
1

P
H

I L
A

D
E

L
P

H

I A
 U

N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C
H

U
R

C
H

     
W

O

RSHIP ING • GROWING • SERVIN
G

Telling the PUMC Story every Month | January 2022 | Vol. 5, No.1
OUTREACH IN LOVEP

H
I L

A
D

E
L

P
H

I A
 U

N I T E D  M E T H O D I S T  C
H

U
R

C
H

     
W

O

RSHIP ING • GROWING • SERVIN
G

Worshiping in Love Growing in Love Serving in Love 

Dear Church Family,

In Isaiah 43, the prophet Isaiah is writing to a people who have turned away from God. A people who 
believe their way is better than God’s way.

Isaiah is writing to us all and especially those who have disassociated themselves from the church and 
God. Listen to what he is saying. Learn from his wisdom, and do not be afraid to come home. Come 
home to a church family that misses you and is wanting to love on you and help you heal whether 
worship online or in person. 

From Isaiah 43:1-7

ALL ARE WELCOME HOME 
OFFERINGS & REFLECTIONS

continued on page  2

WORSHIP COMMITTEE
Christmas Canatata Celebration - A huge thank you goes out to all involved in making our Cantata service a wonderful time of 

celebration! Thank you to members of the Chancel choir, handbells, 
and CORE for the hours spent rehearsing to help the service come 
alive. A special thanks goes out to Mr. Jim Price, our narrator and of 
course all of the volunteers involved to make it a memorable day. We 
also lift up Jim Lowder, who coordinated an directed the beautiful 
music for “Light up the World” cantata. 

Christmas Eve
On Christmas Eve, we celebrated and 
honored the arrival of Jesus as a baby 

born of the Virgin Mary. At the Children and Family service, children and families participated in the “Holy-
Day Inn” story of the innkeeper and how the birth of Jesus taught him to be generous.  Canned goods were 
brought as an offering to be given to the Fort Mill Care Center. Later that evening, we remembered the birth 
of Jesus through scripture and songs; celebrating with praise, communion and candlelight. Worshipers 
were invited to take homemade cookies into the community as a symbol of carrying the light of Jesus into 
the world. People visited firestations, hotels, emergency rooms and other businesses that were open on 
Christmas Eve.  

continued on page 3

Listen: 
1 This is what the Lord says — he who created 

you, Jacob, he who formed you, Israel:“Do 
not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have 
summoned you by name; you are mine

Learn: 
2 When you pass through the waters, I will be 

with you; and when you pass through the 
rivers, they will not sweep over you. When 
you walk through the fire, you will not be 
burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.

3 For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One 
of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt for your 
ransom, Cush[a] and Seba in your stead.

4 Since you are precious and honored in my 
sight, and because I love you, I will give 
people in exchange for you, nations in 
exchange for your life. Do not be afraid: 

5 Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will 
bring your children from the east and 
gather you from the west.

6 I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ and to 
the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ Bring my 
sons from afar and my daughters from the 
ends of the earth— 

7 everyone who is called by my name, whom 
I created for my glory, whom I formed and 
made.”
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continued from page 1

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE

The Big Red Bus will be in our parking lot Sunday, January 23rd, 
8:30am to 12:30pm. Sign up now to get your preferred time: 
https://donor.oneblood.org/donor/schedules/drive_sched-
ule/1167859. To meet our goals for 2022 we need to collect at 
least 20 units each time the bus is here, won’t you help? It only 
takes about 30 minutes and is an easy way to help save lives.
You should also begin to collect any documents that need to be 
shredded as the popular Shred It event is Saturday, April 23rd from 
9:00am to 12:00pm. 
The best way to share these great events is YOU! Tell your family, 
friends, and neighbors and watch for details on PUMC Facebook 
and website. If you know of opportunities for us to be present in 
the community, contact Jan Manring at jmanring.jm@gmail.com. 

David Taylor

OFFERINGS & REFLECTIONS
If you have been away from Philadelphia for what ever reason, I 
invite you come home, like the prodigal son, come home to a 
church family that is waiting to love you, receive you back into a 
loving and caring relationship with Christ and one another. 

I pray that you will listen to what God is saying to us all through the 
text. You are his child and he would do nothing to harm you. People 
are imperfect and it is important in our faith journey to remember 
that God is perfect love and in God there is new life. 

Learn from the prophet; we are precious to God. We are his 
children and He loves us. We are called to love ourselves and to 
love each other as God loves us. This is a spiritual journey calling 
us to deepen our relationship with God. This journey will be full of 
ups and downs with ourselves and with others.  Yet, Isaiah says for 
us to have faith that God is with us. 

Isaiah 43:2 “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
and when you pass through the rivers, they will not sweep over you. 
When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames 
will not set you ablaze”.

Finally, “Do not be afraid.”  There is fear and uncertainty about 
the future. There are daily challenges before us and much to be 
grateful for. God does not call us to carry our burdens alone. We 
are wired for connection as human beings, and we each seek to 
find a place to belong. A place that accepts us for who we are 
and whose we are, whether online or in person. We are called to 
encourage and lift each other up; to love one another. We invite 
you to join our passionate, committed imperfect faith community 
to grow, worship and serve in love.

See you in the pews. Meet you at the altar. 

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS 
TEAM (SPRT)
My name is Molli Moon and on behalf of the SPRT, we wanted to 
take this opportunity to introduce ourselves, review our goals/
objectives and to continue the open lines of communication with 
you – our fellow church members and friends in Christ!  

As we turn into 2022, we have a few folks who have completed 
their tenure on the SPRT and I want to take a moment to recognize 
their leadership and contributions to SPRT. Jenifer Jay was our 
Chairman, along with Dave Smith as our Lay Leader and Evan 
Lackey. All three have been priceless assets to our team and to 
our church, and we will forever be grateful to you! A special note 
of recognition and thanks should be extended to Jen as she was 
a phenomenal leader, resource, and confidant as we navigated the 
transition from Pastor Becky to Pastor David – all “during Covid”! 
Her leadership simply cannot be understated and so please take a 
moment to join me in thanking her for all she did during her tenure 
on the SPRT. 

I would like to introduce our 2022 team to you and provide their 
contact information. We encourage you to share any questions or 
concerns you may have with one or all of us as you feel so led.  
Molli Moon, Chairperson – mmoon06@gmail.com, 704.258.0513
Amy Redden, Secretary - amyredden620@gmail.com 
Ken Finch - kenfinch68@gmail.com
Tom Goebel – goebeltom77@gmail.com, 803.242.2363
Amy Patrella –aepetrella@gmail.com 
Jason Cahaly – jpc2893@gmail.com

Glenda Warren – glendaw@comporium.net 

The SPRT is a group of PUMC church members who serves a key 
role in establishing and sustaining the ministry focus of the pastor 
and staff in relationship with the congregation. As advocates for 
the pastor and staff, the SPRT helps to interpret staff roles and 
ministries and supports and nurtures the whole congregation.  

The SPRT has three primary responsibilities related to the 
administration:  pastoral and staff evaluation; maintaining 
a connection with the District Superintendent (DS); and 
communication among pastor/staff, congregation, and the DS.  

We will be sharing more about the future plans for the Director of 
Music Ministries position, in the coming edition of this newsletter. 
We all continue to be excited about and working hard toward 
the next chapter of our church and church family’s journey. Our 
team remains committed to keeping you informed along the 
way.  Communication is a critical skill for the members of this 
committee. Listening to you and responding to the church and 
community are very important!  Happy New Year to you all!  

Sincerely, 

Molli Moon 
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE
Christmas Eve - Thank you for  your generous love 
offering on Christmas Eve to the United Methodist 
Committee On Relief (UMCOR). Nearly $5,000 was 
collected and 100% of that will go to supporting relief 
efforts from the devastating tornadoes in Kentucky and 
other states.

continued from page 1

in study and fellowship?
Or, maybe, is this the year for you to serve the Lord in new and 
different ways? Is this the year in which we will participate in a 
mission project? Volunteer your time and talent to one of the many 
ministries that help bring life to PUMC? Maybe it’s time for you to 
head up one of our activities at church. Maybe you feel called to 
help teach Sunday School or serve in the nursery. Perhaps you feel 
led to help coordinate and assist with special events or help with 
activities to make the worship experience meaningful. Musically 
inclined? Join one of our musical ensembles. Perhaps you are 
looking to start a new small group? Maybe you have a passion and 
it isn’t being met here...yet. Who knows?  
The opportunities are endless. We invite you to reflect on what 
God is calling you to do in the coming year. What a marvelous 
chance we have to do something for God’s kingdom! Don’t worry if 
you’re unsure, nervous, or scared. God will be with you. Don’t just 
let yourself get so comfortable in your routine that you never risk 
learning and growing in God. We are family and it takes each of us 
to execute the mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.

Is this YOUR year?

PUMC Advent Devotion 2022
All members and attendees of PUMC are invited to share their 
thoughts and observations surrounding all aspects of preparing for 
Christmas and the arrival of our Savior by writing a short devotion 
for the PUMC Advent Devotional. Your messages will be collected 
through February 2022 and published for use by the congregation 
next Advent. This is a fantastic way to strengthen your own beliefs 
by sharing your faith story. All ages are encouraged to participate. 
Please send submissions to kristingommer@gmail.com.

Is This The Year?
Another new year is dawning. If each day brings promise and a 
chance to do better, then think about the possibilities of a whole 
year!  
Is this the year in which you will spend more time with God? Pray 
more often? Will our time with God become a priority? Or will we 
continue just to squeeze it in when we can, between work and 
school, shopping and TV, sports and hobbies?  
Is this the year in which we will be more deliberate about our 
discipleship? Set aside time to meet with other Christians who 
want to discover the message God’s word has for us this year? 
Will we encourage each other in our faith walk by meeting together 
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Historic Paradise Community
PUMC assisted four families during 
the month of December. Four men 
tackled three homes caulking 
around tubs, preventing rotting 
of the walls behind the shower 
and tub. Another crew of six men 
focused on yard work, removing 
a dead tree and basic yard clean up. In addition, we are trying to 
solve a leaking roof by first caulking around vents in the roof to 
determine where the problem lies. Wonderful fellowship was felt 
by all. 

A willing heart to serve in love is all required. Register in the coffee 
connection room, on the following sign up genius link  https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D4DAFA92BA0F58-serving or 
contact Dawn Edwards 802-355-4224 or lendyloo@gmail.com.

The three circles of United Methodist women filled twenty 
Christmas stockings for seniors within Paradise. In fact, many 
stockings were delivered to seniors we are already serving. 
Stockings were filled with cookies, cards, toiletries, crossword 
puzzles, socks and many additional items. Such joy was shared as 
shut-ins received their stockings.

Angel Tree
Thank you very much for your support of the Angel Tree. We were 
able to provide special gifts and gift cards for famlies and children 
in Fort Mill. The families were touched by your generosity. 

Roof Above
We have 6 more 
Thursdays to  host 
homeless men in our 
Fellowship Hall. We 
provide clean, warm beds, shower access, fellowship, hot dinner, 
breakfast, and bagged lunches. There are many different volunteer 
opportunities from washing sheets and towels, to cooking and just 
coming to eat dinner and engage in conversation with our guests. 
We especially need men to stay overnight with the guests and 
drive  Click Here to volunteer in this rewarding ministry.  

If you would like to know the requirements for a position you are 
considering, or to be added to our email list, please contact Glenda 
Warren glendaw@comporium.net. 

Serving In Love: Words shared by the Historic Paradise president, “not 
only are we doing God’s work, but changing lives, futures and giving hope 
as we build relationships reducing the trust deficit.”

MISSIONS COMMITTEE
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continued on page 6

PHILLY YOUTH GROUP (PYG)
December was a blast for the youth of Philadelphia! On top of the excitement of Advent 
and preparing for Christmas, we were leaning into preparing our hearts for the Lord! Along 
with some of the adult Sunday School classes, we explored a series called “The Heart 
That Grew Three Sizes,” based on How the Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr. Seuss! There were 
cool connections of the movie to Christmas and we gained insight learning alongside the 
adults! Now, we are learning about a strong female leader from the Bible: Deborah! Join 
us at 9:45am on Sundays in the High School classroom!

Two of our very favorite events happen in December! First, the High Schoolers enjoyed 
a night full of adventures during the High School Lockout! We started the night with go-
karting at Victory Lanes! After racing around the track we took a swing at golf at TopGolf! 
After all that fun we finished with Laser Tag and the arcade at Sparetime Entertainment! 

Then on Sunday, our middle schoolers took on the zip line tour at Camp Canaan! These high flying girls had a blast soaring through the 
trees and giggling their way from platform to platform! Stay tuned for all the adventures we have for 2022! 

We are back to our regularly scheduled PYG every Sunday from 5-7pm in the Fellowship Hall! On January 29th, we will be taking a day 
trip to Columbia for our first time at Revolution! This is a big worship party where we can meet other youth groups and spend the day 
praising God! 

If you are interested in participating in youth ministries please email our Youth Director, Maggie Justus at maggie@pumcfortmill.org 
for more information!

Thanks to the bakers, volunteers and purchasers who supported the UMW 
Cookie Sale in December 2021. The money from the sale helps local 
women, children and youth ministries. 

All women are invited to the Call to Prayer and Self Denial, Sunday, Febru-
ary 20th, 2-3:30pm. The theme is “Love, Justice and Service: Answering the 
Call.” For more information, contact Marie Thompson at  
marie@thethompson.net.

Growing In Love: Each of the circles gathered for Christmas celebrations. 
We also collected items like lotion, nightlights and devotionals to make  
stockings to be delivered to senior citizens in the Paradise Community. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN (UMW)
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SIGHTS OF THE SEASON
Many of our LifeGroups meet together to share a meal and laughter celebrating the Christmas season. We’re so fortunate that Santa 
was able to pay a visit to many of us this year. Congratulations to Leslie Kelly, our ugly sweater winner! Merry Christmas Everyone!

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN (UMW)
continued from page 5

As a follow up to the Pancake Packing Party, UMW reserve volunteer 
spots at the Operation Christmas Child processing center in Charlotte 
each year. With 19, it’s the most participants we’ve ever taken to the 
center! Charlotte is the largest processing center in the country and 
it was such a blessing to be a part of sending these boxes of love to 
children all over the world. 

It’s never too early to start purchasing for packing 2022. Keep an eye 
out for those clearance sales and listen for God to lead you in what 
to purchase for His children.
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Youth Handchimes
I have had the distinct pleasure of leading our Youth Handchimes 
choir the last year and it has been an absolute joy and blessing. I 
wanted to take a moment to say THANK YOU to all the children 
(and parents) who are in our choir. Your time, commitment, energy, 
passion and joy are amazing and infectious. You rock!
In 2021, we were able to “Make a Joyful Noise” in our traditional 
worship service every 4-5 weeks. We were also able to join in the 
Baxter Tree Lighting Ceremony - along with the CORE and the Youth 
Choir lead by Dawn and Phil – which was a really fun experience 
that we hope to continue.
To anyone who would like to join us but might be unsure, I’m 
asking you to please reach out to me. I’d love to talk to you and 
help ease your mind. There is a place for your child in our choir and 
we’d love to have you! I am very excited to continue this worship 
into 2022. Please continue to pray for our choir, for our children 
and parents, and that our ministry will continue to bring joy and 
blessing to all who listen.  – Molli Moon, mmoon06@gmail.com 
or 704.258.0513

Jubilate Ringers
Now’s the time!  If  you’ve seen the Adult Handbell Choir and thought 
to yourself – that looks like a ton of fun! I think I could do that! Well, 
I bet you can! The adult choir is actively seeking those who have 
played handbells before and would like to play again – or anyone 
who would like to learn. I would love to speak with you!  Please 
reach out to me at mmoon06@gmail.com or 704.258.0513.

MUSIC MINISTRIES Worshiping In Love: Youth 
Handchimes, Joy Praize 
and CORE members 
offered joyful sounds of 
Christmas at the Baxter 
Tree Lighting. We hope our 
presence was the light of 
God shining to those who 
heard these children & 
adults Rejoice to the Lord 
through music.

LIFE GROUPS
Senior Friends
Join us for a soup, salad and sweets lunch January 11th at 11:30am 
in the Fellowship Hall. Soup will be provided, please bring a salad, 
sandwiches or sweets. We will plan our year of activities after 
lunch. All those 55+ are invited to join this vibrant group!

The Single Ladies Lunch Bunch
We will meet at Blue Smoke Barbeque, 1500 Fort Mill Parkway, 
Suite 111, Fort Mill on Saturday, January 15th, at 11:30am. Come 
meet fellow sisters in Christ! All single ladies are welcome. Contact 
Donna Schaefer at nordon50@aol.com if you would like to join us.

Adult Sunday School
Several members of the Logos Sunday school class gathered at 
the home of Jess and Helen Ford in December letting them know 
their presence is missed. The Fords haven’t been able to attend 
church in person due to health conditions, but Jess was happy to 
lead a discussion on “change” in our lives with his fellow Sunday 
school members. There are four adult Sunday school classes at 
PUMC. Contact Nicolas Gold, nicolas@pumcfortmill.org if you 
would like to learn more about these and other adult LifeGroup 
opportunities.

Worshiping In Love: Our Joy Praize youth drama ensemble took to the 
stage with their amazing performance of “Sheep in Heavenly Peace”, 
a story of Bethlehem’s temp agency searching for more shepherds to 
help with the overstock of animals in the city. Their assignment soon 
took them to a meeting with the angel Gabriel and ultimately the Good 
Shepherd himself, Jesus. Special thanks to Phil and Dawn for leading this 
group with love and passion!
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JANUARY - MONTH AT A GLANCE
Date Event Time

Sun, January 2 Children’s Clang Buckets 11:00am

Fri, January 7, 21, 28 Ladies’ Bible Study 9:45 - 11:00am

Fri, Sat, Sun, Jan 7-9 Church Council Planning Retreat

Sat, January 8 Saturday of Service in Paradise 9:00am -12:00pm

Tue, January 11 Senior Friends Lunch 11:30am

Thur, January 13 Room In The Inn (Roof Above) 5:00pm

Fri, January 14 Friends In Christ Women’s Circle 10:00am

Sat, January 15 Single Ladies Lunch (Blue Smoke BBQ) 11:30am

Sat, January 15 Men In The Mirror 7:00am

Sat, January 15 Lay Servant Ministry Classes 9:30am - 4:30pm

Sun, January 16 Church Council 3:00pm

Tue, January 18 JR Jones Women’s Circle 6:30pm

Sun, January 23 One Blood Blood Drive 8:30am - 12:30pm

Thur, January 27 Room In The Inn (Roof Above) 5:00pm

Every Wednesday CORE - praise band 5:30 - 7:00pm

Every Wednesday Chancel Choir 7:00pm

Every Sunday PYG (Philly Youth Group) 5:00 - 7:00pm

1691 Hwy. 160 West 
Fort Mill, SC 29708

Senior Pastor - Rev. David Taylor
Director of Worship Art - Jim Lowder
Contemporary Worship Leader - Mark Gannon 
Director of Children & Family Ministries - Nic Gold
Director of Youth Ministries - Maggie Justus 
Office Manager - Denise Watson
Financial Associate - Colleen Demmy

803-548-0102 
Office Hrs: Mon - Thurs
   9am - 12:30pm
info@pumcfortmill.org
www.pumcfortmill.org

Mailing Address StaffContact

2764 Pleasant Road
Suite A, PMB 11804 
Fort Mill, SC 29708

RightNow Media
There are great new videos and bible studies available on 
RightNow Media for marriage, finances, personal growth, and 
children – all from a Christian perspective, including resources 
from Francis Chan, Dave Ramsey, Jennie Allen, and Phil Vischer.
Here are two ways to start your free account:
1. Click the link and it will direct you to our church’s account. 
https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/join/PhiladelphiaUMC 
2. Or you can also contact Nicolas@pumcfortmill.org

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES

Growing In Love – Children and parents paint a scene of our Savior’s birth 
on that starry night long ago. Thank you Elizabeth for your guidance to 
create these special family treasures.


