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Worshiping in Love Growing in Love Serving in Love 

“Be still, and know that I am God!
I am exalted among the nations,
I am exalted in the earth.”   (NRSV)

                                      - Psalm 46:10

Focus is so important.  For example, 
diffused light has no power at all.  
On the other hand, focused light has 
tremendous power.  For instance, by 
focusing the power of the sun through 

a magnifying glass, you can set a leaf on fire.  But you can’t 
set a leaf on fire if the same light is unfocused.  When light is 
concentrated at an even higher level, like a laser beam it can 
even cut through a block of steel. 

In the same way a focused life and a focused church will have 
far greater impact than unfocused ones.  I believe that is what 
God desires of us, a focused life and a focused church.  I want 
to challenge each of you to join me in doing two things that I 
believe will help us maintain a powerful focus:

A GREATER IMPACT THROUGH A FOCUSED LIFE
OFFERINGS&REFLECTIONS

         PRAY – Prayer must be at the foundation of everything we 
do.  I want to challenge us as a congregation to be a “First 15” 
people. By this, I mean a people who consistently spend the First 
15 minutes of each day focusing on our relationship with Christ.  
You might begin this time with a devotional reading like “The 
Upper Room”, listening to a hymn or Christian music  or reading 
a portion of the Bible followed by a time of intentional prayer for 
God to breakthrough in new and miraculous ways in our lives 
and in our church.   A praying church is a powerful church.

        PARTICIPATE – Be faithful in your attendance in worship and 
get involved in a Sunday school class or one of our other small 
group ministries. Get involved by using the gifts and talents 
that God gave you to make an impact. If we don’t make spiritual 
growth a priority in our lives, as life’s responsibilities, problems, 
bills and demands grow bigger and bigger, we lose sight of God’s 
grace, power and presence.

I believe if we do these two things, our personal lives and the 
world around us can become more and more like Jesus intends 

PUMC DELEGATION ATTENDS UMC LISTENING SESSION
Report by Bill Ray, 
Church Council Member at Large 

20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe 
in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, 
Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that 
the world may believe.”  John 17:20-21 NKJV

With these words, a “Listening Session” was opened by Rev. Ken 
Nelson at Union United Methodist Church in Irmo, SC on Sunday 
January 24, 2020.  The purpose of this structured session was 
for Methodists like you and me to provide feedback to the South 
Carolina delegates going to the General Conference in early May.  
As you know, the Methodist Church is not in agreement on the 
policies regarding homosexuality, same gender marriage, and 
ordination of LGBTQ persons. Our group of about a dozen joined 

with several hundred others at 
this event, which is one of several 
planned bt the South Carolina 
Conference.  At tables seating 
8, arranged across an entire 
basketball floor, each table was 
asked to provide their collective 
wisdom on the following three 
questions. Here are examples of 
actual answers from this session:

1. What are your hopes for the 
United Methodist Church?

Example answer:  That we will 
determine God’s will and come to 

Rev. Ken Nelson, congregational 
specialist with the S.C. United 

Methodist Conference.
continued on page 2

continued on page 2
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them to be - places of peace, joy and love.  The journey begins 
each week on Sunday. I hope to see you in Worship as we pray 
and participate in this life of faith together.

 Prayerfully,

Becky

continued from page 1

OFFERINGS
&REFLECTIONS

final agreement on this matter once and for all. To do God’s will.

2. What are your main concerns for the UMC?

Example answers:  That the church will splinter into factions and 
as a result we will be less effective.  If we split, what will happen 
to church buildings and pastors?

3. What should the delegates to the General Conference know?

Example answers:  We will be praying for the delegates.  It is 
very important to resolve this matter and regain our momentum.  
Make sure that what we say here today gets to General 
Conference.

The results of these session are 
posted online at https://www.
umcsc.org/gc2020/

We will have an information session 
at PUMC in March. Keep an eye 
out for more information.

continued from page 1

Serving in Love: PUMC members provided feedback to these South Carolina Delegates to the General Conference. The session was structured in 
such a way as to gather our collective wisdom and provide it for the delegates as a written document.

The newly revised Evangelism Team had their first meeting in 
January. We have a lot of work ahead of us and can only be 
successful with your help!

Our initial project is to have greeters at all three (3) entry doors 
and a person at the Welcome Station. The 8:30 and 9:45 
services are in need of willing participants to open the doors 

and welcome everyone into God’s house of worship. Thanks 
to willing servants, the 11:00 o’clock service currently has 28 
participants on the roster!

The person at the Welcome Station will greet and offer Welcome 
Packets to those interested in receiving information about 
Philadelphia United Methodist Church. 

The commitment is for 15 to 20 minutes 
before service for all four (4) Sundays 
in a given month.  Only one (1) to 
1 1/2 hours/month of your time 
to make a difference in a person’s 
day. Training is being planned. 
Please contact Jan Manring at 
jmanring.jm@gmail.com.

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE
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Lent Begins
Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which 
begins on Ash Wednesday, February 26th, and ends on Holy 
Saturday (day before Easter). Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon 
word lencten, which means “spring.” The season is a preparation 
for celebrating Easter. Historically, Lent began as a period 
of fasting and preparation for baptism by converts and then 
became a time for penance by all Christians. The First Sunday 
describes Jesus’ temptation by Satan; and the Sixth Sunday 
(Palm Sunday), Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem and his 
subsequent passion and death. Because Sundays are always 
‘little Easters,’ the penitential spirit of Lent should be tempered 
with joyful expectation of the Resurrection.

Ash Wednesday Service of Worship
February 26th - 6:30pm 

The Lenten season is a preparation for celebrating Easter as 
we confront our own mortality and confess our sin before God 
within the community of faith. The use of ashes as a sign of 
mortality and repentance has a long history in Jewish and 
Christian worship. During the service, worshippers will be invited 
to participate in the Imposition of Ashes, (marking the forehead 
with the sign of the cross using ashes made from the burning of 
palm leaves). This ancient practice can be a powerful nonverbal 
and experiential way of participating in the call to repentance 
and reconciliation. The ashes that we use are from the burning 
of the palm branches we used on Palm Sunday of the previous 
year. 

Children and Adult Music Ministry
Our Children’s choir programs are meeting at 6 pm (NEW TIME) 
on Wednesday nights. Little Lights (3-5 yr olds) and Joyful 
Noize (grades K-2) are using a new music curriculum entitled 
“Champions of Faith.”  Age appropriate songs, bible lessons 
and activities are included in this curriculum. Joy Praize (grades 
3-8) are rehearsing the musical “Born Again Identity”. Our hand 
bell choir, Jubilate Ringers also rehearses from 6-7pm and the 
Chancel Choir from 7-8pm. Come explore music as a way of 
praising our Lord and serving your church. 

WORSHIP MINISTRIES
Your Finance Team is always looking for ways to help us be 
good stewards of our financial resources and make giving as 
easy as possible for you. We now have several ways to eGive 
as well as traditional envelope offerings on Sundays.
Why eGiving?

eGiving is an easy and secure way to make contributions. 
It helps the church by reducing the workload on staff and 
volunteers. And, you can set recurring donations, so even if 
you can’t attend church some Sundays, your gift can still be 
received. This helps provide the church with financial stability. 
For more information contact Stefanie Hill our financial 
secretary; stefanie@pumcfortmill.org.

Ways to eGive: You may make one time or recurring donations 
with all of these methods.

 Text: Text 844-281-2004 with the amount you want to donate 
and follow the prompts.

App: Download the “Give 
Plus” from your app store, 
search for ‘Philadelphia UMC’ 
and create a secure account.

Online: Go to pumcfortmill.
org and click “give online” in 
the upper right.

Keep using www.smile.amazon.com for your online 
purchases. This is a separate website, operated by Amazon 
that has the same prices and products, but will donate 0.5% 
of the purchase price of eligible products to the charity of your 
choice.  Choose Philadelphia United Methodist Church as the 
charity on your account.  We’ve received almost $100!!

FINANCE REPORT

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCIAL REPORT
$14,681 is needed each week to meet our annual budget of $763,387

$44,043 has been received as of 1/19/20 towards the General and 

Building Funds

$1,162,579  Loan balance for Building and Parsonage
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Generous Community Friends!
After a generous, private donor suggested it, the Board of 
Trustees worked for some time to discern if the addition of a 
shower room to the church building would be possible. The 
project was intended as a benefit for the Room In The Inn 
ministry. As we navigated through the process it became clear 
that the only way to get truly complete and accurate estimates 
from contractors was to have a set of architectural plans drawn.  
The Board of Trustees is blessed to have some incredible friends 
in our community, one being the architectural firm of ADW 
Architects, based in Charlotte. Managing partner, Bob Lauer was 
very familiar with Room In The Inn (thru his own church) and 
immediately offered to gift the architectural drawings to PUMC! 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
by Alison Starosky
Board of Trustees, member

Confirmation Class 2020
Confirmation classes begin on February 22nd at 4:30pm and 
we will stay for the PUMC movie night as a group! If you are still 
interested in participating in Confirmation this year, email maggie@
pumcfortmill.org so that we can add you to the class and match 
you with a mentor!  

Exploring  the Bible at Sunday School 
In January, we kicked off a new Sunday school curriculum called 
Exploring the Bible! Come join us Sunday mornings at 9:45 and 
11:00 am as we work through the book What is the Bible? During 
PYG, the youth worked through a lesson series called Influencer. 
The next series we will work on is called Choose Your Own 
Adventure, a study all about spiritual habits. Come join in on the 
fun Sundays at 5:00 pm!

Spring Retreat to Asbury Hills
Our spring retreat, March 13-15th, is at a new location this year: 
Asbury Hills!!! It will be an exciting weekend filled with worship, 
friendship, and fun activities including the alpine tower and archery 
tag! For over 50 years, Asbury Hills as been offering summer camp 
and retreat group experiences. It offers 2000 acres of mountains 
and hills, creeks and waterfalls, and forests and lakes in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains to enjoy, and the facilities serve groups from 8 to 
280 for Christian birth, growth, and renewal.
Contact Maggie Justus to learn more about registration and cost.
You must be an active PYG member to attend the retreat. This is a 
great opportunity to invite your friends on Sunday evenings so we 
can get to know them and they can get to know us. It’s also great  
if you think they’d like to join us on the retreat.

PYG - PHILLY YOUTH GROUP

He then contacted Optima Engineering, a firm he partners with 
and asked them if they would be willing to do the same. The 
end result was a FULL set of architectural & MEP (mechanical, 
electrical, plumbing) plans. The Board of Trustees was able 
to take these plans, that normally cost thousands of dollars, 
and obtain proper estimates from several contractors, so they 
could have a full understanding of how the project should be 
constructed. 

Although it was determined that the project will not move 
forward, due to overall project cost, the scope of work would 
not have been understood by our church without the generous 
gift and hard work of Bob and his team at ADW Architects and 
Optima Engineering. It is the hope and prayer of the Board of 
Trustees, that should anyone in our congregation have a need 
of a commercial architect or engineering firm, that they consider 
our friends at ADW Architects and Optima Engineering. 

Growing In Love: Youth play a game illustrating that the closer people 
are to us the more we can influence them and they can influence us. 
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CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES
Church Movie Night- Swiss Family Robinson 
Saturday, February 22nd at 6:00pm 
Bring a comfy seat and 
blanket and join us in the 
PUMC Fellowship Hall 
to enjoy free popcorn, 
drinks, candy and the 
movie Swiss Family Robinsom. Contact Nic Gold if you would 
like to help make popcorn and serve concessions at nicolas@
pumcfortmill.org.

Save the Date! Rocky Railway VBS
June 22nd thru 25th from 9:30am-11:45am 
Climb aboard for mountains 
of fun at Rocky Railway! On 
this faith-filled adventure, kids 
discover that trusting Jesus 
pulls them through life’s ups 
and downs. Register today 
to participate and volunteer: 
https://vbspro.events/p/events/b4aed5

Chilli Cook-Off & Kids Bake-Off a Success
Thank you to everyone who came out to the 2nd Annual Chili 
Cook-Off and Kids’ Bake-Off. It’s always a pleasure to get 
together with our church family to fellowship and serve one 
another as the body of Christ. This year was no different as we 
enjoyed excellent chilis and fabulous dessert dishes provided by 
the adults, youth, and children of Philadelphia. From mild to hot, 
from beef to vegetarian, all the chilis were wonderfully delicious. 
The youth and children wowed us with their sweet delicacies 
including cookies, brownies, cakes and pies. Many prizes were 
awarded, and everyone left satisfied. Also, a big thanks to Texas 
Roadhouse of Rock Hill for supplying us with complimentary 
rolls, peanuts, and free appetizer cards. We will see you all next 
year. 



6

Room In The Inn (RITI) Volunteers Respond
Urban Ministry Center, our partner in Charlotte, requested host 
sites to consider opening on Martin Luther King Jr. Monday due 
to predicted very low temperatures and typically low Monday 
evening participation from other host sites. We were given 3 
days to organize an emergency cold weather night. Based on 
our performance last year, I was confident our congregation of 
serving hearts could pull together once again with God’s help. 
And that’s exactly what happened.

Many of our volunteers had just served RITI the day before. The 
beds had barely been put away and our volunteers hadn’t even 
had time to pick up the laundry. Without hesitation, many signed 
up to help again serving 2 times within a 5 day period. Laundry 
volunteers made for a very quick turnaround to guarantee our 
guests a clean, warm bed. Every volunteer role filled almost 
immediately.

Temperatures reached the lowest this season at 24o that night. 

Only 3 of the 106 host sites that participate in RITI agreed to 
fill that additional cold weather need. I am so proud to say that 
that PUMC was one of those 3 responding. God’s blessings are 
never ending and are multiplied through this church! Thank you 
for stepping up as His hands and feet to do His good works 
once again!

Update on RITI Ministry Leadership: The Missions Committee 
is hard at work developing team captain roles to ensure that we 
can continue the Room In The Inn Ministry at PUMC. We have 
a plan to group every volunteer role into teams (for example, 
setup, driving, laundry etc.). RITI is well organized with written 
instructions for every volunteer job and situation and so these 
would be easy leadership roles to learn. Having this leadership 
breakdown by departments will create a more manageable 
approach to maintaining this ministry, but we need YOU! If you 
may have an interest in learning more please contact Jessica 
Inman via email at Jessica.m.inman@gmail.com or Shannon 
Dolch shannondolch@gmail.com.

Calling all Men!  Restored – Retreat at Mt. Horeb UMC 
Lexington, SC. Saturday, February 29th, 9am-5pm.  
This is a Spiritual Gathering of men with one purpose, to equip men to become men 
that God can use in their families, churches, and communities. The event is designed 
to help men grow deeper in faith through worship, music and workshops lead by 
leading pastors and laity in ministry to men. This conference is designed specifically to help men stay planted in the fertile soil of 
salvation, keep in the full sun of Jesus, and be watered well by Gods word. Methodist men of South Carolina believe by disciplining 
men, the Church will grow. As the church grows, the world will be a better place, one soul at a time. Come join us. Come see what 
God is doing through men in South Carolina. Come with open minds, thirsty to soak up spirit of Christ. We will organize car-pools.  
To attend men must sign up to get the early order discount. Visit http://mennministrysc.org/?page_id=724

Men in the Mirror: Saturday, February 15th, 7:00am 
Men comfort in the spiritual support of this group. Topic: Will you be my Valentine?

UNITED METHODIST MEN

NURTURE COMMITTEE
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Call to Prayer and Self Denial
PUMC UMW will be participating in our District “Call to Prayer and 
Self Denial” on Sunday February 16th from 2:30 – 4:30 PM at St 
John’s UMC, Fort Mill. We welcome all women and young ladies 
to join us for an afternoon of learning and prayer. The program 
will focus on our kinship with others through the sharing of our 
gifts, kindness, grace and acceptance into God’s kingdom. We 
will learn about the UMW’s eight Regional Missionaries whose 
work around the world is funded by the offerings collected at 
A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial. There will be a program with 
music and prayer, followed by food and fellowship, and time to 
create a craft to take home.

Shrove Pancake Dinner 
February 25th, 5:30-7pm, Fellowship Hall
Pancakes and sausage for everyone (donations for dinner go to 
UMW missions), Kristen Gommer will deliver a short message at 

NURTURE  COMMITTEE

Growing In Love: In January, Senior Friends enjoyed a delicious 
Soup-Salad-Sweet luncheon. 

6pm and pancake flipping for the kids is at 6:15. 

Ever wonder why we eat pancakes for Shrove Dinner? Or what is 
Shrove Tuesday?

Shrove Tuesday gets its name from the old Christian ritual of 
“shriving”, where a person confesses their sins and receives 
absolution for them. When a person receives absolution for their 
sins, they are forgiven for them and released from the guilt and 
pain. It used to be that Christians would not eat many foods 
during Lent such as meat, fish, fats, eggs, or milk. So that no 
food was wasted, families would have a feast on the shriving 
Tuesday, and eat up all the foods that wouldn’t through Lent. 
Pancakes became associated with Shrove Tuesday, as they were 
a dish that could use up all the eggs, fats and milk in the house. 
We hope to see everyone “fill up” before Lent!

For more information on our UMW, please contact Pam Brenwald 
at pambrenwald@gmail.com or 803-493-0980.

Single Ladies Lunch Bunch meets the 3rd Saturday of each month
ALL single ladies invited to join us for a time of fellowship and support.
Saturday, February 15th, 11:30am Fratelli’s Ristorante, 975 Market Street, Baxter Village
Caption for pic: Growing In Love: The Single Ladies Lunch Bunch share life together over good 
food. 

SENIOR FRIENDS
Our guests for January were Pastor Emily Sutton and Richard Murr from Bethel UMC in Rock Hill.  
They gave an informative presentation on the Bethel Warming Center that is totally staffed by 
volunteers and provides a warm meal, a bed, a shower, and fellowship. In the winter months, in conjunction with 8 other churches, 
the Bethel program shelters up to 65 men. There is a paid case manager and a day programs provided through partner agencies.  
There are many ways for volunteers to serve in this ministry, and SENIOR FRIENDS plans to explore ways it can volunteer and 
provide support. One easy way is to go enjoy lunch at Bethel UMC on Thursdays through March. For a cash donation, you can enjoy 
homemade soup, a sandwich, dessert and a drink. We suggest you go between 11am and 12:30pm because they sell out of soup 

regularly!

Valentine’s Day Luncheon 
Tuesday, February 11th at 11:30am in the Fellowship Hall 
the UMW will host a Valentine’s Day luncheon and party for 
everyone 55+. Join us for an Italian feast and a Valentine’s 
Feud between the Saints and Angels, with a prize for the 
winners. 
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FEBRUARY - MONTH AT A GLANCE
Date Event Time

Sun, February 09 Second Sunday Social 10:30-11:00

Sun, February 09 Blood Drive 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Tue, February 11 Senior Friends 11:30 AM

Thu, February 13 Room In The Inn 3:00PM - 10:30AM

Fri, February 14 Friends In Christ Circle 10:00 AM

Sat, February 15 Men in the Mirror 7:00 - 8:15 AM

Sat, February 15 Lunch Bunch - Fratelli's 11:30 AM

Sun, February 16 Church Council 3:00 PM

Tue, February 18 JR Jones Circle 6:30 PM

Sat, February 22 Confirmation Class Begins 4:30 PM

Sat, February 22 Church Movie Night 6:00 PM

Tue, February 25 Shrove Pancake Dinner 5:30 - 7:00 PM

Wed, February 26 Ash Wednesday Service 6:30 PM

Thu, February 27 Room In The Inn 3:00PM - 10:30AM

Sat, February 29 UMM Restored Retreat - Lexington SC 7:30 AM

Every Sunday Philly Youth Group (PYG) 5:00 - 7:00 PM

Every Wednesday Jubilant Ringers 6:00 PM

Every Wednesday Children's Choir Rehersal 6:00 PM

Every Wednesday Chancel Choir Rehersal 7:00 PM

Every Wed & Friday Tai Chi - Fellowship hall 11:00 AM

Every Thursday CORE Contemporary Band practice 6:00 PM

Every Friday Women's Bible Study 9:45 AM

1691 Hwy. 160 West 
Fort Mill, SC 29708

Senior Pastor - Rev. Becky Shirley
Director of Worship Art - Jim Lowder
Director of Children & Family Ministries - Nic Gold
Director of Youth Ministries - Maggie Justus 
Office Manager - Denise Watson
Financial Secretary - Stefanie Hill

803-548-0102 
Office Hrs: Mon - Thurs
   9am - 12:30pm
info@pumcfortmill.org
www.pumcfortmill.org

Address StaffContact

SAVE THE DATE: PUMC COMMUNITY CAREER FAIR
March 29, 2020, 12:15 p.m., Fellowship Hall, Philadelphia United Methodist Church
Learn about careers in fields such as Construction, Education, Engineering, Healthcare, Information Technology, Law, Law 
Enforcement and Safety Services, Real Estate, Retail, Social Work, State, Local and Federal Employment, and many others. There will 
be information sessions on Interviewing, Job Search Skills, Networking, Resumes, and South Carolina 
employment resources. 

We will be recruiting people to staff tables at the Fair in their career fields and invite all of any age who 
are interested in learning more about careers and the job market to attend.  We continue to recruit 
mentors for our Career Mentoring Network to help those between 15 and 26 with their career choices. 

To volunteer to serve at the Fair or as a Career Mentor or for further information on attending the Fair or 
finding a mentor, please contact Maggie Justus, Youth Ministries Director, maggie@pumcfortmill.org


