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Worshiping in Love Growing in Love Serving in Love 

Dear Church Family,

Fall is one of my favorite times of year. I am grateful for the crisp air each morning and witness how 
angels’ wings brush the leaves with brilliant color. I enjoy watching the leaves float to the ground and 
create a colorful mosaic made by God.  I hear the laughter of children playing in the leaves, hiding behind 
pumpkins, scarecrows, and picking apples from the orchards. Fall brings back wonderful childhood 
memories of fairs, carnivals, and apple festivals.  Fall also reminds me, with each falling leaf…I must let 
some things go in my life that hold me back to make room for new growth. 

Fall reminds me of Jesus’ teaching. “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like little children, 
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 18:3) During this season of Fall, what needs to 
change in your life so you can grow in your faith?  What do you need to let go of that is holding you back 
from experiencing a childlike faith?  As you watch the leaves fall, allow yourself to reflect on letting go 
and become curious like a child to grow in your faith.

As you do that this season, I hope to see you in the pews, or meet you at the altar.

Pastor David

WHAT NEEDS TO CHANGE IN YOUR LIFE?

OFFERINGS & REFLECTIONS

continued on page  2

PUMC HOMECOMING 2021
Praise the Lord that we were able to personally welcome home all those who have been and are 
a part of our church family! Reverend Kevin Cooley, his wife Amy and his daughters Caroline and 
Maggie were able to join us and shared their gifts of music with the congregation. Pastor Kevin 
delivered a message “Rooted” in John 15:1-8. Focusing on John 15:5 “I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Those who abide in me and I in 
them bear much fruit, because apart from 
me you can do nothing.”, he reminded us 
we must abide in, focus on and remem-
ber that everything must flow through the 
vine that is Christ Jesus. That one can-
not create or produce lasting fruit unless 
your nourishment is from Christ. This is so 
critical to remember as we seek to make 
disciples of God. We must first root our-
selves with Jesus so that our work bears 

David Taylor
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continued from page 1
HOMECOMING 2021

the Fruits of the Spirit as He intended. We broke bread together 
over a delicious potluck meal and laughter was heard throughout 
the afternoon. Thank you to the Cooley family and to all of those 
who worked to make Homecoming 2021 extra special. 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE
It is hard to believe that we are entering the 4th Quarter of 2021. 
The past 18 months have been a blur. However, through everything 
PUMC has endured during this time, we have continued to maintain 
our presence in the community through work and witness and 
maintain a stable financial position.

Thanks to the efforts of the Staff, Church Council, and various 
committees we have been able to keep expenses down. In addition, 
PUMC participated in both rounds of the Payroll Protection 
Program offered by the Small Business Administration as part 
of the government’s economic relief response to the pandemic. 
Thanks to the program, a total of 16 weeks (between 2020 and 
2021) of payroll expenses were covered allowing us to retain 
assets in our General Fund. I am happy to report that our loan 
forgiveness application for both rounds of funds was accepted 
and approved by the SBA.

But the majority of the thanks for our current financial situation 
goes to the members of PUMC. Thanks to your gifts, the church has 
been able to support ministries such as Vacation Bible School, Fall 
Festival, our work in Historic Paradise and Sleep in Heavenly Peace.  
We also paid 100% of our apportionments in 2020 and through the 
end of September have paid three quarters of the apportionments 
for this year and are on track to pay the full amount by the end of 
the year. Apportionments help fund the United Methodist district 
and state conference and help support ministries throughout our 
community, state, nation and world. Paying our apportionments 
in full each year is a central focus of the Finance Committee and 
thanks to your selfless giving we continue to attain that goal. 

As we start the 4th quarter, the Finance Committee and Church 
Council are preparing the 2022 budget. We should start the new 
year on strong financial footing and expect that we will be able 
to continue expanding our ministries and service to that of a pre-
covid time. After 2 years at a reduced budget, we expect and are 
excited for an increase for 2022.  To maintain our stable financial 
position, please prayerfully consider continuing to give to the 
church in whatever means you can. After seeing how this church 
family responded to the crisis of the past 18 months, I have no 
doubt that we will continue growing the mission of PUMC which 
is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. 

LIFEGROUPS
Single Ladies Lunch Bunch - October 16th, 11:30am
Due to the Fall Festival on the second Saturday of October, the 
Single Ladies Lunch Bunch will meet on the third Saturday. Join 
us on at Jim ‘n Nicks Barbecue Restaurant, 13840 Steele Creek 
Road (Hwy. 160). Just beyond Rivergate Shopping Center, Jim ‘n 
Nicks is on the left. All single ladies are welcome as we enjoy good 
food and get to know and love our fellow sisters in Christ. Contact 
Donna Schaefer, nordon50@aol.com if you have questions. 

PUMC Sofball Teams

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCIAL REPORT
$14,051 is needed each week to meet our annual budget of $730,691

$365,729 has been received as of 8/31/21 towards the General and 

Building Funds

$1,025,833 Loan balance for Building and Parsonage

Growing In Love: During the summer, our men’s and women’s softball 
teams enjoyed fellowship on the field with teammates and other 
churches. Congratulations to both teams for winning their tournament 
championships!
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A Game Plan for Every Season was the focus of a men’s retreat 
was sponsored by PUMC the weekend of September 10th-12th at 
Asbury Hills a UMC retreat center in the Blue Ridge Mountains. 
Participants formed into small groups to discuss and apply God’s 
lessons to seven of life’s chapters. The retreat atmosphere pro-
moted close fellowship among those of different ages, stages, 
and life’s experiences.

Quotes from the participants reveal the powerful impact this week-
end spent in God’s word and fellowship had on men’s lives.

 “This was a wonderful men’s fellowship for a holy purpose. Ex-
pressions of gratitude. Younger men and senior men engaging.” 
-Jim Price

“I felt God’s spirit with us from the moment we arrived and through-
out the entire weekend. All the topic sessions were very moving 
and allowed for great group discussions. It was clear there was a 
real hunger by all the men to better understand how God wants to 

UNITED METHODIST MEN (UMM)
use us in discipleship and how we can impact others in our church, 
families and communities. The Asbury Hills retreat facility was 
beautiful and the food and staff were wonderful. I hope we can go 
back each year!” -Will Cotton

“Asbury Hills is an awesome place to commune with God. The 
musical entertainment to conclude the weekend was absolutely 
fantastic.” -Bill Hildebrand

“Refreshing; definitely an experience we all needed. This provided 
our men’s ministry and the church spiritual momentum. We will be 
starting a 6-week group study as follow-up.” -Nic Gold

A special thank you to Jim Lowder, Colin Treywick, and Jim Price 
providing musical support. Pastor David was the facilitator for 
several of the sessions and Jim Price, Will Cotton, and Nic Gold 
were session leaders providing real. We appreciate these men for 
hearing God’s call to be leaders in this group and throughout the 
community. 

Worshipping In Love: A mountain top experience!  Asbury Hills is very 
near Caesar’s Head, the highest point in South Carolina. A retreat such 
as this leaves a lasting impression on the lives of the participants; and 
an ongoing legacy to all as they return to church and their everyday lives.
The Abitar family gospel group gave an inspiratiional performance 
Saturday evening. At the end of this performance, many men came 
forward with a rededication of their lives to the work of Christ. This 
musical performance was provided for the group by the Wallace Coleman 
Wrecker Service.
The outdoor lakeside chapel provided a wonderful setting for the Sunday 
morning worship service. In this service, we left behind three activities of 
the past and set commitments to the future.

continued on page 5  
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Serving In Love: The 
UMW recognizes a 
member each year for 
their dedication to Christ 
through service at PUMC 
and throughout God’s 
kingdom. This year the 
Special Recognition 
Pin was given to Cindi 
Cahaly (left) by Marie 
Thompson (right). We 
thank Cindi for being a 
mentor for all of us and 
her willingness to serve 
wherever God leads her. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN (UMW)
Operation Christmas Child
Christmas is coming... well at least Operation Christmas Child 
(OCC) is coming! Through small, basic gifts in a shoebox, chil-
dren all over the world are bathed in the love of Jesus Christ and 
the door is open for them to learn and accept Him as their savior. 
October is our collection month for items needed to pack. Sug-
gestions: scissors, coloring books, markers, soccer ball (with 
manual air pump), toys, games, dolls, stuffed animals, sewing 
kits, fishing kits, tools, clothes. Drop off donations in the Christ-
mas wrapped boxes in the Coffee Connections Room. We also 
have an Amazon wish list: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/2ZQ4SI7CY7N8B?ref_=wl_share

In order to properly prepare for packing on the 13th, please get all 
item donations in by November 7th. If you prefer, monetary dona-
tions are always needed!! Cash donations pay for “wow” items for 
the boxes and help with shipping ($9/box). Designate online dona-
tions to Ruth Adkins Circle or on the memo line of a check. 

Pancake Packing Party for OCC
November 13th, 9-11am
All are welcome to pack boxes on the 13th. Invite your friends and 
neighbors. We’ll spread out throughout the church and have rooms 
set up for each age group and you can enjoy a yummy pancake 
breakfast and prayer over the boxes the Fellowship Hall. For any 
questions or if you’d like to volunteer on the 13th, please contact 
Cindi Cahaly, cahaly@comporium.net. 

Fellowship Dinner 
Tuesday, October 12th, 7:00pm

Men in the Mirror
Saturday, October 16th, 7:30am
Discussion time. Coffee and biscuits.
Both events in Fellowship Hall.
Come grow with us!

Worshipping In Love: Several ladies from PUMC attended the UMW 
District Annual Meeting where the theme was “joy”. It was a blessed 
morning of worshipping and celebrating all that God is doing through our 
district. Please contact Marie Thompson, marie@thethompson.net to find 
out how you can experience joy through the UMW.  

UNITED METHODIST MEN (UMM)
continued from page 4
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MISSIONS COMMITTEE 
Historic Paradise 
Community 
PUMC is always so generous. Our 
congregation along with those 
attending VBS donated enough 
personal hygiene items and 
cleaning products to fill 50 large 
white bags.. The Philly Youth Group 
assembled the bags and presented them to Historic Paradise 
Foundation. Be sure to check out our pictures on page 7.

Words shared by the Historic Paradise president, “not only are 
we doing God’s work, but changing lives, futures and giving hope 
as we build relationships reducing the trust deficit.” Additional 
opportunities continue, please contact Dawn Edwards for 
information.

Classroom Ready
PUMC has donated 625 3 ring 2 pocket 
plastic folders with 1,175 remaining to fulfill 
this need. Please place your folders in the 
Coffee Connections Room. Sales are found 
at some box stores and the clearance isle 
at Walmart. Here’s a great deal on a case of 
48 at Office Depot! https://www.officedepot.

com/a/products/9515909/Office-Depot-Brand-School-Grade-3/

Foundation for Fort Mill Schools Classroom Ready is a nonprofit 
serving the Fort Mill student community, provided over $40,000 
in school supplies to students in all 17 schools last year. These 
supplies support disadvantaged students with equal supplies 
towards academic success.

Sleep In Heavenly Peace - October 23rd, 9am-2pm
Right in the parking lot of PUMC, we will build beds for children 
in Fortt Mill and the surrounding area. Volunteers select a 

specific work area of their choice and work with a team creating 
approximately 50 beds. Stations will vary from cutting wood, 
sanding, drilling, staining, slat assembly and branding. Lunch 
is provided in Fellowship Hall and childcare is provided for our 
youngest children. Participants must be 12 or older and have a 
guardian present. Register now in the Coffee Connections Room. 

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 

A waiver form will be required the morning of the event in either 
electronic or hard copy format. Rain Date is Saturday, October 
30th. Email Dawn Edwards lendyloo@gmail.com with additional 
questions.

Coat Drive - October 24th -November 28th 
Please donate new or gently used 
coats, sweaters, hats, gloves and 
scarves in the Coffee Connections 
Room. All donations go to Renew 
Our Community (ROC). ROC 
delivers help, hope and peace to 

those in need, no matter what their hardship might be. ROC Central 
is a hub for service providers, churches and non-profit partners 
throughout York County, all helping to bringing relief to our broken. 
From crisis assistance (food, clothing, shelter, utilities) to life 
renewal (jobs, sobriety, health care, education, transportation, 
housing, relationship with God), ROC Central is a ministry dedicated 
to building community and renewing lives.

One Blood Donations
At our last blood drive, we registered 16 donors and collected 
14 units. Right on target! That brings the church’s total for 2021 
to 47 units. Since each unit can help 3 different patients, our 
congregation has impacted the lives of 141 local patients and 
their families. 

Thank you to everyone who donated and especially you first time 
donors! Soon we will be scheduling our next blood drive dates 
and since you can donate every 56 days, we plan to provide more 
opportunities to serve those in our community. Our goal is to 
reach 60 units in 2022!

Serving In Love: Each of you must give as you have made up your 
mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver. ~2 Corinthians 9:7
Be on the lookout for your next chance to give in late January 2022. 

continued on page  5
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PUMC ANNUAL FALL FESTIVAL “A TASTE OF THE SOUTH”
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9TH FROM 10AM - 2PM 

Our largest community outreach is this Saturday! This is a perfect 
opportunity to invite your friends and neighbors to “check out” our church 
and experience the presence of God that runs throughout our members. 
It’s going to be a fantastic day with Faith Activities, 40 vendors, BBQ, 
Homemade Baked Goods, 3 large Bounce 
Houses, Clowns, Firetrucks, Tractors, Police 
Car, Bingo (11am) and the Destination 
Bluegrass Band (12-2pm)

We still need your help to make this run 
smoothly. There are areas for everyone and 
time commitments that will still let you enjoy the festival with family. 
Please email Jan Manring by Thursday if you can help jmanring.jm@gmail.
com or see us in the coffee room to help.

The Adventures of LEGO Shawn the Sheep

Season Two: “Shawn the Sheep and the Angel’s Quest” is now on 
the Philadelphia Church Children’s Ministry YouTube Channel. With 
original creative content by Erik Gommer, based on the characters 
created by Nicolas Gold, Shawn and Friends are on faith quest. Be 
sure to watch each episode. You can also watch all last season’s 
episodes. 

RIGHTNOW Media
PUMC is partnering with RightNow Media 
to bring you free access to their amazing 
catalogue of Christian content. It’s 
Christian Netflix with thousands of bible 
studies, films, speakers, documentaries, 
and content for kids. Two ways to start 
your free account:

1. Click the link to the Register Page of our church’s account. https://
www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/PhiladelphiaUMC or you 
can also contact Nicolas@pumcfortmill.org.

continued from page 5

Trunk R Treat- Saturday, October 24th, 5-6:30pm
Bring your children and 
invite their friends to enjoy a 
“frightenly” good time of candy, 
costumes and decorations. 
Children from the church and 
community are invited to come 
to the church in their Halloween 

costumes and take candy from the different decorated trunks. Hot 
dogs and drinks are free. People are needed to decorate their car 
trunk for this event; let Nic Gold know if you would like to do so. 
nicolas@pumcfortmill.org

The Six Steps to Decorating a Trunk 
1: Sign up to decorate your car trunk by telling Nic.
2: Choose a theme. Google Trunk-or-Treat ideas if you need help.
3: Decorate!
4: Buy some candy and put it in a bowl
5: Come to the church parking lot on October 24th by 4:30pm.
6: Enjoy watching the kids get candy in their costumes!

The Bible App for Kids
Download The Bible App for kids. It’s 
free and accompanies the Sunday 
School experience. The Bible App for 
Kids includes favorite Bible stories, 
fun illustrations, and discussion 
questions, which guides young 
readers as they journey to become 
closer to God and understand the 
bigger story of God’s Word.

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES
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PHILLY YOUTH GROUP (PYG)
The Philly Youth Group was in full swing this September! The 
youth partnered with the Mission Committee to complete a project 
benefiting the Historic Paradise Foundation, an organization that 
the PUMC family has committed to helping in a variety of ways. 
Members of Philadelphia and VBS attendees were asked to 
donated personal hygiene items and cleaning supplies throughout 
the month of August and the youth assembled all of the items into 
bags for donation. The youth were able to put together over 50 
bags for the neighbors in the Paradise community! 

The youth have really been enjoying the new Sunday School 
time! We meet every Sunday morning from 9:45-10:45am in the 
high school classroom. We love using Right Now Media for our 
lesson series because they include both videos and small group 
questions and prompts. We are currently studying the book of 
Ephesians. Sunday School is a wonderful place for our youth to 
come together to learn more about the Gospel with their peers in a 
safe and comfortable environment. Anyone 6th-12th grade is invited 
to join us and guests are always welcome.

October is a busy month in the life of the church and our youth 
are excited to participate with the whole congregation! We are 
looking forward to Fall Festival (9th), Sleep in Heavenly Peace 

(23rd), and Trunk-R-Treat (24th)! On October 17th the youth will be 
carving pumpkins to get us into the Halloween spirit! Join us in the 
fellowship hall parking lot for some seasonal fun from 5-7pm! For 
more information about youth activities or to be added to the youth 
email list, email Maggie Justus, our Director of Youth Ministries at 
maggie@pumcfortmill.org.

PHILLY FRIENDS 18:23
In Acts 18:23, we read that Paul traveled the world with the 
purpose of “bringing strength to all the disciples,” and that’s 
our purpose with Philly Friends 18:23. We want to bring 
strength to our young adult disciples! Life from age 18-23 
is busy, challenging, filled with change and should be filled 
with excitment, fun and wonder as well. Philly Friends pray 
for, send cards, and occasional goodies to encourage and 
support our young adults along their path. Please contact 
Maggie, maggie@pumcfortmill.org if you, or your child, is 
between 18-23 and would like a Philly Friend or if you feel 
lead to become a Philly Friend and help our youth continue 
on their faith journey beyond the doors of PUMC. 
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MUSIC & WORSHIP ARTS
Thank you for your support as we transitioned to two worship 
times in September. Please help us to spread the word that Renew: 
Praise & Worship is at 8:30am. This is a relaxed format led in 
music by the Mark Gannon and the CORE. During Renew, Pastor 
David invites worshipers to a more interactive type of sermon. 
We continue our Traditional worship service at 11:00am where 
hymns are led by Jim Lowder and the Chancel Choir. There is a 
children’s sermon and Pastor David delivers his message from 
the pulpit. Sunday school classes for all ages are available from 
9:45-10:45am and everyone is invited to Coffee Connections while 
transitioning from service to class.  

Serving On Sundays
Romans 12: 11 “Do not lag 
in zeal, be ardent in spirit, 
serve the Lord.”

There’s probably never 
been a more important 
time to join with your 
fellow brothers and 
sisters in Christ to serve 
in the church. It takes 
many hands to provide 
multiple services and 
Sunday school classes to 
help us grow in the Lord 
each Sunday. If you’ve been hesitant about serving on a Sunday, 
please know that we will provide guidance and training. We would 
really appreciate your prayerful consideration to serve on Sunday 
mornings. It’s a simple way that we can give back to the Lord for 
all He’s given us. Opportunities include: video and sound monitors, 
greeters, ushers, acolytes, coffee brewers, children’s teachers and 
assistants. Youth are able to serve in many of these capacities 
as well! Contact Dawn Matchinske, dmatchinske@gmail.com with 
any questions or to volunteer. 

Growing In Love: Join us for Coffee Connections each Sunday from 
9:30-9:45am and 10:45-11am. Just to the right of the sanctuary doors, 
you can grab a cup of coffee, meet fellow worshippers and learn about 
our current service/mission opportunities.
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1691 Hwy. 160 West 
Fort Mill, SC 29708

Senior Pastor - Rev. David Taylor

Director of Worship Arts - Jim Lowder

Contemporary Worship Leader - Mark Gannon

Director of Children & Family Ministries - Nic Gold

Director of Youth Ministries - Maggie Justus 

Office Manager - Denise Watson

Financial Associate - Colleen Demmy

803-548-0102 
Office Hrs: Mon - Thurs
   9am - 12:30pm
info@pumcfortmill.org
www.pumcfortmill.org

Mailing Address StaffContact

2764 Pleasant Road
Suite A, PMB 11804 
Fort Mill, SC 29708

OCTOBER - MONTH AT A GLANCE
Date Event Time

Sat, October 09 Fall Festival 10:00am - 2:00pm

Sun, October 10 Caregiver’s Support Group 3:00 - 4:00pm

Tue, October 12 Senior Friends 11:00am - 12:30pm

Tue, October 12 United Methodist Men Dinner 7:00 - 8:00pm

Fri, October 15 Ladies’ Bible Study 9:45 - 11:00am

Sat, October 16 Men In The Mirror 7:30 - 8:30am

Sat, October 16 Single Ladies Lunch Bunch* 11:30am -1:00pm

Sun, October 17 Roof Above (formerly RITI) Update 12:00pm

Sun, October 17 Church Council 3:00 - 5:00pm

Tue, October 19 JR Jones Circle 6:30 - 8:30pm

Sun, October 23 Sleep In Heavenly Peace 9:00am - 2:00pm

Sun, October 24 Caregiver’s Support Group 3:00 - 4:00pm

Sun, October 24 Trunk or Treat 5:00 - 6:30pm

Every Wednesday Youth Chimes 4:30 - 5:15pm

Every Wednesday Children’s Choirs 5:15-6:00pm

Every Wednesday CORE - praise band 5:30 - 7:00pm

Every Wednesday Chancel Choir 7:00pm

Every Sunday Joy Praize 4:00 - 5:15pm

Every Sunday PYG (Philly Youth Group) 5:00 - 7:00pm

*meeting at Jim ‘n Nicks on Hwy 160

Recently an acquaintance said to me, with regards to people who 
are able to get the COVID vaccine but refuse, “When they get sick, 
they should be refused medical care!”

Although we are taught, as followers of Christ to care and have 
empathy, after 18 months into this pandemic, our emotional 
resources are tapped and are more easily reserved for the elderly, 
children, and those who, for medical reasons, can’t take the 
vaccine. I can see how one can reach this frustration level. How 
many times I have heard and thought to myself, upon learning 
of someone who died of lung cancer after a lifetime of smoking, 
“Well, if they had only stopped smoking!” 

“Well, if only they had taken the vaccine!” But people with differing 
opinions need not be enemies! One can allow anger to coexist 

with hope. Jesus himself in the garden of Gethsemane finds his 
disciples asleep and angrily asks, “Could you not stay awake with 
me one hour?”. Yet, in his frustration, anger and disappointment, 
Jesus persistently longs for and works toward the redemption of a 
world that will reject him. His human emotions, his exhaustion and 
trouble didn’t distract from his purpose. His anger did not negate 
his hope for redemption of all. 

That’s the power and promise of empathy toward others. When 
our compassion runs dry and we look at others in a less than 
compassionate way, we should stop and look toward Jesus who, 
when angry and frustrated, still found the gift of grace, love and 
empathy even towards those who weren’t yet ready to receive it. 
Might we find a lesson in this?

LAY SERVANT MOMENT
Dave Smith - Lay Leader


