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Worshiping in Love Growing in Love Serving in Love 

This year, St. Patrick’s Day will be 
celebrated just about midway through 
the season of Lent this year. To refresh 
your memory, St. Patrick’s Day means 
so much more than Leprechauns, 
shamrocks, wearing green and Irish 
culture. At its core, St. Patrick’s Day is 
really a day to celebrate and remember 
the gift of restoration – restoration of 

our relationship with God and one another. 

You may recall that long before he was named a “saint”, Patrick 
asked questions about how we are to live a restored life in 
community with others. He asked questions like the ones we will 
be exploring in our Lenten Sermon Series: “Are You Kidding Me? 
A Look at the Parables of Jesus through the eyes of a child.” (ex: 
What does it mean to be nice? merciful? forgiving? generous? 
etc.).  

In asking himself these questions, when he would travel to 
a new village, he would spend his time getting to know the 

RESTORING OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD & EACH OTHER
OFFERINGS & REFLECTIONS

people who lived there – seeking to understand them and their 
ways of life. My best friend, Kathy, who is Catholic, once told 
me that St. Patrick lived with an understanding that: “before 
we can believe and behave, we must know we belong”. This 
understanding led him to focus his time on creating meaningful 
community experiences as he shared meals with the people 
in the community. He also spent time studying scripture and 
praying together with the people, much like the first Christians 
did in Acts 2:42-47. 

History tells us that he baptized over 120,000 persons and 
established over 300 churches, having found Ireland heathen, 
he left it Christian. However, we would do well to remember 
that Patrick did not become the superstar pastor of a multisite, 
nationwide church. Instead, in humility, he worked to make each 
community self-sustaining, so that when he had to move on 
to another village, the young church would continue meeting 
together, serving one another and caring for the community.  In 
other words, his ministry was one of equipping a new generation 
of leaders to continue the work of guiding their community 

PUMC SETS MARCH 28TH FOR CONGREGATIONAL DISCUSSIONS 
ON GENERAL CONFERENCE DECISIONS ON CHURCH’S FUTURE

As you know from the media and from Pastor Becky’s pulpit 
remarks, the United Methodist Church seeking to adopt a way 
forward on the matter of the policies regarding homosexuality, 
same gender marriage, and ordination of LGBTQ persons at the 
General Conference in May. There is a lot of misinformation 
circulating and we want our congregation to be equipped with 
the facts.

On Saturday, March 28th at 9:00am, Rev. Ken Nelson, South 
Carolina Conference Director of Clergy Services has agreed 
Pastor Becky’s request to join us to discuss this matter. He has 
been leading the “Listening Sessions” at locations around the 
state and we are fortunate that he is in a position to respond to 
our invitation. The purpose of this conversation is to discern how 

decisions at the General 
Conference could affect 
PUMC, exchange personal 
thoughts on these matters, 
listen for the Spirit, and 
grow in God’s wisdom. 
Rev. Nelson will also 
show us how we can stay 
current with accurate facts 
regarding the ever evolving 
proposals coming before 
the General Conference in 
May.

continued on page 2
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toward Christ. 

So, maybe this month, instead of just wearing green on St. 
Patrick’s Day (March 17), we might spend some time each day 
following the example of St. Patrick, who sought to imitate 
Christ by:

     1 - Asking some of the same questions Patrick asked – 
questions like the following: “How can I/ how do I communicate 
that all people are welcome in God’s church?”  and “How does 
my life reflect God’s gracious hospitality?  mercy?  forgiveness? 
generosity?”

    2 – Spending time getting to know the people around us at 
a deeper level by creating meaningful community experiences 
– sharing meals together, walking together or simply sitting in 
each other’s presence and sharing life together

    3 –Mentoring the next generation of leaders to continue the 
work of Christ in this world beyond our days 

 Will join me in taking on one, two or all three of these practices? 

Prayerfully,

Becky

continued from page 1
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FINANCE REPORT

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCIAL REPORT

It is with joy and anticipation of God’s work through our church 
that we look at our finances in 2020. We received our highest 
pledge amount ever through our stewardship campaign to 
support the highest budget this church has ever put forth. That 
increased commitment means new ministries, missions, and 
programs as we reach out love.

Currently, we are looking forward to installing a new sound system 
in the sanctuary to improve our worship on Sunday mornings 
as well as special events like the children’s choir performances 
and special music. I’m sure most of you have noticed the issues 
we experience with the audio during services and places in the 
sanctuary where you just can’t hear very well. Our 14 year old 
system is not adequate or reliable any longer.

After much due diligence, the total cost of the new system is 
just over $43,000. This amount was not considered in the budget 
mentioned above. So far, we have received dedicated gifts and 
a special grant from the district totaling around $12,000 for the 
project. The Finance Committee and the Church Council have 
agreed to fund the remainder from our Capital Endowment Fund, 
but caution that this will severely deplete this church “emergency 
fund” for unexpected expenses.  

With your support we can replenish this important source of 
emergency funds. Would you consider making an additional 
contribution to PUMC to help reach this goal? Please earmark 
donations “Sound System”. A donation can be made through any 
of our online avenues or via envelope.

On behalf of PUMC the Finance Committee and Church Council 
would like to thank you for your prayerful consideration in giving 
to this special project.

continued from page 1

MARCH 28TH SET FOR CONGREGATIONAL 
DISCUSSIONS ON FUTURE OF CHURCH

$63,651 is needed each month to meet our annual budget of 
$763,387

$47,432 has been received as of 1/31/20 towards the General and 
Building Funds

$59,670 has been spent as of 1/31/20 from the General and Building 
Funds

$1,156,274  Loan balance for Building and Parsonage as of 1/31/20

THANK YOU PUMC MEMBERS 
FOR A STRONG AND SUCCESSFUL 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN; CHURCH 
COUNCIL APPROVES MUCH NEEDED 

SOUND SYSTEM UPGRADE 
OPP0RTUNITY TO SUPPORT REPLENISHMENT 

OF THE PUMC CAPITAL ENOWMENT FUND

Rev. Ken Nelson, congregational 
specialist with the S.C. United 

Methodist Conference.

Bishop Holston shared personal 
thoughts on this matter in the 
February edition of the Methodist 
Advocate. He has called for us 
to walk as a people of faith, who 
profess love, and trust the Lord 
our God. He councils, walk by faith 
toward the future. We must press 
on, no matter the obstacles. For 
indeed what you seek, you will 
find.  He concludes: “So, get out 
of your comfort zone. Practice 
listening to and obeying the voice 
of the Holy Spirit, as well as following the truth of God’s Word. 
Make the decision to focus on the possibilities instead of the 
problems, and in the process, you will be walking by faith toward 
God’s promises.”
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What is Lent?
Lent is one of the oldest observations on the Christian calendar. 
Like all Christian holy days and holidays, it has changed over the 
years, but its purpose has always been the same: self-examination 
and penitence, demonstrated by self-denial, in preparation for 
Easter. In 325, the Council of Nicea discussed a 40-day Lenten 
season of fasting, but it’s unclear whether its original intent 
was just for new Christians preparing for Baptism, but it soon 
encompassed the whole Church. 

As we enter into this season of Lent at Philadelphia, may our church be in prayer for the United Methodist Church as it prepares for 
the General Conference in May that decisions made there be sanctioned by the Holy Spirit and that the business of the church be 
carried out in love and respect for one another.

Wednesday night music opportunities:

WORSHIP MINISTRIES

• Jubilate Ringers: 6:00pm in the Sanctuary

• Children’s Choirs: 6:00pm 

• “Joy Praize” (3rd – 6th grade) – Fellowship Hall with Phil Brigman

• “Joyful Noize” (K – 2nd grade) – Choir Room with Shannon Miller

• “Little Lights” (3 – 5 yr olds) – Middle School room with Melissa Cotton

• Chancel Choir: 7:00 pm in the Choir Room

Sunday, March 29th, 12:15pm, Fellowship Hall – Invite your 
neighbors, friends and relatives!

• Learn about careers in fields such as Construction, 
Education, Engineering, Healthcare, Information 
Technology, Law, Law Enforcement and Safety Services, 
Real Estate, Retail, Social Work, State, Local and Federal 
Employment, and Many Others

• Information Sessions on Interviewing, Job Search Skills, 
Networking, and South Carolina employment resources will 
also be provided.

• This event is designed for those looking for work, those 
thinking about changing careers, and students wishing to 
learn more about various careers.  

PLEASE VOLUNTEER TO SPEND AN HOUR AT ONE OF OUR 
CAREER TABLES AS A MENTOR.  Whether you are new to your 
job or career, or fully established, your insights can make a 
difference in someone’s life.
To volunteer, register to attend, for further information, or for 
help in finding a Career Mentor please contact Maggie Justus at  
maggie@pumcfortmill.org, or Douglas Ray, dray@stu.edu.

PUMC COMMUNITY CAREER FAIR
We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: 
prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the 
teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, 
in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in 
cheerfulness.

- Romans 12:6-8

have allowed us to expand our ministries far beyond our earlier 
dreams. The Fellowship Hall building was completed in 1992 
at a little over $600,000 and the Sanctuary building, completed 
in 2006 was $2,550,639. The stained glass windows in the 
sanctuary were $46,000. In a short 12 years, 2032, Philadelphia 
will be 200 years old. We can only imagine what God has in store 
for us during the next 100 years but we must be willing to meet 
the challenges with our energy and talents no matter what the 
financial cost may be.

A FINANCIAL HISTORY OF 
PHILADELPHIA UMC

continued from page 8
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Have you seen the new youth bulletin board? Stop by outside 
the fellowship hall and check it out! This is the go-to place for 
information about all things youth including announcements, 
curriculum, and calendars.
This month the PYG youth have been working on a curriculum 
series called ‘Choose Your Own Adventure’. It’s about making your 
faith and your relationship with God an adventure. “We all love a 
great adventure story. Maybe that’s because, deep down, we know 
we’re designed to live an adventure story of our own — and with 
Jesus, we can. There is no greater adventure than the journey of 
knowing God more deeply. We can do that by spending time with 
God, spending time with others, sharing our stories, and using our 
gifts to serve others.”
Come join us on Sunday mornings at 9:45 and 11:00 to learn about 
the beginnings of our faith history. We are starting a new series 
called Exploring the Bible: Introducing the Old Testament! This book 
gives us in depth insight into the Old Testament while connecting it 
to modern-day reality in a way that makes it entertaining and easy 
to understand. If you’ve ever been reluctant to study the bible or 
didn’t know where to start- this book is for you!

ADULT LEADERS NEEDED FOR PYG
PYG meets every Sunday afternoon at 5pm for youth fellowship 
and fun, and to learn about God. It is comprised of middle and 
high school students at PUMC, and led by youth director Maggie 
Justus. The format of PYG involves support from Adult Leaders  
from the church who assist in lesson facilitation, program support 
and generally helping guide the youth as they seek to understand 
their place and purpose in the world.  Contact Maggie Justus to 
learn about serving as an adult voluteer/leader.

PYG - PHILLY YOUTH GROUP

Growing In Love: 
Youth work together 
to come up 
adventures they go 
on with their friends. 
What adventures can 
you go on with God?

Growing In Love: Youth learn that working together to accomplish a goal 
is always easier than doing it alone. Faith is not a solo mission! We’re in it 
together!

Meet Stefanie Hill, our financial secretary. As a part time member of our staff, not all of us have 
had the opportunity to meet Stefanie, but she’s been a member of our family since 2017. She logs 
all contributions and provides members with their Contribution Statement quarterly and annually. 
She also maintains the accounts payable and payroll while providing answers to members’ 
questions about such things as committee budgets. Her work must meet auditing standards and 
she meets monthly with the Finance Committee.   
Stefanie is from Port Huron, Michigan and graduated from Western Michigan University.  She 
moved here with her husband, Chip and two daughters, Kate and Reece. They came to Fort Mill 
for her husband’s job transfer, but they are all enjoying the relief from Michigan winters. Stefanie 
is president of Gold Hill Middle School PTA. They are members of Forest Hill Church and the girls 
are active in youth group and sports. Her family recently grew with the addition of  brother and 
sister Yorkie puppies, Loki and Poppi. 
Stefanie works at PUMC Monday and Tuesday from 8:00 - 12:30. She may be reached by calling 
the church office (803) 548-0102 x230 or at stefanie@pumcfortmill.org. She definitely recommends the “Give Plus Church” app. 
You can use it to make one-time or recurring contributions. Because it’s digital, it reduces the chance of mistakes and is appreciated 
by the volunteer counters. Search the app store for “Give Plus” or go to the PUMC website and click on “Give Online”.

Serving In Love: Stefanie Hill 
provides contribution reconciliation 
services to our members and 
financial control to the church.

PUMC STAFF SPOTLIGHT
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As part of the Easter season, the Children’s Ministry will be 
collecting new baby items to support the Palmetto Women’s 
Center. Children are encouraged to bring items to Sunday School 
or any of our Easter events: Small round laundry baskets, baby 
wipes, diapers-sizes newborn through 3, lotion, shampoo, body 
wash, clothing up to 12 months, crochet blankets and booties, 
baby books, car and home safety items, health kits, hair brushes, 
bottles, and bottle brushes.

CHILDREN, COOKIES, AND CANVAS
Saturday, March 21st, 
10-11am. Children are 
invited to a painting 
party full of art, cookies, 
and Easter Fun! The 
event is free with all 
supplies provided. 
Children under six years 
old should have a parent or guardian help with the activity. RSVP 
at nicolas@pumcfortmill.org.

KIDS’ EASTER PARTY
April 4th, 11:00am-1:00pm. 
Families from our church and 
community are invited to come 
out for the games, prizes, and 
craft activities, as we celebrate 
the Resurrection of Jesus. Free 
Hot Dogs will be provided. We 
need volunteers to help with 

games, craft activities, food, set-up and take-down. Please fill 
out the connection card to volunteer, sign up at the table in the 
Narthex, or contact Nic at nicolas@pumcfortmill.org.

ROCKY RAILWAY VBS
Climb aboard for 
mountains of fun at 
Rocky Railway! On this 
faith-filled adventure, 
kids discover that 
trusting Jesus pulls 
them through life’s ups 
and downs. Rocky Railway VBS is coming to PUMC June 22nd 
thru 25th from 9:30am-11:45am. Register today to participate 
and volunteer: https://vbspro.events/p/events/b4aed5 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL:
THE GOSPEL PROJECT
The Gospel Project is the exciting Sunday School experience 
that was started last year at PUMC. Each week, Grades K-5 start 

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES off in the Fellowship Hall for a time of worship, videos, fun, and 
a large group lesson. For each series, children enter a thematic 
scenario (such as a hospital, police precinct, NASA, or record 
store) and hear a bible story from a different character and our 
Sunday School mascot, Shawn the Sheep. They introduce the 
video lessons, apply it to the children’s lives, and teach them 

about Jesus in a fun, creative way. Children are then dismissed 
to their regular classrooms for a small group time of activities, 
crafts, snacks, and further reflection. 
Both the curriculum and the format have been receiving high 
praise from kids and parents. Children are laughing and learning. 
Sunday School volunteers are saying how much easier it has 
been for them to help but also how much of a bigger impact they 
are having. Join us this Sunday! Your kids and grandkids will love 
coming to Sunday School.

Growing In Love: Our children’s Sunday School curriculum teaches Bible 
stories in a manner that is fun, relatable and easy to understand.
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SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE
Save the date! Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
(SHP) will be held on April 25th.  Everyone 
that participated last year commented on 
how much fun they had participating in 
this important project. Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace is a nonprofit organization that 
builds and delivers beds to children who 

don’t one. Luke and Heidi Mickelson founded SHP in 2012 in 
Twin Falls, Idaho. As of November 2019, the organization has 
200 chapters around the United States and has built over 35,000 
beds. Imagine how hard it is for a child to go to school day after 
day of sleeping on the floor or a chair. PUMC will work with SHP 
to build 10 beds for children in our area. This is a great event 
for people of all ages and abilities. Childcare is provided. Even 
those in childcare will have the opportunity to make a gift for the 
recipients of the beds. Everyone can be a part of this mission to 
give back to those in need in our community. Volunteers must be 
13-years old or older to build the beds, however; some of our 10-
12 age kids were able to participate in “running” items needed 
from station to station. Look for a sign up in the Narthex in April. 
We will need volunteers for childcare (Safe Sanctuary trained), 

at least 50 volunteers to build the beds (sawing, staining, 
hammering, etc) and kitchen/food set up and clean up for lunch. 
Please contact Shannon Dolch at shannondolch@gmail.com if 
you have any questions. 

Room in the Inn 
There will be an End of Season RITI luncheon on Sunday, March 
22nd in the Fellowship Hall at noon. This luncheon is for everyone 
that has volunteered in anyway for RITI. We will discuss positives 
and any changes our volunteers think we should consider for the 
next season. As our leadership of this ministry is changing, it is 
important to have lots of communication between captains and 
volunteers. If you have any questions please contact Shannon 
Dolch at shannondolch@gmail.com.

Fort Mill Care Center  
Thank you for using the basket in the Narthex to donate non-
perishable foods. Some members take items directly to the Care 
Center in Fort Mill, but they request that all clothing be taken to 
Flint Hill Baptist Church Clothing Room at 269 Flint Hill Road. 
They opened this clothing room for the Care Center many years 
ago as keeping stock of food items and providing assistance 
services is where the center focuses its resources. The clothing 
stays local and Care Center clients are referred there. Many 
thanks for taking your clothing donations to Flint Hill.

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
On Sunday, February 16th approximately 35 women, from PUMC 
and other churches in our district, gathered for the UMW Call 
to Prayer and Self Denial. Our prayers were for the well being 
of children and youth around the world and those that live 
next door. We learned about the eight Regional Missionaries 
serving in places like Africa and Latin America supported by the 
sacrificial giving of UMW globally. Most importantly, we reflected 
on Paul’s writings to Corinth in hopes of realizing that by freely 
opening our hands and hearts to the will of God, our own lives 
are enriched beyond measure. It seems like a paradox that in 

MISSIONS COMMITTEE

giving we receive and we often need that experience to realize it 
is beyond our understanding, yet within our reach.

SHROVE PANCAKE DINNER
One of our favorite traditions is hosting the Shrove Pancake 
Dinner at PUMC. Kristin Gommer shared with us that Shrove 
Tuesday is a day of celebration as well as repentance. The word 
shrove is to confess and seek forgiveness, being “shriven” of sin. 
By tradition, eating pancakes on this day was a way to use up 
butter, eggs, milk, and fat in preparation for fasting during Lent.

Growing In Love: A painting party brings out the creative side in these 
beautiful women and Zepplin, Allie’s service dog! Thank you Elizabeth 
Graver for organizing and leading.

Growing in Love: A PUMC “Fat Tuesday” includes all the pancakes one 
can eat, an informational message, pancake flipping fun and wonderful 
fellowship.  
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NURTURE  COMMITTEE

Growing In Love: Senior Friends met recently in the Fellowship Hall for a “heartfelt” gathering. All present were treated to a delicious Italian lunch 
provided by Olive Garden and served up with love by the ladies of the UMW. The Valentine’s Day theme was continued through the decorations and 
lively games. Games Mistress Leslie led the lively Saints vs Angels competition, and awarded prizes to all in attendance. Special thanks to the UMW 
for a memorable luncheon event!

CONNEXION
On Thursday, March 5th, we will be helping out at Samaritan’s Purse in Charlotte, NC. Meet 
in the Fellowship Hall parking lot at 8:45am to carpool for our shift. After we are finished, 
we will head back to Fort Mill to enjoy a wonderfullunch at the Towne Tavern.
Many of you may be aware of Samaritan’s Purse, because of Operation Christmas Child 
and our annual Pancake Packing Party. However, you may not be aware that this awesome 
organization reaches out to children throughout the year. We will be helping them with 
their efforts to ensure that little ones all over the world feel the love of Jesus. It is a 
“goosebump city” kind of mission and we love being able to help them with their efforts. 
Please contact Pat and George Wilson to find out information about our future Connexion 
Crew activities. gpwilson71@gmail.com.

SENIOR FRIENDS

March 17th at 11:30am, Lunch and entertainment in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring a side dish or dessert and enjoy our special 
guests: The Kopy Cats!  

LUNCH BUNCH
The Single Ladies Lunch Bunch will meet at Family Billiards, 1037 Camden Avenue, Rock Hill, at 11:30 on March 21st. 

Topic: More Thorns Than Roses - Saturday, March 21st at 7:00am, Fellowship Hall. This 
is a time of personal growth and support for men. It is not a class or Bible study but a 
discussion with personal meaning and feedback from the experiences of other men. 
Facilitated by Bill Ray this month.

• Tuesday, March 10th, 7:00pm  

• A wonderful dinner prepared by Ben Himes

• There will be big changes this year at Strawberry Festival

• Career Mentoring program for young adults

• UMM helps Shut-ins

UNITED METHODIST MEN
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MARCH - MONTH AT A GLANCE
Date Event Time

Thu, March 05 Connexion Group - Samaritan's Purse 8:45 AM

Sun, March 08 2nd Sunday Social 10:30 - 11:00 AM

Fri, March 06 Friends In Christ Circle 10:00 AM

Tue, March 10 Senior Friends 11:30 AM

Tue, March 10 UM Men Dinner Meeting 7:00 PM

Thu, March 12 Room in the Inn 5:00 PM - 6:00 AM

Sun, March 15 Church Council 3:00 PM

Sat, March 21 Men in the Mirror 7:00 AM

Sat, March 21 Children, Cookies, and Canvas   10:00 AM

Sun, March 22 RITI End of Season Lunch 12:00 PM

Thu, March 26 Room in the Inn 5:00 PM - 6:00 AM

Sat, March 28 PUMC General Conference Discussion 9:00 AM

Every Wednesday Children's Choirs &  Jubilate Ringers 6:00 PM

Every Wednesday Chancel Choir 7:00 PM

Every Thursday CORE 6:00 PM

Every Sunday PYG (Philly Youth Group) 5:00 - 7:00 PM

1691 Hwy. 160 West 
Fort Mill, SC 29708

Senior Pastor - Rev. Becky Shirley
Director of Worship Art - Jim Lowder
Director of Children & Family Ministries - Nic Gold
Director of Youth Ministries - Maggie Justus 
Office Manager - Denise Watson
Financial Secretary - Stefanie Hill

803-548-0102 
Office Hrs: Mon - Thurs
   9am - 12:30pm
info@pumcfortmill.org
www.pumcfortmill.org

Address StaffContact

A FINANCIAL HISTORY OF PHILADELPHIA UMC

While sorting through some old Philadelphia church records, I found several financial references that were interesting. While our first 
location was established in 1832, the earliest records found stated that a church was constructed in 1878 at a cost of $250. The 
membership at that time is listed as 23 males and 48 females. In 1894, a church was constructed at a new location near the present 
entrance to Waterstone near Aldi’s Supermarket on Hwy 160 West. Records show 
in late 1893 and early 1894 that $385 had been collected for the new church and 
$332 had been spent for materials. The Pastor’s salary was listed as $175 yearly 
divided between the 5 churches he served on the Charge.

Mr. Bill Coltharp recalls his grandfather telling him about moving a church with 
mules and timbers down the road (present Hwy 160) to our present location. 
Records show that a new wood frame church was constructed during 1907 
and 1908. This church was replaced with a new brick church in 1942 and 1943. 
Although no final figures for the total cost are recorded, there were 14,000 bricks 
purchased at a cost of $203 and 1,500 feet of oak flooring for $135. Wow, how 
times have changed! The ten stained glass windows that are now in the Narthex 
and Parlor cost $378, which included the lettering for the names on the windows. 
The yearly total church budget for 1941 to 1943 varies from $468 to $483 which 
included the Pastor’s salary $50 to $60 per month, split between 3 or more 
churches.

In contrast to these earliest figures, our present facilities cost a great deal more but 

By Doug Chapman, Church Historian

Worshipping In Love: Philadelphia United Methodist 
Church circa 1908.


