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continued on page 2

As I write this article, we are in the last few weeks of 2020. At this time of year, we would “normally” be planning 
holiday parties, attending Christmas plays and concerts and entering packed shopping malls searching for 
gifts. Our daily schedules would change and adapt to make way for these holiday traditions and events.  
While we may be lamenting that all of those activities are not possible this year, at least not in the ways we are 
used to doing them, if we are honest with ourselves, those “usual holiday” activities and celebrations often 
distracted us from recognizing and honoring the One that both Thanksgiving and Christmas celebrations are 
meant to honor.  

In this year we have come to call “unprecedented”, like most things this year, we are faced with re-thinking 
how we will celebrate. What traditions can we hold onto? Which traditions do we need to modify or let go of 

as we continue to deal with the realities of covid-19? Maybe one of the ways we can redeem the way 2020 is playing out is to listen with 
new ears to words of scripture that are recorded for us in Romans 12:1-2:

“Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. Instead fix your attention on God. You’ll be 
changed from the inside out.” (The Message)

NEW RHYTHMS FOR THE SEASON
OFFERINGS&REFLECTIONS

OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
Wonderful gifts like dolls, markers, coloring books, handmade jump ropes, soccer balls, ball caps, sewing kits and more filled the 
tables of three classrooms. A sweet smell of pancakes mixed with the distinctive smell of sausage let you know breakfast was 
ready. It’s time for Operation Christmas Child... Covid Style. Families and volunteers 
packed for the next two hours and due to the amazing support and love from our 
congregation, we ran out of boxes before running out of gifts. I was starting to tire from 
the hours of setting up and early morning packing, but I couldn’t NOT pack more boxes 
with the great items we had left! Now trying to find plastic shoe boxes this time of year 
is quite a task, but I had pre-purchased labels in anticipation of your generosity and I 

continued on page 3

Serving In Love: Prayers of gratitude and hope were extended over each of the 200 boxes that were packed this year. The most fervent prayers 
were for the spiritual and physical well being of the children who will receive these shoeboxes of love.
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continued from page 1

During this time in which cultural “norms” are being shaken up, let 
us seize it as an opportunity to fix our attention more intentionally 
on God by focusing on what really matters most.

Isn’t that what happened at the manger all those years ago? The 
shepherds, the wise men. Mary and Joseph, each of them fixed 
their attention on God, on the baby wrapped in swaddling clothes. 
While the innkeeper and the other unnamed characters who were 
in Bethlehem at the time of Jesus’ birth were so focused on their 
work, on entertaining the guests in their homes, on cleaning and 
other things that missed Jesus’ presence in their midst.  

So, how can we “do” Thanksgiving and Christmas in new ways this 
year? Are there new traditions you can start in your family to help 
you focus more on Christ at Thanksgiving and at Christmas?  I’d 
love for you to share your thoughts and ideas with me and others. 
You can email me or post your thoughts on the church Facebook 
or Instagram pages. To get us started in thinking along these lines 
here are some suggestions:

1. Centering our heart and mind more fully on the light of Christ 
at work in the world by making an advent wreath to use in our 
homes.  Maybe make this the start of a new holiday tradition 
in our homes where we all light the candles on an advent 
wreath in our homes each Sunday morning as we sit down at 
our breakfast table or lunch table. If you are interested, check 

OFFERINGS&REFLECTIONS

our website and Facebook page the week of Thanksgiving 
for instructions on how to make a simple Advent wreath for 
use in your home.

2. An idea for part of your Thanksgiving Day celebration is to 
set aside time to prayerfully reflect on the ways in which 
you can share the resources God has blessed you with to 
bless others. Can you give more of  your time to volunteer 
efforts at the church or in the community, donate more food 
or personal items, school supplies or clothing to one of the 
local agencies or share more of your financial resources to 
support ministry efforts here and abroad?

3. Realize that our relationships are the most precious gifts that 
God has given us by setting aside specific times each week to 
nurture your relationships by giving your undivided attention 
to family members, co-workers, and neighbors – time to just 
be together and actively listen to one another.

4. Renew your commitment to Christ and His Way of Life by 
starting and ending each day in prayer giving God thanks for 
sending Jesus to us, to bring us Hope, Love, Peace and Joy. 

Serving with you,

It is hard to believe that we are in the last two months of 2020. Over 
the course of this unusual year, Philadelphia has been faced with 
numerous challenges. One of those has been our finances. As a 
nation, we face an uncertain economic future, and Philadelphia is 
no different.  Giving over the course of the year has been below 
what was projected. As a finance committee, we are well aware 
that many individuals’ economic situations may be far different 
than they were a year ago when we conducted our Stewardship 
campaign.

As a result of the challenges 2020 put in our way, the church council, finance committee, and staff have adjusted how we approach the 
church’s finances. In June, we revised our budget and reduced our expenses. Also, the Church received funds from the Payroll Protection 
Program. These funds covered 8 weeks of payroll expenses for our staff. While initially provided as a loan, the Church has applied to 
have that loan forgiven and we expect that application to be approved before year end. We recently modified the mortgage on the 
parsonage, resulting in a lower interest rate and monthly payment.
As a result of the hard work of the church’s leadership team, we are poised to enter 2021 in an economic position close to where we 
started 2020. That is something that I would not have thought possible 6 months ago. However, with the uncertainty that still remains, 
we are forgoing a traditional Stewardship campaign with pledge cards. We understand that many of you may be unaware of what gifts 
you will be able to share with the church in the coming year and that people may be uncomfortable making a pledge they are unsure 
they can meet. While we are not asking for pledges, we do ask that you continue to prayerfully consider sharing what you can towards 
PUMC’s ministries.

FINANCE  COMMITTEE

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCIAL REPORT
$14,051 is needed each week to meet our annual budget of $730,691

$441,016 has been received as of 10/31/20 towards the General 

and Building Funds

$1,097,492 Loan balance for Building and Parsonage

continued on page 2
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OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE IN OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
continued from page 1
was determined to put them on boxes. After an internet search and visits to two stores, I found my prize. A stack of 23 boxes in the 
back corner of Home Depot was all I could find and guess what….I had 23 shipping labels in my pocket. Coincidence? Nope, I don’t 
think so. I think it was God’s reassurance that this is a mission worthy of our prayers, time, service and financial support. And, as if 
it couldn’t get any better, because of all that you did to support the Pancake Packing Party, we packed more boxes than we’ve ever 
done! These 200 boxes of God’s love from our church family to children around the world is proof that our mission to create disciples 
of Christ cannot and will not be stopped even by a global pandemic. Thank you for your commitment to serve God as you were able!

Serving In Love: Handprints of prayer, handwritten letters and homemade jumpropes were put in the boxes to extend a personal connection 
between the recipients and the packer .  
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FINANCE  COMMITTEE

The Finance Committee will 
be proposing a 2021 budget 
to the Church Council that 
is virtually unchanged from 
the revised 2020 budget. 
We want to be honest and 
transparent with everyone. If 
giving remains at the average 
monthly levels we have seen 
since April, the church will 
face a very real prospect of 
running a financial shortfall 
in the third quarter of 
2021. Church leadership 
will continue to look for 
savings where we can find 
them, and opportunities 
for grants where they may 
exist; however, the best 
way to ensure we can meet 
our obligations is with 
your gifts.The Lord has 
provided for Philadelphia 
United Methodist Church 
for many decades through 
the compassionate and 
generous nature of its 
members. I have no doubt 
that that will continue in 
both the short and long term 
future. Thank you as always 
for your support of PUMC 
and our mission.

continued from page 2

WAYS TO GIVE TO PHILADELPHIA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

GivePlus Text: 

Text 844-281-2004, with the amount you want to donate, 
to make one-time or recurring contributions.

Mobile App Giving: 

Search your app store for “GivePlus Church” and 
download the GivePlus app
to make one-time or recurring contributions.

Online Giving: 

Visit pumcfortmill.org to set up and manage your one-
time and recurring gifts.

Why eGiving? - eGiving is an easy and secure way to make your giving contributions. if you can’t attend, 
you can still make a gift, which provides the church financial stability. Additionally, it also helps the 
church by reducing workload on the staff and helps you because you can set recurring donations of 
your giving commitment. For more information, please visit the website, come into the church office or 
call 803-548-0102.

Keep using www.smile.amazon.com for your online purchases.  This is 
a separate website, operated by Amazon that has the same prices and 
products, but when used instead of the standard Amazon.com website, 
will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the charity 
of your choice.  Choose Philadelphia United Methodist Church as the 
charity on your account. You can now use Amazon Smile on your 
iphone app by going to settings and turning on relevant notifications.

The PUMC Virtual Chancel Choir and the CORE are working on our Christmas presentation 
entitled, ‘Bethlehem’. This will be a combination of live and recorded videos on Sunday, 
December 13th at 11:00 am in the Sanctuary. It will be a total virtual cantata aired on 
Facebook on the same morning at the same time and available on the PUMC website. Core 
is rehearsing on Wednesdays, and the Virtual Chancel Choir is rehearsing on Tuesdays by 
sections (Soprano, Alto, Men). 

Want to join us? Contact Jim Lowder at jim@pumcfortmill.org.

Nov. 29th - First Sunday of Advent
Dec. 13th - Christmas Cantata “Bethlehem”- 11:00 am in-person worship
Dec. 24th - Christmas Eve Worship - 4:00pm (Children), 5:00pm Caroling, 6:00pm Service

MUSIC & WORSHIP ARTS
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Trunk R Treat 2020
A huge thanks to everyone who helped 
make this year’s Trunk R Treat a success! 
2020 has encouraged churches to think 
outside the box to find new ways of doing 
ministry. At times, it is difficult to do 
because no one has ever done it before. 
Despite both the pandemic and the rain, 
were quite thrilled that we could have this 
year’s Drive Through Trunk R Treat.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES MINISTRY

continued on page 6
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IN-PERSON SUNDAY SCHOOL
We are happy to announce that in-person Sunday School resumes on December 6th from 11:00am-12:00pm for Nursery, Preschool, and 
Elementary ages. Nursery and Preschool will remain in their rooms as before. Elementary grades will remain inside the Fellowship Hall 
for both Large Group and Small Group Time in socially distanced seating. We plan to record Large Group time to upload later to the 
PUMC Children’s Ministry YouTube page. 

Procedures for entering the building and participating in in-person Sunday School will follow the those of attending in-person worship. 
Hand sanitizer will be at each class door. Adults must wear a mask to enter the education wing.
Zoom Sunday School will continue Sundays from 9:50-10:30am for Preschool and Elementary. Contact nicolas@pumcfortmill.org to 
receive the weekly Sunday School Zoom link. Volunteers are needed. If you’d like to help in the Nursery, Preschool, and Elementary ages, 
in person or on Zoom, help with cameras and sound in Large Group Time, or if you have any questions, please contact Nicolas Gold.

GREAT NEWS CHRISTMAS
Great News Christmas is the seasonal emphasis of the Children’s and Family Ministries of Philadelphia Church. It’s a reach-in, reach-out 
celebration of the birth of Jesus. We keep Christ in Christmas with fun events and activities throughout the Advent season to teach kids 
about the Great News of Jesus and the true meaning of this time of year. 

Please contact nicolas@pumcfortmill.org to help or attend the events:

ZOOM WITH SANTA - Saturday, December 5th, 9-11am
Nothing can stop St. Nicholas from hearing what you want for Christmas! To have a Zoom conversation with Santa Claus, go to the 
Santa Sign-Up Genius Page https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0B4CAAAD28A0FD0-zoom to schedule your talk time with Jolly 
St. Nick. A Zoom link will be sent shortly thereafter.

We do ask that you donate an amount of your choice to La Limye’ Ministries. Each Christmas season, the Children’s and Family Ministries 
of Philadelphia Church raises money for the orphan girls in Haiti. You can donate to La Limye’ Ministries thru online giving at PUMC. 
Use the fund designated La Limye’.

CHRISTMAS AND CRAFTS - Saturday, December 12th, 10-10:45am
Children are invited to attend either in-person in the PUMC Fellowship Hall or on Zoom to make Christmas crafts to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus. If you are joining us via Zoom, you will need white paper (printer or construction), scissors, and something to draw with (crayon, 
marker, or colored pencil). For in-person attendees, children under 5 need a parent or guardian to stay, but all parents are welcome.

CHRISTMAS MOVIE NIGHT - December 12th, 6-7:30pm, Fellowship Hall
Join us to watch the animated film, Abominable. After discovering a Yeti on the roof of her apartment 
building, teenage Yi and her two friends embark on an epic quest to reunite the magical creature with his 
family. But to do so, they must stay one step ahead of a wealthy financier and a determined zoologist who 
want to capture the beast for their own gain.

This will be a fun, socially distanced night with free popcorn, drinks, hot chocolate, and candy. Wear your 
pajamas, bring a chair and a blanket and stay for the door prize.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES MINISTRY

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
Christmas celebration services this year will be different, but with God’s grace and an 
adherence to safety protocols we will gather to give thanks and praises for the birth of 
Jesus Christ. We will start on Christmas Eve with our traditional family service with a 
focus on the youth and a Shawn the Sheep Christmas Puppet Play from 4:00pm 4:30pm. 
Outdoor Christmas Caroling will begin at 5:00pm on the east-side lawn where attendees 
are asked to bring their lawn chairs, warm blankets and luminaries. The main Christmas 
Eve Service, which will begin at 6:00pm, is entitled ‘Filling the Night with Music & Light’. 
Following the service the Sanctuary will be open for a walk through to view the decorations 
and a moment of quiet reflection.
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UNITED METHODIST MEN
Opportunity to make a difference. This has been an unusual year, 
to say the least. We had good attendance at the Men’s state-wide 
retreat at the end of February. Not long after that, Coronavirus 
arrived and everything changed. Men in the Mirror and Gun Safety 
proceeded because they were outdoor events, but the Strawberry 
Festival and Fall Festival BBQ were not held this year. These are 
the main fundraising events for your UMM. Last year we met at 
Cap’t Steve’s and celebrated a good year. We announced gifts of 
more than $4,500 for the PUMC sound system and for a number 
of local missions including Fort Mill Care Center [food pantry], 
Children’s Attention Home, Wesley Foundation, Pilgrim’s Inn, and 
our own Boy Scouts. Missions such as these are the reason we 
exist.
Here is what a number of PUMC men are doing this year to allow 
our missions to continue, despite no fund raising events. They 
are making a substantial free-will contribution to PUMC United 
Methodist Men. Here is how you can participate:  Write a check 
to United Methodist Men, and get it to PUMC. If you are attending 
the in-person service, leave it in the collection box. Just as easy, 
mail it to Philadelphia UMC, 2764 Pleasant Road, Suite A PMB 
11804, Fort Mill, SC 29708
Thank you so much for your help and support of our mission.

BAKE SALE
Each year the UMW raises money for various local missions 
such as: The Children’s Attention Home, Safe Passage, Pilgrim’s 
Inn and Winthrop Wesley. Although not during our normal 
Fall Festival, the UMW came up with a way to help you with 
Thanksgiving dinner and raise money for our missions– An 
Online Bake Sale. Thank you for support of these missions and 
enjoy your Thanksgiving!

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

Serving In Love: United Methodist Men continue to serve our shut-ins by doing lawn work and helping with repairs. If you need some help, please 
contact Will Cotton, wmcotton1@bellsouth.net.
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And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
            - Colossians 3:17

With much appreciation and gratitude, the Nurture Committee would like to extend a heartfelt “Thank you!” 
to all the volunteers who serve and unselfishly give of their time and gifts in service to others. Making a 
commitment to volunteer in the spirit of Christian love has the potential to nourish souls, touch hearts, 
and change lives in countless and often unknown ways. This year has certainly been unique and has 
brought many challenges, but PUMC Nurture Committee volunteers have continued to faithfully serve 
and support each other and our congregation. 

Sharing gifts of compassion, encouragement, and service to others help extend many areas of ministry 
to our PUMC family and those in the body of Christ. Your willingness to volunteer shares the love and light of 
Jesus throughout a community that may be hurting and “searching for something more”. Together 
with you, our volunteers, we are able to reach many more people than would otherwise be possible!  

• Nurture Committee ministries:
• Friends of PUMC member Homebound/Nursing home ministry

Growing In Love: After meeting outside the church for study, the Ladies Bible Study group created a car caravan and processed over to the home of 
one of our beloved worshippers who turned 90; Ann Joyner, Pastor Becky’s mother. We came to the porch, one by one and extended hellos, love and 
gifts. Then we gathered in the yard to sing to her and extended a prayer over her. It was a special day for all.

LIFE  GROUPS
Philadelphia Church wants to see every person in a healthy LifeGroup. We 
have LifeGroup meetings online and in person to help create community in 
a time we all need it more than ever! These groups happen every day, every 
week, for everyone, and you can find the best one for you!
Whether you’re looking for a Men’s, Women’s, Couples, Youth or Kid group, 
there is one that is just right for you!  See our current LifeGroups.

RIGHTNOW MEDIA
PUMC is partnering with RightNow Media to bring you free access to 
their amazing catalogue of Christian content. It’s Christian Netflix with 
thousands of bible studies, films, speakers, documentaries, and content 
for kids. To start your free account: Click the link and it will direct you to the 
Register Page of our church’s account. https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/PhiladelphiaUMC

NURTURE COMMITTEE

continued on page 9
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Angel Tree
The Angel Tree will be up this year at PUMC! Like most happenings in 2020, we’re adapting to an online version, but most importantly 
we will be able to bring smiles to children’s faces and show them the love of Jesus during this holiday season. To select an Angel, 
a please click on this Signup Genius link https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0F4AAAAF2CA64-pumc. We have committed to 
12 Fort Mill families (24 children) which means a lot of opportunities to give and a lot of pages to look through. All gifts need to be 
returned to the tree by December 16th. Very Important: please wrap and label each gift with the family number, child’s name and age. 
If you select a gift card, please return the gift card to the church office (labeled as well) or to Linda Honeycutt. Contact Linda with any 
questions (803-548-6239). Help us make this the best Christmas ever for these families during this holiday season! 

Roof Above
Roof Above (formally Room In the Inn) has recently sent us information on ways we can support our 
neighbors during the upcoming cold months. The Missions committee is coordinating a plan for our 
church on the best way for us to move forward with these new guidelines. We are very excited that even 
though we won’t be able to house neighbors at PUMC this season, will we still be able to serve in some 
capacity. Following further discussion at upcoming meetings we will share the plans for this wonderful 
ministry and how we can continue to serve in love.

Classroom Ready
We have collected 160 folders for Classroom Ready. We need 1620 additional folders to assist all students K-12 in being prepared 
for learning. Folders must be plastic 3-prong 2-pocket. Drop off at church or contact Dawn at 802-355-4224 for a porch pick up.

MISSIONS COMMITTEE

NURTURE COMMITTEE
continued from page 8

• Caring cards ministry
• Faith-Activity-Nutrition (FAN)
• Good Friends shepherding ministry 
• Lay Eucharist ministry 
• Meals ministry
• New member meals 
• Philly Friends (18-23) young adult and college student ministry
• Prayer shawl ministry
• Visitation (hospital or rehab) ministry

If you should you have questions regarding any of the ministries listed above or about Nurture Committee in general contact at  
nurture@pumcfortmill.org. Thank you and may God continue to pour out His best to meet your every need!!

“Try to be a rainbow in someone else’s cloud” --Maya Angelou

During the second half of the year, SPRT continued to meet monthly focusing on staff, recruiting and most recently conducting Pastor 
Becky’s annual evaluation. At each SPRT meeting, Pastor Becky kept the committee informed about the well-being of the staff and the 
work they continued to do even when working remotely and when in-person worship was not possible. While the pandemic hampered 
our earlier recruiting efforts for the Contemporary Worship Leader position, we are back on track having recently interviewed promising 
candidates. We plan to move to the next step in the interview process after Thanksgiving. 

Our pastor and church staff pulled together as a team in response to the unique challenges presented by covid-19. We witnessed 
them demonstrate flexibility and commitment to our congregation as they rapidly learned and applied new skills to keep our church 
community engaged, informed and worshiping God.  Leading by example, while continuing to minister to her flock, Pastor Becky became 
our covid-19 protocol expert and our resident videographer and editor, recording and delivering online services weekly, never missing a 

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE

continued on page 11
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A men’s church softball league was started in Fort Mill in the late 
1970’s and Philadelphia UMC was one of the charter members in 
a league of six or seven teams. In the early years, games were 
played at a few of the churches with ball fields but moved a few 
years later to the Leroy Springs Complex, where some games are 
still played. 
Our team was organized by yours truly, and it was obvious that I 
was no Bobby Cox as we had many very lean years with few victo-
ries for several seasons. I vividly remember one stretch where we 
had lost 20 games in a row and we beat Sisk Memorial Baptist by 
one run. We were celebrating as if we had won the World Series 
and some of the Sisk players took offense to our celebration until 
I told them we were sorry but we had just broke a 20 game losing 
streak. Although on the wrong end of  several lopsided games, we 
did have a lot of fun. Some of the names that made up the first line-
ups were: Homer Bethea. Woody Bennett, Doug Chapman, Tommy 
Faulkenbury, Sam Garrison, Gary Holland, Darrell Huntley, Kelly 
Lightsey, Bob McCarthy, Jim Price, Billy Shugart, George Sumner 
and Rev. Van Thomas. We were really not “over the hill’ but were 
what you might call a “very mature” team.
In later years, we had more youthful players on the team and un-
der the leadership of younger coaches such as Chris Quinn, Ja-
son Cahaly and Evan Lackey, (that’s my story and I’m sticking to 
it) Philadelphia developed into a competitive contender. We were 
champions in 1995, 1996 and 2015 and finished 2nd or 3rd many 
other years.
Our ladies’ team wasn’t started until 20 years after the men’s, but it 
was worth the wait! A few of our ladies played with other churches 
prior to a team being formed at Philadelphia. In 1997, Pam Bren-
wald thought “why not have a PUMC team?” and the rest is history. 
The first couple of years, they joined with Higher Ground Church to 
form a team and a few years later, it became just Philadelphia. In 
addition to Pam, some of the early members of the team included 
Summer Brenwald, Liz Sine, Denise Tesh, Ella Boyd, Charlie Boyd, 
Lisa McCarley, Stacey Taylor, Christina McClusky, Paula Williams 
and Cindi Cahaly. It didn’t take the ladies long to become very com-
petitive. Their first championship was the 2005 regular season 
and they repeated in 2006 with a regular season and tournament 
championship. The ladies mounted an impressive 6 year tourna-
ment champion streak from 2009 to 2014. They brought home 
the trophy again in 2016 and 2020. Yes, everyone played this year 
and stayed healthy! Needless to say, our ladies team has been the 
team to beat year in and year out. 
A special component to both teams is that we’ve had several fa-
ther/sons and mother/daughters share the field together. That’s a 
special time that you can’t get with many sports. Softball also pro-
vides a unique opportunity for evangelism. Sometimes it’s much 
easier to invite someone to play ball than to attend service. Many 

Philadelphia UMC Softball Teams by Doug Chapman
PUMC HISTORY

of our members say they are at PUMC because of the team or that 
they know they can find support in difficult times through team-
mates. Softball also provides fellowship with other churches and 
has fostered countless friendships throughout many years. Thank 
you for your support of our teams!
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PUMC HISTORY
continued from page 10

STAFF PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE

step as worship shifted from in person to online and back again. 

Nic created an entire YouTube channel with new weekly videos that brought to life bible stories that continue to captivate the interest of 
our Sunday School children. With the church nursery closed, he periodically checked in with June and Katherine to see how they were 
doing. Maggie got creative with Zoom scavenger hunts, Sunday School classes and socially distanced activities. All the while keeping 
our youth connected with each other and in touch with God’s word – not always as easy as it may sound! Together with Pastor Becky’s 
sermons, the music of Jim, Denise and the Core continued to be a comfort and inspiration during these uncertain times. In recent 
weeks, Jim’s focus has been leading socially distanced rehearsals with the Chancel Choir, the Core and Handbells in preparation for the 
Christmas Cantata. In the office - even when working from home, Denise W. learned how to create and post the electronic weekly bulletin 
to the church website, design and distribute the bulletin via email and build worship service rsvp forms that have become necessary to 
meet covid-19 tracing protocols. Stefanie continues to keep our finances and contributions on track and worked closely with the Finance 
Committee to manage the Payroll Protection Program loan. 

We hope you will join the SPRT in commending Pastor Becky for her leadership and members of staff for their resilience and unwavering 
commitment to God’s work at PUMC.

continued from page 9
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1691 Hwy. 160 West 
Fort Mill, SC 29708

Senior Pastor - Rev. Becky Shirley
Director of Worship Art - Jim Lowder
Director of Children & Family Ministries - Nic Gold
Director of Youth Ministries - Maggie Justus 
Office Manager - Denise Watson
Financial Secretary - Stefanie Hill

803-548-0102 
Office Hrs: Mon - Thurs
   9am - 12:30pm
info@pumcfortmill.org
www.pumcfortmill.org

Mailing Address StaffContact

Aw Shucks!
In October and November, the PUMC youth really enjoyed getting into the fall spirit with some (more) outdoor activities, but with the 
cool fall weather to give it more normal feel. On October 18th we had a pumpkin carving and decorating night! What a cool way to 
see everyone’s creative side and spend some time together! Carvings ranged from traditional halloween, to superheroes, to cartoon 
characters to former presidents. Some people painted their pumpkins and few even released their pandemic stress with a pumpkin 
smashing session. Everyone left with smiles.

We kicked off November with a trip to Aw Shucks in Monroe, North Carolina! It was a one hour drive from PUMC and while we arrived 
safely, a few of us got a little lost in the corn maze, which was our first stop. Some youth checked out and played with farm animals 
which included goats, sheep, pigs, chickens, turkeys and a few rabbits. There was a pond, and a few youth cast fishing lines into 
the water, but we’re hard pressed to say there was much fishing... only one person caught anything! We are loving spending time 
together outside with this beautiful fall weather!

Eagle Scout
Congratulations to our own Nathan Sageser for earning the rank of Eagle Scout! 
Some of our youth were in attendance to celebrate this wonderful accomplishment 
early on in the month of October!

Right Now Media
We have truly been enjoying diving into Right Now Media and their dedicated 
youth section! We have recently completed studies on the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan and the Parable of the Builders. We are looking forward to starting 
a new series called Jesus Changes Everything! Sunday school meets via zoom 
from 9:30-10:30 am! 
If you are interested in joining us, email maggie@pumcfortmill.org for the Zoom 
link!

In the upcoming months we are looking 
forward to more outdoor PYG meetings, 
but also some fun events including a movie 
night, service opportunities, and Christmas 
celebrations! It’s a great time to get 
involved with Youth Ministries as a youth 
or volunteer! For more information email 
maggie@pumcfortmill.org!

PHILLY YOUTH GROUP - PYG

2764 Pleasant Road
Suite A, PMB 11804 
Fort Mill, SC 29708


