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“Let us examine our ways and test them, and let us return to the Lord.”

Lamentations 3:40 

As I have been making preparations for our sermon series, Broken to Beautiful, I have been reminded that it is 
not until we admit that something is broken that it can be mended and made whole.  So, while the season of 
Lent doesn’t get the public attention of Christmas or Easter, it is season that is vitally important to our faith. 
This is so because it is a season that calls us to admit the ways in which our lives are not fully aligned with the 
life of Christ – the ways in which we are “broken vessels” in need of healing. The joy of Lent is the realization 
that we are forgiven and that healing is possible because of the grace of God. To that end, persons of faith 

traditionally make commitments in this season to “give up” things that are impeding their ability to heal and grow in grace. In keeping 
with this ancient practice, we might consider using a list like the following as we engage in self-reflection: 

I will give up…

1. The need to be right all the time – When have I failed to consider the possibility that I might have something to learn from those who 
disagree with me?  Scripture tells us that is often how we learn our most important lessons in life. (James 1:19)

2. My reluctance to ask for help – Am I burning myself out acting as if I am self-sufficient and superhuman? I do not have inexhaustible 
reserves, but there are loved ones I can turn to for support, others from whom I can seek wise counsel and ask for help. (Psalm 69)

3. My fear of failure - Mother Theresa said, “God does not call us to be successful; God calls us to be faithful.”  Do I gauge my self-
worth on what I have achieved? Do I subconsciously depend on the affirmation of others to feel good about myself? Worth does not 
equal my work, nor am I defined by my failures. (Proverbs 3:5-6)

4. Comparing myself to others - Do I feel a need to be admired by others? Do I evaluate my worth by comparing my life and what I have 
to the life of others? This is not the way God measures my life. (James 4:2-3)

GIVE UP TO BEGIN HEALING
OFFERINGS&REFLECTIONS

TAKE PRIDE IN FINISHING THE RACE

Allow me to share this devotion from the March/April 2020      
edition of The Upper Room. 

The Scripture verse is 2 Timothy 4:7 “I have fought the good fight, 
I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”

Sarah Lunsford writes: “My son loves to run. He spends hours 
and hours after school running in our rural community- across 
miles of terrain that changes from asphalt streets to roughly 
packed gravel to trails through golden fields where cows graze 
nearby. Last year his varsity cross-country team went to the Cali-
fornia State Championships to compete with runners from all 
over the state. As I stood at the finish line, the first runner to 

cross was way ahead of the others. Finally, the rest of the racers 
crossed - some in groups of two or three and others in packs. 
Then I saw my son run down the last stretch in second to last 
place. He worked so hard to get over the finish line.

It was when I saw those last runners that I realized how we tend 
to discount the dedication of those who finish last. We look at 
the placement of the runners as the sign of their dedication, 
not at their perseverance in finishing the race. Today’s read-
ing tells us it’s about finishing the race faithfully, not where we 
place when we cross the finish line.  Our crossing the finish line              
pleases God.”

continued on page 3

LAY SERVANT REFLECTIONS - Kristin Gommer
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continued from page 1

6. Fears of the future – We all have fears, but in what ways am I 
allowing my fears to control my actions or my speech? God is a 
God of hope. (Matthew 6:33-34)

7.  The need to be in control -This one is at the heart of the sea-
son of Lent. Have I done or said things today that were an at-
tempt to exert undue control?  (Matthew 16:24-25)

Wherever your time of self-reflection leads you this season, my 
hope is that you will feel God’s love guiding your efforts and God’s 
peace filling your hearts.

Prayerfully,

OFFERINGS&REFLECTIONS

continued on page 4

EVANGELISM TEAM
The Evangelism Team is excited the doors of the church are once again open for Sunday morning worship! “You’re invited” cards have 
been ordered and we are asking PUMC church members and guests to take a minimum of 5 cards and invite neighbors, coworkers, 
classmates, friends or relatives to join us as we praise our Lord in all His glory! Easter is a time of year when folks begin to feel “lead” 
to visit churches. Your encouragement and invitation may be just be the nudge someone needs to take their first step towards a new or 
renewed life with God and church. Let God speak through you. 

“Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to come in, so that my house will be full.” Luke 14:23 

Evangelism recently encouraged an “I prayed for you” campaign, let us continue that campaign and start a new one. Since we can feel 
spring just around the corner, begin a “Thank You Lord” walking group. Create a community walk with 3 to 5 neighbors, keeping social 
distancing as you walk and enjoying God’s promise of rebirth as spring comes to life. When something strikes someone’s fancy, pause 
and say, “Thank you Lord for...” This just might encourage someone to visit PUMC. They can also be invited with a printed invitation 
mentioned above!!

Also, please join us as we partner with PYG for Evangelism Rocks on March 21st! We need your help to paint and spread inspirational 
rocks all over Fort Mill.

February Highlights

1.The youth enjoyed an outdoor movie night on February 21st. We enjoyed 
fellowshipping in person while watching Disney’s Tangled on the big screen! Be on 
the lookout for other outdoor movie nights in the future! 

2.This week we played Zoom Jeopardy and loved shouting out our answers and 
playing even from a distance! We look forward to many more game nights in the 
future!

3.We were excited to start meeting in person for Sunday School! We will continue our study of the book of James on Sunday mornings 
from 9:00-9:45am in the high school classroom! Come join us! If you aren’t able to make it in person email maggie@pumcfortmill.org 
for the Zoom link to join us virtually! 

PHILLY YOUTH GROUP - PYG
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Lunsford’s message spoke to me today. First, because I am often the next to last runner in a race, but gosh darn it, I did finish!       
Second, it seems to be a fitting message on so many levels for this time in history. This is not the course any of us have trained for, 
and yet, here we are. The important thing now, is to just finish. If you place, awesome, but just work to cross the finish line. In school, 
at home, at work, at church, with your students, with your own families, with your friends and neighbors. Just keep running. It is not 
where you finish but that you finish that counts. 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so eas-
ily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. 
For the joy set before Him He endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider Him 
who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” ~ Hebrews 12:1-3 

LAY SERVANT REFLECTIONS

SUNSHINE MINISTRY - Please allow me to introduce my-
self, my name is Allison Dana and I’m the 2021 coordinator of the 
Sunshine Ministry (formerly Shut-in Ministry). There are a number 
church members or family of church members who are no longer 
able to attend worship, mostly due to age and declining health, but 
maintain a strong desire and need to be in connection with PUMC. 
Some live alone, others with family and some in retirement facilt-
ies.  It’s my job to coordinate a volunteer or group of volunteers to 
go visit the person (as allowed), call them, send a card, and pos-
sibly bring them little treats like flowers or a meal once in a while. 
There are many ways in which we can assist these persons. Any-
thing we can do to show God’s love and help them feel like they 
haven’t been forgotten is our mission. Sometimes a church group, 
like a Life Group, will adopt a person and they rotate who visits 
or indiviuals are certainly welcome to adopt someone. I’m always 
looking for more volunteers, so please let me know if you have 
questions or are interested in becoming a part of this loving minis-
try. Contact me at allisondana@live.com

NURTURE  COMMITTEE

Serving In Love: 
We moved to Fort 
Mill in 2015 from 
Vermont, along 
with my parents, 
Dawn and Tom 
Edwards. My 
daughters, Emmy 
and Addy (age 
9), and I became 
members of PUMC 
in November 2019.  

continued from page 1

Serving In Love: Sunshine 
Ministry volunteers spread 
the love on Valentine’s Day. 

Special treat bags, including a 
handmade card, were created 

by Caroline Helms 
and Elaine McDonald. 

Mrs. Helen Nicholson and     
Mr. Alex Austin are grateful for 

the visits and the goodie bags..
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continued from page 3

March Happenings 

The youth are beginning a hybrid format for the spring with 
alternating zoom and in-person youth group meetings on Sunday 
evenings. Here are 2 events you definitely don’t want to miss!

1. March 21st, 5-7 pm, Fellowship Hall Parking Lot: The youth 
are excited to partner with the Evangelism team for Evangelism 
Rocks! We will work together to paint prayer stones similar to the 

ones Pastor Becky has talked 
about in her online sermons. 
We will take these rocks with 
messages of love and hope 
from PUMC and place them 
around Fort Mill. Everyone is 
welcome to join us! This is a 
great time to invite friends and we would love to have the members of the congregation join in on 
our mission to spread love around Fort Mill! 

2. March 28th, 5-7 pm, Zoom: We will be making bread in preparation for Maundy Thursday. Maundy 
Thursday is where we remember the Last Supper Jesus shared with his disciples and thereby, we 
share a communion meal with one another. Email Maggie maggie@pumcfortmill.org for the Zoom 
meeting link and ingredient list. You do not need to be a baker to participate and all are welcome!

PHILLY YOUTH GROUP - PYG

Worshiping In Love: Although chilly, we were blessed by sunny weather so that we could hold two Ash Wednesday services outside and again on 
Sunday morning, February 28th when Pastor Becky began the Lenten sermon series “Broken to Beautiful”. We are so grateful to be able to start the 
Lenten season by worshiping in person with our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
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As the Church Council approved, we have resumed in-person worship at PUMC starting Sunday!  The music for the services will  
comprise mostly instrumental, videos, small groups (ex., the ‘Core’) and solos. As congregational singing is still dangerous for 
spreading the virus, we will still abstain from singing aloud. Masks and social distancing are still required.  

Beginning in March, the handbell choir, Jubilate Ringers, will begin rehearsing again, as will our Chancel Choir. The Chancel Choir 
will still be rehearsing by sections (Soprano, Alto, Men) and will be recording their anthems for the foreseeable future. It is my hope 
that by next fall that the Chancel Choir will be able to resume in-person rehearsals as a whole choir. Stay tuned to the weekly e-mail 
bulletin for details about the choirs and rehearsal times. 

On a personal note, beginning in March, I will be assuming a part-time role in the music ministry, primarily responsible for handbells 
and the Chancel Choir but will continue with the ‘Core’ until a new worship leader is hired. Thank you everyone for your prayers and 
support as Debra and I begin a new phase in our lives.  See you in church! Peace & Alleluia!   Jim

MUSIC MINISTRY

ROOF ABOVE 
PUMC is providing bag 
lunches for 130 guests of 
Roof Above. Although we 
aren’t able to house guests 
overnight, we can still provide 
a lunch for those in need.  

Please Click Here to donate 
and/or volunteer. Apples, 
granola bars, cheese sticks and bottled water are neeed. Donations 
can be left in the narthex before and after church on March 28th. 
On March 30th, we will need volunteers to prepare sandwiches and 
pack the 130 lunch bags. Assembly will follow CDC guidelines in 
the PUMC Fellowship Hall. Thank you!  

CLASSROOM READY 
We’re over halfway! PUMC members 
have provided over 1,000 plastic 
folders to Classroom Ready. We only 
need 766 more plastic 3-ring 2-pocket 
folders. Way to go PUMC! Drop off at 
church Mon - Thur 9am-1pm or call 
Dawn at 802-355-4224 for a porch 

pick up. Click Here to purchase 48 for $18 from Office Depot. 

ADOPT A STREAM 

On April 25th, we will clean a 
section of Steele Creek near 
Steve’s Seafood. Participants 
will meet at the PUMC Fellow-
ship Hall around 3pm and con-
clude with pizza. All equipment 
and supplies will be provided 
to clean this area of our water-
shed. Mark your calendars!

MISSIONS COMMITTEE

Serving In Love: The 
shopping cart for the 
Fort Mill Care Center 
was wonderfully full 
this past Sunday. 
Jim and Pat Broome 
delivered your 93lbs 
of food and supplies. 
Thank you for your 
continued support. 

FORT MILL CARE CENTER
Our committment to others in the community remains strong in 
2021! March pantry needs are: deodorant, shampoo and liquid 
dish soap. Food suggestions are indivdual packs of crackers or 
nuts, hamburger helper and instant grit packages. As always, drop 
off your donation in cart in the Narthex and we’ll get it to the center. 
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IN-PERSON SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:00-11:00AM
We are happy to announce that in-person Sunday School for Nursery, Preschool, and Elementary has resumed on Sundays. To ensure 
safe social distancing, Nursery and Preschool remain in their respective rooms. Elementary grades remain in the Fellowship Hall for 
both Large Group and Small Group Time in socially distanced seating. 

Procedures for entering the building and participating in in-person Sunday School follow that of attending the in-person worship service. 
Hand sanitizer is available at each class door. Adults must wear a mask in education wing. Toys, crafts items, and surface objects are 
thoroughly cleaned and disinfected. 

The weekly bible story continues to be uploaded to the Philadelphia Church Children’s Ministry YouTube page and Zoom Sunday 
School continues on Sundays from 9:00-9:40am. Contact Nicolas to receive the weekly Sunday School Zoom link or if you can help in 
the Nursery, Preschool, and Elementary ages, in person or on Zoom, help with cameras and sound in Large Group Time.

CHILDREN’S EASTER ACTIVITIES Contact Nicolas at nicolas@pumcfortmill.org to participate in any of these activities.

PALM SUNDAY VIDEO OPPORTUNITY Hey kids! Palm Sunday (March 28th) is the day we celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem Easter week. Let’s celebrate it in style. This year, we want you to submit a ten second video of you waving a palm branch. 
You can make your own palm branch, find a palm branch, or just wave any leafy branch you can find. Just take a ten second video and 
send it Mr. Nic by Monday, March 22nd. With your submissions, we’ll together put a video montage celebrating Jesus’ entrance to show 
in worship on Palm Sunday and on social media. 

EASTER ACTIVITY BOOK We have a great Easter activity book for you. Have fun learning about this week of celebration. Contact 
Mr. Nic with your address and have it hand-delivered by Mr. Phil and Mr. Nic with a personalized greeting from the one-and-only Shawn 
the Sheep. 

DRAW AN EASTER PICTURE FOR SHAWN THE SHEEP Shawn loves it when kids send him drawings and he’d like to see 
your artwork celebrating Easter. There are many important events during Easter week you can draw: Jesus’ triumphal entry, the cleans-
ing of the temple, the last supper, the trial and resurrection of Jesus, the empty tomb, the resurrection, or any other Easter week event. 
Just draw, color, or create a craft item of easter, then have a parent or guardian take a picture and send it to Mr. Nic. We will show it to 
Shawn and post it on the PUMC Children’s Ministry Facebook page.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES MINISTRY

RIGHTNOW MEDIA 
Be sure to see the new PUMC 
RightNow Media webpage. 
You can go to the church’s 
account and see thousands of 
Christian media content from 
kid shows, to bible studies, 
to documentaries for every 
member of the family. You can 

view Nic’s List of best shows for kids. Also, see Maggie Justus’ 
top list. Other staff pics to come. You can also see many Shawn 
the Sheep and Lego Shawn the Sheep shorts.
To start your free account: Click the link and it will direct you 
to the Register Page of our church’s account. https://www.
rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/PhiladelphiaUMC.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Rocky Railway VBS, where Jesus’ power pulls us through, is still 
on track for 2021!! August 2nd thru 5th from 9:30 to 11:45am. Mark 
your calendars and plan to be there!
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Help us help Miracle Park! Miracle Park is being bult on Cherry Road, Rock Hill near 
Winthrop University. Developers say Miracle Park promises to bring the joys of 
recreation to those who might need it most—South Carolinians with mobility challenges, 
developmental disabilities, and other special needs. The park, when completely built 
out, will include two Miracle fields, two multi-purpose fields, a special needs playground, 
and a café that will employ people with disabilities

Benches for the park are going to be made from recycled bottle caps and lids (drink 
bottles, water bottles, soap detergent, medicine bottles, butter tubs, cottage cheese 
containers, etc). It takes 400 pounds of recycled plastic for one bench! Drop of your 
donations in the marked bucket in the Narthex. Collection will run until May 1st.  Find 
out more on Miracle Park on Fb or miracleparkrockhill.com.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

BROKEN TO BEAUTIFUL
When you are ready to commit your brokeness to God for healing, 
bring your piece of seaglass back to the church. We will have spe-
cial collection baskets in the Narthex. Our pieces of brokeness will 
be used together to create a new beautiful creation as God does 
with us when we open our hearts to His will. 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS
We welcome you to provide flowers for the Sunday 
morning worship service. Flowers may be in memory 
of, in honor of a special occasion or to glorify and give 
thanks to God. You may create your own arrangement or 
purchase from a local florist. Sign up on the calendar in 
the hallway acorss for the choir room or contact Linda 
Honeycutt, honey6239@comporium.net.

Also, watch the bulletin for details on purchasing Easter 
Lilies. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

9:00am available at pumcfortmill.org

10:00am in-person worship in sanctuary

11:00am available through the PUMC 
Facebook page

WORSHIP MINISTRIES

Worshiping In Love: Socially distanced families enjoy Sunday morning 
sermons inside the sanctuary once again.

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
MAUNDY THURSDAY 6:00PM

GOOD FRIDAY 6:00PM

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE

EASTER SERVICE 10:00AM
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1691 Hwy. 160 West 
Fort Mill, SC 29708

Senior Pastor - Rev. Becky Shirley
Director of Worship Art - Jim Lowder
Director of Children & Family Ministries - Nic Gold
Director of Youth Ministries - Maggie Justus 
Office Manager - Denise Watson
Financial Secretary - Stefanie Hill

803-548-0102 
Office Hrs: Mon - Thurs
   9am - 12:30pm
info@pumcfortmill.org
www.pumcfortmill.org

Mailing Address StaffContact
2764 Pleasant Road
Suite A, PMB 11804 
Fort Mill, SC 29708

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES

FINANCE COMMITTEE

• Keep using smile.amazon.com for your online purchases.  
This is a separate website, operated by Amazon that has 
the same prices and products, but when used instead of 
the standard Amazon.com website, will donate 0.5% of the 

Last year, United Methodists worldwide joined in a Virtual Choir 
Easter video and a couple of PUMC members were a part of this 
amazing video. The virtual choir brought people together from 
different countries, congregations, and communities, providing 
the sense that we are united even in the midst of a pandemic.

You’re invited to be a part of a worldwide video for Easter Sunday 
2021. Congregations from all around will be able to use these 
videos in their upcoming Easter worship services and post to 
social media.

 It’s easy to participate. Just follow the steps below!

Step 1. Download the PDF of the lyrics of “Thine Be the Glory,” 
(#308 in The United Methodist Hymnal) a hymn perfect for Easter 
Sunday or any Sunday during Eastertide.

Click here for sheet music.

Step 2. Download the accompaniment you’ll be singing to!

Click here for accompaniment.

Step 3. Record a video of yourself singing! You can sing it in 
your style, melody, or harmony, but you need to sing it using the 
accompaniment track provided.

REMEMBER: When using the accompaniment, be sure to wear 
headphones so it does not come through into the recording. You 
may want to do a practice run before hitting “record.” 

Step 4. Upload your video by 12:00 p.m. CST on Friday, March 5 to 
the link below and we will edit and produce a video. Please send 
videos in landscape/horizontal orientation.

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCIAL REPORT
$14,072 is needed each week to meet our annual budget of $731,757

$66,526 has been received as of 1/31/2021 towards the General 

and Building Funds

$1,078,664 Loan balance for Building and Parsonage

Click here to upload
Click here for recording tips

REMEMBER:

Use the accompaniment

Sing all verses in one take

Submit your video

Please send video in landscape/horizontal orientation. Videos 
submitted that aren’t landscape/horizontal will be discarded.

The final video  will be available for everyone to view on Monday, 
March 22nd.

Equipping world-changing disciples. ~ umcdiscipleship.org

purchase price of eligible products to the charity of your 
choice.  Choose Philadelphia United Methodist Church as 
the charity on your account. 

• If you use the Amazon App, you must turn on Amazon Smile 
under the Settings 
menu and follow the 
prompts to select 
PUMC.  Thank you in 
advance! Every little bit 
counts.


