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“The community of believers was of one heart and mind.” Acts 4:32

As the month of April begins, we celebrate the Good News of Easter - Jesus is Risen! Alleluia! But, what do we 
do the day after Easter? So often, the work of the church seems to culminate in Easter. We pour tons of time 
and energy into the remembrance and celebration of the events of Holy Week and Easter Sunday, and so it 
feels like we should have a break for the coming weeks. 

But that’s not what happened in the Biblical witness! In the stories found at the end of Matthew, Luke and 
John, Jesus walked on the earth for 40 days following the resurrection, appearing to the disciples and other 
followers in various times and places, giving them further teaching and guidance into how they should 

proceed in ministry for the rest of their lives.

The instruction in each case was the same: Go, therefore, into the world. Go into the towns and villages and teach what happened here 
and tell people about my love. Go into the cities and countryside and heal their bodies, cast out their demons and welcome them into 
the Kingdom. Work together to confront the powers that be and show them the way to life.

The Book of Acts reinforces this same message, as the followers of Jesus are empowered by the Holy Spirit to preach and teach the 
Good News.  One of the ways they did this was in community with one another.  They gathered together to learn and worship and they 

IT’S TIME TO GO! 
OFFERINGS&REFLECTIONS

A GOOD TEACHER

During this time of COVID, many people have had to learn to be 
a teacher. Parents have learned to teach school to their children. 
Kids have learned to teach their parents TikTok dances and how 
streaming works. And we’ve had to teach each other creative 
ways of “being together”.

Have you ever heard the phrase “knowledge is power”? I certainly 
have and I have always been hungry for knowledge, but the more 
I learn the more questions I seem to have. It’s at these times of 
questioning, that I am grateful to have a teacher or mentor who 
is wiser than me so that I might learn from them. Wisdom and 
wise advice can translate into your daily life. As such, we have 
to be conscientious, thoughtful of who we pick to be our guide. 

Thankfully, through the Bible, God tells us what to look for in a 
good teacher.  In James 3:13-18, we see that wisdom should be 
gentle, peaceable, without hypocrisy. And that it should not be 
envious, selfish, or boastful. In James 3:1-3, we read that being 
a teacher is a difficult occupation, as “those who teach will be 
judged with greater strictness.” 

So what does this all mean? For one it means being a teacher is 
hard and we should be grateful to our teachers both earthly and 
spiritual. 

Second, it tells us what to look for in a good teacher. Gentleness, 
this means the patience to deal with those difficult questions, 
and the ability to engage someone into wanting to learn. Being 
peaceable, means inclined to avoid arguments and conflict, 
such as finding compromise and problem solving. And last 
but not least, lack of hypocrisy which means having sincerity, 
to live one’s beliefs and practice what you preach. This may be 
the most difficult aspect as it is harder to walk the walk than to 
talk the talk. As such we need leaders and role models need to 
be good teachers. Teachers of honesty, of gentleness, of all the 
fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5: 22-23); love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, and self-control. 

I want to say THANK YOU to all the teachers out there, to those 
who have taught, those who are teaching, and those who plan 
to teach. And remember, we as Christians are to be examples of 
Christ the Great Teacher. 

LAY SERVANT REFLECTIONS - Brandi Brenwald
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used their gifts of time, talent and treasure to help out whoever 
was in need.

The entire Book of the Acts of the Apostles tells the story of this 
infant community of believers and how they grappled with issues 
and approaches to inclusion, acceptance, accommodation and 
welcome. Their questions and disagreements did not always have 
easy answers or solutions, but in-spite of the conflicts, they were 
able to fulfill Jesus’ mission of teaching, preaching and healing. 
They were able to continue to focus time and attention on the 
mission because they knew they held in common their belief in 
Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. They were also committed to 
living the life Jesus taught them to live with integrity and they had 
a true desire to share the good news they received with others. 

Jesus calls us to stand up in the world in which we find ourselves 
and do as these early disciples did: to Go and teach the Gospel. Go 
and heal bodies, cast out demons and offer welcome, welcome 

OFFERINGS&REFLECTIONS
into the Body of Christ and welcome into the Kingdom of Heaven. 

More and more opportunities to worship, grow and serve in love 
are opening up for us as COVID cases decline and the numbers of 
persons who are vaccinated increases. To help us engage more 
actively in these opportunities, I invite you to join me in reading 
through the Book of Acts beginning on April 5th and to prayerfully 
consider how God may be calling you to take a more active role 
in fulfilling the mission Jesus gave to us.  We will read a chapter 
a day Monday – Friday and my Sunday sermons will focus on 
some of the themes we read about each week. Bill Ray will also be 
leading a life-group study on the chapters that correlate with my 
weekly sermons.  For more information – check out our website 
or email me and let me know you’ll be joining us on this journey 
through Acts. 

Grace and Peace,

Things are happening in the music department at PUMC! After 
living with the pandemic for a year, we are now seeing hope for the 
future as more and more of us are receiving our Covid vaccines!  
Here are the opportunities in music ministry:

Wednesdays 5 pm:  Youth Chimes (3rd grade – high school)

Wednesdays 6 pm:  Jubilate Ringers (Adult handbells)                   

Wednesdays 7 pm:  Chancel Choir 

Sundays 11 am:  CORE band

**All rehearsals are in the Sanctuary with masks & social 
distancing.

The Lord is blessing us each week at PUMC with the sound 
of music through voices, handbells and chimes! Now is a 
great time to join !

Worshiping In Love: We are blessed to be worshiping in God’s house with music, children’s time and one another. Children and youth Sunday School 
are meeting in-person and so are some adult classes. We ask your grace as we are utilizing current CDC guidlines with regards to group gatherings 
including masks, social distancing and congregational singing. 

MUSIC & WORSHIP ARTS
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Serving In Love: On March 30th, over 30 volunteers from PUMC provided food donations, prepared sandwiches, assembled bags and delivered 
lunches to uptown Charlotte for 130 guests of Roof Above. 260 sandwiches were made and the lunch bags included, 2 sandwiches, an apple, 
cheese stick, granola bar and water. From elementary students to seniors, all ages contributed to the success of the mission. Great work everyone!

MISSIONS COMMITTEE

CLASSROOM READY 
PUMC members are amazing! Thank 
you! Our congregation actually 
exceeded our goal of 1,800 folders to 
support school aged children in Fort 
Mill. Way to go!

HISTORICAL PARADISE FOUNDATION
Residents of our town need assistance. The Historic Paradise 
Foundation (HPF) works to proactively preserve the people and 
property of Paradise in Fort Mill. The Foundation’s leadership 
has prioritized homeowners needs and ways to incorporate 
their philosophy of working together and mentoring the youth 
of Fort Mill. As we work together, an understanding is developed 
supporting the skills of all. We’re partnering with HPF to offer 
various projects to the congregation. Some projects are small 
and others will take a longer period of time.
God has given 
everyone a talent 
to share. Please 
pray about how 
your family and 
children can 
become involved, 
demonst ra t ing 
the love of Christ to the community. Specifics will become 
available in April as we begin this journey. If you or your family 
wish to assist the Paradise community, contact Dawn Edwards: 
lendyloo@gmail.com.

ADOPT A STREAM 

On April 25th, we will clean a 
section of Steele Creek near 
Steve’s Seafood. Participants 
will meet at Fellowship Hall 
around 3:00pm and conclude 
with pizza. All equipment and 
supplies will be provided as we 
clean this area of our watershed. 
Register at PUMC in the narthex 
or send an email Jean Williams 
at kjeanwill@aol.com.
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“It cannot be that the people should grow in grace unless they give themselves to reading. A reading people will be a knowing people.”
~John Wesley

Serving In Love: The Ruth Adkins Circle delivered a birthday blessing for a resident of the Children’s Attention Home in Rock Hill. They also provided 
spring fun kits for the residents to enjoy over spring break. The Children’s Attention Home is serves both children in foster care and teens without 
reliable housing. They offer temporary shelter, compassionate support and individualized care for every child. This is one of the United Methodist 
Women’s local missions. Contact Pam Brenwald: pambrenwald@gmail.com for more information about our UMW.

MIRACLE PARK Help us help Miracle Park! Miracle Park is being bult on Cherry 
Road, Rock Hill near Winthrop University. Developers say Miracle Park promises to 
bring the joys of recreation to those who might need it most—South Carolinians with 
mobility challenges, developmental disabilities, and other special needs. The park, 
when completely built out, will include two Miracle fields, two multi-purpose fields, a 
special needs playground, and a café that will employ people with disabilities

Benches for the park are going to be made from recycled bottle caps and lids (drink 
bottles, water bottles, soap detergent, medicine bottles, butter tubs, cottage cheese 
containers, etc). It takes 400 pounds of recycled plastic for one bench! Drop of your 
donations in the marked bucket in the Narthex. Collection will run until May 1st.  Find 
out more on Miracle Park on Fb or miracleparkrockhill.com.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

READING PROGRAM
Anyone can join in the UMW Reading Program! The program 
exists to help further our understanding and compassion for 
God’s people. It brings together members in mission as they 
explore, share and discuss the written word. Books are divided 
into 5 categories: Spiritual Growth, Social Action, Nurturing for 
Community, Education for Mission and Leadership Development. 
Our books are in the church library on the back right hand shelves. 
We invite you to take a look at the current selections then just 
use the provided sheet to check out and enjoy!

One of the books on the UMW Reading List is Finding Peace 
in an Anxious World, edited by Erin James-Brown. The section 
that spoke to me was the Chapter on Wisdom, written by Emily 
McGinley, based on the Book of Proverbs. When I had finished 
reading the book, I paraphrased a lot of the material and found 
it very enlightening. Wisdom is the root of living a fruitful life in 
Faith. We do not need to be concerned about what we do not 
know because God will provide a learning curve to accomplish 
His will. We just need to try and quit complaining! 
~Marie Thompson, President, PUMC UMW
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IN-PERSON SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:00-11:00AM
In-person Sunday School has resumed from 10:00-11:00am for Nursery, Preschool, and Elementary ages. To ensure safe social distanc-
ing, Nursery and Preschool are in their respective rooms and elementary grades are inside the Fellowship Hall for both Large Group and 
Small Group Time in socially distanced seating. The weekly Bible story is still uploaded each week to the Philadelphia Church Children’s 
Ministry YouTube page.

Procedures for entering the building and participating in in-person Sunday School follow that of attending the in-person worship service. 
Hand sanitizer is available at each class door. Adults and elementary ages must wear a mask in the education wing. Toys, crafts items, 
and surface objects continue to be thoroughly cleaned and disinfected after each use.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES MINISTRY

RIGHTNOW MEDIA 
Check out our new RightNow Media 
webpage on the Philadelphia Church 
website. You can view Children and 
Family Ministries Director Nicolas 
Gold’s list of best shows for kids on 
RightNow Media. Also, see Director 
of Youth and Young Adult Ministries 
Maggie Justus’ top list. There are also 
numerous shows for adults, youth, 
and kids, plus movies, documentaries, 

bible studies, and sermons. You can also see many Shawn the 
Sheep and Lego Shawn the Sheep shorts. 
To start your free account: Click the link and it will direct you 
to the Register Page of our church’s account. https://www.
rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/PhiladelphiaUMC.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Rocky Railway VBS, where Jesus’ power pulls us through, is still 
on track for 2021!! August 2nd thru 5th from 9:30 to 11:45am. Mark 
your calendars and plan to be there!

YOUTH HANDCHIME CHOIR
PUMC has expanded our music ministry and youth ministry via a Youth 
Tone Chimes Choir! Rehearsals are Wednesdays from 5-6pm in the 
Sanctuary Children 3rd grade and up are invited! We work on rhythm, 
learning to read music and most of all - having fun - all while preparing to 
minister to our congregation (and ourselves) through playing music. We’ll 
learn some pieces quickly so the kids can perform in church and feel the 
gratification and joy of sharing music on a regular basis. Please reach out 
to me if you have any interest. We will always welcome new members to 
our choir! Molli Moon, mmoon06@gmail.com 

continued on page 6
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CHILDREN & FAMILIES MINISTRY
continued from page 5

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE
COMMUNITY SHRED DAY
Mark your calendars! Saturday, May 8th, 11am-1pm Looking for an easy way to invite your friends and neighbors to PUMC? Here it is! 
We’re having a Shred America (Paper Shredding Patriots) truck come to the church parking lot and it’s FREE to the community! This is 
a safe and secure way to for you to clean out personal papers and outdated documents such as old tax returns, bank statements and 
credit card information. 

Shredding is FREE, but donations will be accepted for the ministries of PUMC. “To Go” 
lunches will be sold. The UMM will offer pork BBQ sandwiches and by the pound and the 
UMW will host a homemade bake sale. Other committees are being invited to participate 
in the fun and excitement of this outdoor event. If you do not want to exit your vehicle, 
assistance will be provided. Contact Jan Manring: jmanring.jm@gmail.com

LIFE GROUPS
Philadelphia United Methodist Church makes disciples by worshipping, growing, and serving in love. 
LifeGroups are one of our best ways to serve God and further our disciple-making mission. Check out our 
PUMC LifeGroup Page for current and upcoming opportunities.

ANXIOUS FOR NOTHING STUDY
Does the uncertainty and chaos of life keep you up at night? Is irrational worry your constant companion? 
Could you use some calm?  Anxious thoughts can take over our minds if we don’t heed the Word of God 
and stay in command of our own thinking. Join us for this five-session video Bible study with bestselling 
author Max Lucado, exploring God’s treatment plan for anxiety found in Philippians 4:4–8. The class, led 
by Kristin Gommer, will meet in the evenings, starting the week of April 18th on a night to be determined by 
YOU (Sunday thru Thursday). Our goal is an in-person class, but we’ll offer online video as needed. Contact 
nicolas@pumfortmill.org with questions or to attend. Let us know what night of the week works best.

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES STUDY
As a church, we will focus on Acts in the weeks following Easter. Acts tells the foundation of our 
church through the coming of the Holy Spirit, witness, prayer, and growth. Bill Ray will be leading 
a class that will be meeting in-person outside in the Columbarium Sunday morning from 8:45-
9:45am. The class will use the video lesson series by the late Mickey Efird of Duke University. 
Each lesson will complement the pulpit message that Sunday There will be 10-15 minute video 
for each lesson and a class handout to guide participant discussion during the 1-hour class 
time. Participants will include Logos and Disciples Sunday school class, but invites all those seeking this additional grounding in Acts. 
Bring a chair and join us! No need to sign up. Contact Bill Ray: billnoneray@yahoo.com
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Growing In Love:: The Evangelism Team held a combined event with PYG where we painted rocks with encouraging words and pictures. We 
discussed what “evangelism” means and how it’s all of our responsibilites to help make disciples of Jesus Christ. The youth came up with some 
great places to leave their rocks around town. Keep a lookout! If you see one of our rocks, take a picture and tag #pumcrocks on social media.

This month the youth have really enjoyed getting back to in-person Sunday School! We meet from 9-9:45am in the Senior High room and 
are in the middle of a study on James presented by Right Now Media! We love the video format!

Earlier this month the youth put together Easter baskets for our Sunshine Ministry that helps keep members connected that aren’t able 
to join us in person. They took time to sign cards to go with each basket.  The youth 
had so much fun picking out candy, treats, and activity books for our Sunshines! 

The youth partnered with the Evangelism team for an event we called Evangelism 
Rocks! We painted rocks with words of encouragement and hope and scattered 
them around Fort Mill. If you find a rock, be sure to use the hashtag #pumcrocks to 
share a picture with us! We’d love to see how far our evangelism can reach! 

Finishing up March, the youth made bread over zoom while to prepare for Holy 
Week and Maundy Thursday! Contact Maggie Justus: maggie@pumcfortmill.org 
for all things youth related.

PHILLY YOUTH GROUP - PYG
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NURTURE  COMMITTEE

WAYS TO GIVE TO PHILADELPHIA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

GivePlus Text:
 
Text 844-281-2004, with the amount you want to donate, to make one-time or 
recurring contributions.

Mobile App Giving: 

Search your app store for “GivePlus Church” and download the GivePlus app
to make one-time or recurring contributions.

Online Giving:
 
Visit pumcfortmill.org to set up and manage your one-time and recurring gifts.

Why eGiving? - eGiving is an easy and secure way to make your giving contributions. if you can’t attend, you can still make a gift, which provides the 

church financial stability. Additionally, it also helps the church by reducing workload on the staff and helps you because you can set recurring donations 

of your giving commitment. For more information, please visit the website, come into the church office or call 803-548-0102.

continued on page 9

My name is Molli Moon and on behalf of the SPRT (Staff/Pastor Parish Relations Team), we wanted to take this opportunity to 
introduce ourselves, review our goals/objectives and to continue the open lines of commu-nication with you – our fellow church 
members and friends in Christ! 

We are a group of PUMC church members who serve a key role in establishing and sustaining the minis-try focus of the pastor 
and staff in relationship with the congregation. As advocates for the pastor and staff, the SPRT helps to interpret staff roles 
and ministries and supports and nurtures the whole congregation. The SPRT has three primary responsibilities related to the 
administration: pastoral and staff evaluation; maintaining a connec-tion with the District Superintendent (DS); and communication 
among pastor/staff, congregation and the DS. 

STAFF/PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS TEAM 

MEAL MINISTRY  The PUMC Meal Ministry cooks meals and 
snacks for our church family when they are sick, just got out of the 
hospital, have a death in their family, or have other type of health/
family problems. Providing meals show love and kindness and can 
be such a great help in times of need. Having a nutritious meal 
prepared alleviates stress and worry. We are always looking for 
people to join our ministry. The only requirements are that you 
enjoy sharing food, your love and your care with others. You can 
help as little or as much as you like. If you are willing to serve in 
this capacity, please contact Eve Chapman at  803-207-2391 or 
evechapman@comporium.net.

Serving In Love: 
Jennifer Lare as 

part of the Sunshine 
Ministry, visits Lib 

Bass at the Wellmore 
nursing home. Lib was 

reciting all the books 
of the Old Testament. 
Very impressive at 95! 
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Dave Dmith, Lay Leader
sunnyfield@aol.com

Evan Lackey
evanlackey2@gmail.com

Ken Finch
kenfinch68@gmail.com

Amy Redden
amyredden620@gmail.com

Jennifer Jay, Chair
jenejay5@gmail.com

505.934.7329

Molli Moon, Vice Chair 
mmoon06@gmail.com

704.258.0513

Dan Moskey, Secretary
dmoskey198@gmail.com

STAFF/PASTOR PARISH RELATIONS TEAM 
continued from page 8

2021 
STAFF/

PASTOR 
PARISH 

RELATIONS 
TEAM

Speaking of communication, please know that there are exciting and critical roles to be filled within our staff - Coordinator of Audio 
& Visual Technology as well as Contemporary Worship Leader. If you know someone, or are willing to help us share the word, please 
do! You can find these roles posted on Indeed and soon on our social media platforms and website.

We are also excited about the next chapter of our church family’s journey. As customary withing the Unit-ed Methodist Church, 
pastors are rotated at the discretion of the Bishop and Cabinet. Itineracy refers to the com-mitment by pastors to serve where they 
are appointed. After 6 wonderful years with Pastor Becky, we have been assigned a new pastor. Pastor David Taylor’s first Sunday 
will be July 4th and he is coming to us from Grace UMC in Pickens, SC. Pastor David is from Hartsville, SC, has 5 grown children 
and 6 grandchildren – all who live in the Greenville, SC area. His wife’s name is Toni and she works as a Professional Life Coach. We 
encourage you to visit the Grace UMC Website/FB page or to search for Pastor David on YouTube to get to know him a little. Over 
the coming months, there will be more information shared with the SPRT regarding this transition, and we will con-tinue to share this 
information with you!

As part of this transition, Pastor Becky and Richard will be moving to Columbia at the end of June and Pastor Becky will be the 
Senior Minister at Washington Street United Methodist Church. This church is in down-town Columbia and serves many who live/
work downtown as well as attend the University of South Carolina. While we will all miss her greatly, we are very excited for her and 
Richard. God works in wonderful ways and they will now be close to Becky’s sister who lives in a nursing care facility. They will also 
be close to their daughter and son-in-law as they await the birth of their first child in October! As we have a few months left before 
she moves, the SPRT is actively planning ways for us to join in fel-lowship and express our gratitude to Pastor Becky and Richard 
prior to their move to Columbia! As soon as we have these plans, we will of course share as we hope you all will be able to join us!

Communication is a critical skill for the members of this committee. Listening to you and responding to the church and community 
are very important! Below is the contact information for each member of the SPRT, we en-courage you to share any questions or 
concerns you may have with one or all of us as you feel so led.
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The leadership group of UMM met and outlined the program for full resumption 
in 2021.  These events will be held outside, or otherwise in an approved safe 
environ-ment. We welcome an man or teenage boy to join us. Our mission is to 
disciple men that God can use in men’s families, church, community, and the 
world.  We will be Jesus Lead, Christ Centered, and Discipleship Driven. We build 
each other up in fellowship and prayer and by studying God’s word. We support 
our church and community through physical and financial service. Contact Bill 
Ray: billnoneray@yahoo.com 

Kick-off dinner: Tuesday, April 13th to 
gather input from you and to develop 
the details for this year’s events. 
Details will be announced.

Men in the Mirror: Saturday April 17th, 
7:30-8:30 AM in the Columbarium.  
Bring a chair and join this group of 
men providing spiritual growth and 
support on topics relevant to men in 
today’s society.

1691 Hwy. 160 West 
Fort Mill, SC 29708

Senior Pastor - Rev. Becky Shirley
Director of Worship Art - Jim Lowder
Director of Children & Family Ministries - Nic Gold
Director of Youth Ministries - Maggie Justus 
Office Manager - Denise Watson
Financial Secretary - Stefanie Hill

803-548-0102 
Office Hrs: Mon - Thurs
   9am - 12:30pm
info@pumcfortmill.org
www.pumcfortmill.org

Mailing Address StaffContact
2764 Pleasant Road
Suite A, PMB 11804 
Fort Mill, SC 29708

UNITED METHODIST MEN

Serving in Love: Will Cotton, Jason Cahaly, Evan Lackey and his son David cleared about 100 bamboo 
plants that were overtaking Miss Polly Merritt’s backyard. You can be part of the Assitance Ministry for 
our members who cannot such labor any longer. Contact Will Cotton: wmcotton1@bellsouth.net

Serving in Love: Men took their pressure 
washers and a Saturday morning to do 
some spring cleaning at the Children’s 

Attention Home in Rock Hill. The 
Children’s Attention Home is serves both 
children in foster care and teens without 

reliable housing. Since 1970, they have 
provided temporary shelter for more 

than 8,500 children suffering emotional 
and physical abuse.

Due to unfortunate theft, the PUMC Financial Committee has decided to purchase a secure mailbox to receive ALL church mail. 
If yoiu mail in your contribution or even have it mailed from your bank, please start using the following address:

Philadelphia UMC
2764 Pleasant Road Suite A, PMB 11804
Fort Mill, SC 29708

NEW MAILING ADDRESS FOR PUMC


