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He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love 
mercy and to walk humbly with your God. - Micah 6:8 (NIV)

Jesus was political in the sense that the word “politics” derives from “citizens” — meaning our neighbors. 
Joining the politics of Jesus is about joining God’s redemptive plan to save the world and that should unite 
us as the One Body of Christ – all seeking to work for God’s kingdom on earth as it is in Heaven. So, why do 
so many of us have difficulty discussing & dialoguing about political issues without slipping into arguments 
that serve to divide us?  No doubt this is the case, in part, because many politicians today act like they speak 
for God. If you oppose them, then, in their eyes, you oppose God. Likewise, some well-meaning followers of 
Christ have totally bought into partisan politics and married themselves to a particular political party as if it is 

“THE Christian party”–which infers if someone doesn’t vote for that particular party’s candidates he/she is not a true Christian.  Yet, as 
The Rev. Tony Campolo says: “Mixing our faith with a political party is sort of like mixing ice cream with cow manure. It doesn’t mess up 
the manure, but is sure messes up the ice cream.” 

Jesus is not a Republican or a Democrat. Political parties don’t speak for Jesus. Jesus speaks for himself and his life, teachings and 

 ASK GOD FOR WISDOM
OFFERINGS&REFLECTIONS

CONFIRMATION - A STEP OF FAITH
On September 13th, seven youth were confirmed in front of family, mentors and the congregation. Three of these young persons were 
also baptized into the Christian faith that morning. 

Confirmation is an opportunity for youth to respond to the grace of God available to us, as acknowledged in baptism, and to promise 
to live as a person of faith. Although the UMC recognizes infant baptisms, the Service of Confirmation gives youth a chance to make 
their own personal profession of Christian Faith. The mission of the PUMC confirmation program is “Equipping young people for a 
lifelong journey of faith”. Confirmands worked closely with Pastor Becky and their individual mentors to obtain the knowledge and 
skills they need to become living members of the Body of Christ. All those involved in confirmation had to demonstrate special 
resolve this year and as they had just begun in February and then Covid19 abruptly changed the plans for this class. Although they 
did not get to participate in any trips, retreats or dinners this year, the confirmands, mentors and Pastor Becky were still committed 

photos continue on page 2
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continued from page 1

ministry are recorded for us in the Bible.
So, during this election season, when well-meaning Christians are 
tempted to tout particular candidates as “God’s choice”- I offer 
the following words to help us all not become entrenched in the 
political arguments that distract us from engaging prayerfully and 
thoughtfully as we make our voting decisions.

1. Make sure you are registered to vote. 
We have an amazing privilege in this country to vote. By voting 
we act on our obligation to play a part in promoting the things 
Jesus worked for and taught us to work for in this world. . For 
instance, The golden rule — love your neighbors as yourselves — 
is lived out when we vote in ways that will eliminate policies and 
powers that are crushing the lives of our neighbors.
2. Do your homework
Check out the facts behind the political stories you hear about a 
candidate’s character, views, experiences and vision for America. 

OFFERINGS&REFLECTIONS

This means visiting more than one fact checking site to verify 
what you read and hear. (Some fact checking sites online are: 
factcheck.org, PolitiFact.com, Punditfact and OpenSecrets.org)
3. Pray and allow your faith in Jesus to inform your political view                                            
Our lives are not divided into sacred and secular components. 
Knowing Jesus and walking with Him every day affects every 
part of our lives. As we grow in our relationship with Jesus, 
we learn more about who He is, the way He thinks, and what 
He wants. When we do this, we begin to allow His values and 
focus to become our own, so our faith in Jesus begins to affect 
everything, including our politics.  As the election draws near, 
ask God for wisdom about the issues of our day. Read the Bible 
and see where God’s heart lines up with the issues.  

Prayerfully, 

CONFIRMATION - A STEP OF FAITH

continued from page 1

 Grace Ellen Bryan
mentor - Amanda Gyemant

Alex Coffey, mentor - Jim Price
Olivia Coffey, mentor - Cindy Smith

Kaelyn Forbes
mentor - Maggie Justus

Evan Wey
mentor - Aaron Thrasher

Growing In Love: Each confirmand was supported by an adult mentor to 
grow in their faith and deepen their connection to the church. For young 
people, having an adult in the church they can look up to and learn from 
is an important part of growing in faith. We are blessed with caring, 
faithful adults, willing to take the time work with our young people. 
Thank you to all our mentors!

to continuing with the program. Pastor Becky created videos and 
discussion questions that the mentors and confirmands would 
watch individually and then discuss either through Zoom or 
personal meetings. They were also able to host an outdoor food 
and school supply collection for the Fort Mill Care Center. 

We pray that the seeds of faith planted throughout this process 
will continue to grow and mature with the help of this congre-
gation. We encourage all of you to look for ways to continually 
be involved with the children and youth you encounter at PUMC. 
As you get to know them and build relationships, you will find 
you are the one who is most blessed. For one day, you will see 
these young people as faithful adults and know that you played 
some part in nurturing that fruitful seed. Congratulations to all 
the confirmands!

Camryn Clark
mentor - Shannon Dolch

Zander Beasley
mentor - Evan Lackey
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HOSTS & HOSTESSES
As we look forward to seeing the number of in-person worshippers grow, we are in need of hosts to help us on Sunday mornings. 
Even though everyone is wearing a mask, people can see a smile in your eyes and hear joy in your voice as you say, “good morning” 
and we all need some extra love right now. Hosts and hostesses greet at the entrance, 
explain our Covid procedures as needed, check in worshippers and help them find 
socially distant seating. If you’re excited to be in God’s house, can get to church just 
20 minutes early and want to help others feel comfortable and welcome, join our 
team!! Contact Jan Manring at manring.jm@gmail.com. 

EVANGELISM

Serving In Love: The Evangelism team took posters made by the PYG, along with homemade 
thank you cards and sweet treats, to 8 different fire stations and EMT hubs. Everyone was 
very appreciative of the goodies and the blessings. Please keep these first responders in your 
prayers. 

IN THE COMMUNITY

Serving In Love: 
Hosts and Hostesses 
greet worshippers and help to maintain Covid safety protocols. We are 
grateful for the dedication to safe worship taken by members and staff.
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UMW SPECIAL 
RECOGNITION

Jennifer Gaia Lare was 
presented the UMW 

Special Recognition Pin at 
Homecoming. We are happy 

to be able to recognize 
Jennifer’s commitment to 
Christ through her love of 

others. As said by another 
member: “It is a blessing 

to have a friend like her 
that exemplifies what 

unconditional Christian Love 
is and the impact it has on 

so many lives.”

UNITED METHODIST MEN

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
Christmas is coming… well at least Operation Christmas Child 
(OCC) is coming soon! This ministry has not stopped and is 
needed more now than ever. UMW is collecting the month of 
October for the shoebox ministry. Ideas of items needed for 
the boxes: washcloths and bar soap, coloring books, soccer/
kick ball (with manual air pump), toys, dolls, sewing kits, fishing 
kits, tools. Drop off donations in the Christmas wrapped boxes 
in the Narthex or contact Cindi Cahaly, cahaly@comporium.net 
for a porch pickup! In order to properly prepare for packing on 
the 7th, please get all item donations to Cindi by November 1st. If 
you aren’t able to shop, monetary donations are always needed!! 
Cash donations pay for “wow” items for the boxes and help with 
shipping ($9/box). Designate online donations to Ruth Adkins 
Circle or on the memo line of a check.

PANCAKE PACKING PARTY
The annual Pancake Packing Party will be on November 7th from 
9-11! Join us to pack these special gifts for children all over the 
world. For social distancing, we ask each family unit to sign up 
for a specific time to pack. Click here for a packing time. We provide 
the boxes and families will pack togther from the donations 
received. We will have socially distance seating for the pancake 
breakfast. Donations go to shipping. Masks are required. 

BAKE SALE
Nothing, not even a global pandemic, can stop the UMW from 
our annual Bake Sale! The UMW will be offering pies, cakes and 
assorted bakery items for sale around Thanksgiving through 
Sign Up Genius. Anyone in the church who loves to bake is 
welcome to join us baking! Please contact Linda Honeycutt, 
honey6239@comporium.net. The UMW uses the funds raised to 
support local missions like The Children’s Attention Home and 
Safe Passage. More details about ordering the baked goods will 
be in the November newsletter.

PUMC Charge Conference 2020
Sunday, October 25th    |  3:00PM  |  Sanctuary 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

Men in the Mirror
Saturday,  October 17th,  at  7:30am in the Columbarium.  The 
topic:  Is Christ the Lord of your Politics?   Bring a chair and join 
this group of men providing spiritual growth and support. 
Coffee and breakfast biscuit are provided. 
Contact Jim Price: theprices@comporium.net . 

Assistance Ministry
David Lackey helps repair a clothesline at Polly Merritt’s house. 
Other UMM cut the huge tree that’s behind David when it fell 
across her clothesline. The UMM are active in assisting shut-ins 
and others needing house and yard maintenance. To participate, 
contact Will Cotton: wmcotton1@bellsouth.net.
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September was an exciting and busy month for the youth of Philadelphia! On September 13th, seven youth were confirmed. We are so 
excited to welcome them into full membership in the church!

We kicked off PYG on September 13th and will be meeting every Sunday 5:30-7:00pm in the parking lot (weather permitting). This month 
we assisted the Evangelism team in creating posters to be delivered with baked goods to local fire departments and emergency services 
workers! 

In October, we start new series in both Sunday School and PYG! Our new series for Sunday School is Finding Truth, a video series about 
discovering God’s word in a world full of other voices. In PYG we will start a new series called The Story, all about identity! Join us for 
Sunday school on Zoom from 9:30-10:30am. 

If you’re interested in more information about youth events, Sunday School, or volunteer opportunities email maggie@pumcfortmill.org!

PYG - PHILLY YOUTH GROUP

continued on page 6

LIFEGROUPS
In our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world, Philadelphia UMC will soon launch our Life 
Group Ministry for the fall. Life Groups are small groups who meet (either by Zoom, other online formats, or in socially-distance 
spaces) for the purpose of bible study, encouragement, prayer, and fellowship. New LifeGroups will start on devotional books, oth-
ers on specific topics (such as prayer, the parables of Jesus, racial reconciliation, marriage, and issues resulting from Covid-19), and 
others will work through the Bible Project.

In addition, a new LifeGroup webpage is going up to give information and access to all current and future study groups. You’ll see 
descriptions, times, topics, and meeting formats that fit your schedule and needs.

LifeGroups and individual members will soon have access to RightNow Media – a streaming library of Bible study videos and     
Christian content, including films, documentaries, Christian speakers, TV shows, and cartoons for all age groups. Contact Nic Gold 
to learn more about LifeGroups or RightNow Media. nicolas@pumcfortmill.org

KIDS’ VIRTUAL SUNDAY SCHOOL - Every Sunday from 9:50-10:30am
Zoom Sunday School classes for kids have begun. We have classes for preschool and 
elementary. This is great family time, before the 11:00am worship service. Sunday School 
Zoom time will be in addition to the video lessons on our PUMC Children’s Ministry YouTube 
Video Lesson. If you’d like to be placed on the list to receive the weekly Zoom link, contact 
Nic Gold. nicolas@pumcfortmill.org 

CHILDREN & FAMILIES MINISTRY

Serving In Love: Youth assisted the Evangelism team in creating posters to be delivered with 
baked goods to 8 local fire departments and EMS workers to thank them for their sacrifice and 
hard work! Check out the Evangelism photos for how these posters turned out!
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Our CORE Contemporary Band is able to hold socially distance practices 
and are now blessing us on Sunday mornings. 

Trunk R Treat - Sunday, October 25th - 5:00-6:30PM 
Attend, Decorate, Donate Candy
Socially-distanced Trunk R Treat! Families in our church and community are invited to 
drive thru the church parking lot starting from the entrance next to QT. You can see the 
socially distant trunks, and receive (untouched and thoroughly germ free) candy. We 
need people to decorate their car trunk and pass out candy from socially distanced park-
ing spots for this event. We also need candy donations; this should be candy in large, closed bags that hasn’t been open since it 
left the factory. Let Nic Gold know if you would like to do decorate a trunk or donate candy. nicolas@pumcfortmill.org 
The Seven Steps to Decorate a Trunk for Trunk R Treat
Step 1: Sign up to decorate your car trunk by telling Nic nicolas@pumcfortmill.org
Step 2: Choose a theme. Google Trunk-or-Treat ideas if you need help.
Step 3: Decorate!
Step 4: Bring an empty bowl to distribute candy.
Step 5: Show up at the church and park in one of our socially-distanced parking spaces on Sunday, October 25th by 4:30pm.
Step 6: Pick up a pair of latex gloves and candy from the us to distribute.
Step 7: Enjoy watching the kids drive by to get candy in their costumes! Hand out the candy wearing your gloves. This will insure 
everyone feels safe and secure.

Virtual Tour of the Holy Land - Saturday, November 14th - 1:00-1:30PM
Tour the Holy Hand from safety and comfort of your own home. On this virtual voyage and tour via computer, you will see the 
places where the Old Testament prophets, the Israelite kings, and Jesus himself walked. Plan to join us and come learn about 
our Christian tradition with your kids. Remind them that you never know if or when Shawn the Sheep may make an appearance.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES MINISTRY
continued from page 5

WORSHIP ARTS
Christmas at PUMC – Covid style
Christmas this year is going to be very different, just like most of 
2020 has been. I am hoping to have a Virtual Christmas Cantata 
which will involve members of the Chancel Choir and the Core. 
Plans are under way as we speak. The Core has begun practice 
on Wednesdays at 6 pm and are singing regularly at our 11am 
in-person worship services.   

If you have interest in being involved, you do not have to have 
been in the choir or Core before! Contact me, Jim Lowder, 
through email at jim@pumcfortmill.org.  I am looking into ways 
to bring the choir in by sections (Soprano, Alto, etc.) for in-person 
rehearsals and recording. Join us now and help continue to bring 
worship through song to our congregation. Covid has changed, 
but not deterred our praise of the Lord!

I hope during this time of pandemic that you keep a song in your 
heart and a prayer in your soul that as we near the time when we 
celebrate the coming of the Christ-child, we can truly hear the 
true message of Christmas – the Savior of the world is among 
us even today!   
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PUMC resumed in-person worship on June 21st. Your Church Council took great care 
in following CDC and SC United Methodist protocols. Although our sanctuary provides 
for room for 110 persons with social distancing in all directions, attendance numbers 
hovered around 30-35. In July, we had a member of in-person worship test positive for 
Covid19. A look at that incident says a lot about the care and focus taken by your Church 
Council and staff to ensure everyone’s safety. 

Immediately after receiving the positive test result, the member informed the church 
office. PUMC implemented the preplanned protocol. In-person worship services were 
suspended and the church building was closed for two weeks. Using the attendance 
records taken at in-person services, those attending the services, both with the member 
and the Sunday after, were called (a total of 35 calls). One reason we request RSVPs is to 
be able to contact those who were in attendance also, RSVPs help us be prepared in case 
we near our capacity limit. The calls were most cordial and very much appreciated. No 
one else contracted Covid19, but they knew to be alert for symptoms. In-person worship 
was resumed after 2 weeks. The member with the positive Covid-19 test did not develop 
serious symptoms, is virus free, and really appreciated the prayer support. 

What does this say to us? First, have confidence in our cleanliness and in-person worship protocols. Second, personal self-screening 
is a very important part of the process. Third, have renewed confidence in the care and concern of Pastor Becky, your staff, and your 
Council. This Newsletter has articles about other in-person activities and plans by committees and organizations at PUMC. All these 
activities follow the PUMC guidelines and protocols which are developed looking at local and CDC guidelines. We are living in the 
“new normal”, but there are still many opportunities for Christian fellowship and support. Your church has a mission. We can worship 
in love, serve in love, and grow in love, and do it safely.

Remember: please RSVP each Sunday for service. Our attendance has been growing each week and is now around 70! We have room 
for more, but still offer online worship every week if you’re more comfortable joining us from home. 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP

Our hope rests in Jesus Christ and His promise of 
life everlasting. We joined with Christians around 
the world to celebrate World Communion Sunday on 
October 4th. Pastor Becky led the congregation in the 
sacrament and each attendee was offered individual 
communion elements as they exited the sanctuary. 
Praise be to God! 

Worshiping In Love: Proudly wearing masks is 
now a part of our “Sunday Best”!
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1691 Hwy. 160 West 
Fort Mill, SC 29708

Senior Pastor - Rev. Becky Shirley
Director of Worship Art - Jim Lowder
Director of Children & Family Ministries - Nic Gold
Director of Youth Ministries - Maggie Justus 
Office Manager - Denise Watson
Financial Secretary - Stefanie Hill

803-548-0102 
Office Hrs: Mon - Thurs
   9am - 12:30pm
info@pumcfortmill.org
www.pumcfortmill.org
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LAZY 5 RANCH
We had fantastic day at the Lazy 5 Ranch last month. With glorious weather, 
we caravanned along safari-like trails observing the zebras, ostriches, giraffes, 
and water buffalo. Both children and adults were thrilled to see the exotic 
animals up close, feeding from our hands and buckets. Some of the animals 
poked their heads in for a rub, and it was delightful to see the fawns and baby 
pot-bellied pigs, stay close to their moms while waiting for us to toss feed on 
the ground. The highlight of the day was the long-horned steer who decided 
to give The Golds and their car a closer inspection. Thankfully his horns 
prevented him from reaching in too far.

PUMC FALL FUN

Although we’ve had less building use over the last few months, the Trustee Committee has still been working continuously on 
maintenance and other projects.

• Trustees collaborated with the Home School organization on finalizing a PhiladelphiaUnited Methodist Church (PUMC) 
facility use agreement for the 2020–2021 school year.

• Finalization of a November 3rd Election facility use agreement with a York County Precinct is currently in progress.

• After researching methods for further reducing COVID-19 risks at PUMC, Trustees determined that setting the HVAC 
fan(s) to run continuously during building use and further encouraging anyone who has symptoms or been exposed to 
stay home are the best methods for avoiding the risk.

• Doug Chapman and Jim Lowder are collaborating on creating and delivering video training on the setting of HVAC fan(s) 
to run during building use.

TRUSTEES

FORT MILL SCARECROW CRAWL
“Philly” makes his second appearance in this fun 
outdoor activity. Stroll the downtown area to see Philly 
and 117 of his pals October 5th-31st. Take your picture 
with Philly, located in front of Hardees, and vote for your 
favorite on the FM Facebook page.   


