Wednesday Youth Handchimes 4:30 - 5:15pm

Every Wednesday CORE - praise band 5:00pm

Every Wednesday Handbells 6:00pm

Every Wednesday Chancel Choir 7:00pm

Every Sunday Philly Youth Group 5:00 - 6:30pm

1691 Hwy. 160 West 
Fort Mill, SC 29708

Senior Pastor - Rev. David Taylor
Contemporary Worship Leader - Mark Gannon 
Director of Children & Family Ministries - Nic Gold
Office Manager - Denise Watson
Financial Associate - Colleen Demmy

803-548-0102 
Office Hrs: Mon - Thurs
   9am - 12:30pm
info@pumcfortmill.org
www.pumcfortmill.org

Mailing Address StaffContact

2764 Pleasant Road
Suite A, PMB 11804 
Fort Mill, SC 29708

The United Methodist Men offer many different types of activites 
to engage men of the congregation. If you’re looking for fellowship, 
service opportunites and/or Christian support, we hope that you’ll 
come to one or more of the following events.

Men’s Fellowship Dinner: Tuesday,  March 8th, 6:30pm - We will 
have a wonderful meal together. The program is video excerpts 
taken from the SC Conference Virtual Retreat held online in 
February.  

Men in the Mirror: Saturday, March 19th, 7:30am - Topic Rise Up 
Oh Men of God This is not a class, but a topic discussion each 
meeting where men provide spiritual growth and support to one 
another. The session consists of a few minutes to introduce the 
topic, 30-45 minutes of discussion, and then some wrap-up, all 
with a biblical focus. Coffee and breakfast biscuits are provided.

Topgolf, Friday evening April 8th - Details coming soon.   

BBQ Sale at Shred It Day, Saturday, April 23rd, 10:00am -1:00pm 
We’re happy to partner with the evangelism committee in outreach 
to the community. We will sell BBQ and the UMW will sell baked 
goods to raise money for mission projects and contribute to the 
fun atmosphere. Bring your documents to shred for free and 
schedule an appointment to donate blood on the Big Red Bus. 

Strawberry Festival, May 6th-7th: The Fort Mill Strawberry Festival 
is back! In addition 
to our world-famous 
pork chop sandwich 
and corn on the cob, 
we will add a fried 
fish sandwich, deep 
fried pork skins, and 
a strawberry drink to 
our menu. 

UNITED METHODIST MEN (UMM)


