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continued on page 2

As we begin the uncharted territory of the new school year, I am reminded that we are called to be life-long 
learners. After all, faith is not a goal to be reached, not a destination at which we ever arrive, but a journey 
we take that lasts us our whole life. While there may be rest stops and detours along the way, for the 
most part, we are called to continue traveling that path, trusting that Christ walks with us along the way. 
This journey of faith involves our whole self (“Love God with all your heart, your soul, your mind, and your 
strength”). It involves worship, prayer, and service, as we seek to experience and live out our faith. 

But we’re also called to seek an understanding of our faith (as much as that can be attained), and that 
involves study. Whether we are 2 or 102, we are called to be learners, to put our brains to use for better 
understanding God’s word and God’s will for us. We can learn in several different ways. One way we learn 

is through seeking information. When we do this, we focus on facts. We delve into history and context, seeking to understand 
the author’s objective and meaning. Learning for information is like a research project in which we are discovering knowledge 
about God. I love this kind of learning, but it’s not the primary way God calls us to be learners. The Information we learn should 

GOD CALLS US TO BE LEARNERS
OFFERINGS&REFLECTIONS

OUTREACH AND EVANGELISM REMAIN STRONG
Evangelism is gearing up and reaching out! Recently members of the team took homemade cookies, brownies, and thank you cards 
to the Tega Cay and Ft. Mill Police Departments and York County Sheriff Ft. Mill District office in Baxter. Banners were delivered to 
the York County Sheriff’s main office in York, SC and the Rock Hill Police.

Cookies and notes of encouragement were also delivered to the South Caro-
lina Highway Patrol office in Rock Hill and the Lancaster Police Department.

We also wanted to let students, teachers and parents know our church is 
praying for them, so we put a banner in front of the church! Please join us 
in our prayers for safety, learning and mental health during this school year.

Check out Facebook to see where we spread the love of Jesus in September!

Serving In Love: Sharing our prayers, appreciation and sweet treats with various law enforcement departments throughout our community. 
photos continue on page 2
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continued from page 1

lead to formation. That means the information is meant to take 
root in our hearts and help reshape us into followers of Christ. 
Learning for formation helps us understand right from wrong, 
seek purpose and meaning, and look for how God is at work in 
our lives. Learning this way allows the information we gather to 
form our thinking and acting. While this is an important step in 
the journey of faith, it’s not the final one. The ultimate goal of 
learning is transformation. As the information forms us, we are 
changed from who we were to who God wants us to be.

Paul says in Romans, “Do not be conformed to this world, but 
be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may 
discern what is the will of God-what is good and acceptable and 
perfect.” Through our learning, we are transformed as we grow 
from knowing about God to knowing and being known by God.

As we remember school and college students in our prayers this 
fall, I want to invite us to also challenge ourselves to be the best 
students we can be. Here are two specific ways we can take 
small steps to learn and grow in fath:

1. Make a commitment to join me in reading through the 

OFFERINGS&REFLECTIONS

Gospel of Mark starting on Sept 7. We’ll follow daily 
readings together each Monday-Friday for about 10 weeks. 
Your Saturdays and Sundays will be “catch up” days and 
time for reflection on what you’re learning

2. pray about joining one of the new life groups we’ll launch 
in a few weeks. There will be topic focused groups and 
stage of life groups to choose from - some virtual and 
some in person. Each will offer opportunities to learn for 
information, formation and transformation.

I can’t wait to see the great things that God will work in our lives 
and community as we continue to learn in ways that allow the 
Holy Spirit to transform us so that we  become more and more 
like Christ.

With Joy,

OUTREACH AND EVANGELISM REMAIN STRONG
continued from page 1

Serving In Love: Sharing our 
prayers, appreciation and sweet 
treats with various law enforcement 
departments throughout our 
community. 
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In our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world, Philadelphia 
UMC will soon launch our Life Group Ministry for the fall. Life Groups are small groups who meet 
(either by Zoom, other online formats, or in socially-distance spaces) for the purpose of bible study, 
encouragement, prayer, and fellowship.

Some Life Groups will start on devotional books and specific bible studies, others on specific topics 
(such as race, marriage, and Covid), while others will work through the Bible Project.

Along with our Fall Life Groups, classes and individuals in our church will soon have access to RightNow 
Media – a streaming library of Bible study videos and Christian content, including films, tv shows, and cartoons for all age groups.

Be on the lookout for more information concerning this important step we’re taking to help develop your Christian faith and 
relationships. 

Ladies Bible Study
Beginning September 4th, Ladies Bible Study will be 
meeting again every Friday from 10-11am at the 
church. Bring your own chair as the group will meet 
outside in a shady spot the parking lot. Masks and 
safe distancing will be practiced. The new study is on 
the Gospel of John and study Books will be available. 
New members are welcome to join! Contact Linda 
Jacoby: barklin@aol.com

PUMC LIFE GROUPS

Growing in Love: The Ladies Bible study has adapted to Covid times and now meet in 
the church parking lot to continue their studies and fellowship. 

PUMC NOMINATIONS
Every year we, the committee on nominations and leadership de-
velopment, nominate many gifted, wise, dedicated, and spiritu-
ally mature members of our church to serve in various roles on 
lay leadership committees. All the nominations from the com-
mittee on nominations and leadership development form a slate 
of nominations that is voted on at charge conference in the fall.   

Listed below you will see descriptions of each leadership posi-
tion that will require new leaders in the coming year.  Please look 
over the roles and join with the members of the committee on 
nominations and leadership development as they pray for God’s 
guidance in making nominations.  In reading and praying over 
these positions, if you would like to recommend for consider-
ation any leaders you have encountered in the church, please 
email Pastor Becky with your suggestions.  She will share your 
suggestions with the committee the members of the committee 
on nominations and leadership development for their consider-
ation.  As the committee discerns potential nominees for each 
position, members of the committee will verify each nominee’s 
willingness to serve before placing their name on the list of nom-
inees that will be voted on at charge conference. 

1. Vice Chairperson/Chair-elect for the Church Council 
2. Chairperson for the Staff-Parish-Relations Team and 2 

additional members 
3. Chairperson for the Missions Team and 2-3 additional 

members  
4. Chairperson for the Worship Team and 2 -3 additional 

members 
5. Vice-chairperson/chair-elect for the Nurture Team 
6. Vice-chairperson/chair-elect for Evangelism Team and 2 

-3 additional members 
7. Two delegates to attend Annual Conference (date TBD)
8. One to four alternate delegates to attend annual conference 
9. Coordinator for homebound visitation ministry who will 

also serve on the Nurture Team 
10. One A-Large Member for church council 
11. Two new members to serve on the Nominations and Lay 

Leadership Development Team 
12. Chairperson for Stewardship Committee and 2 additional 

members 
13. Three new members to serve as Trustees  
14. Three new members to serve on the Children’s and Family 

Ministries Advisory Team

If you have any questions, please feel free to email Pastor Becky 
at becky@pumcfortmill.org.
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With the current slowdown in the economy and disrupted job 
market, friends, neighbors, family members or congregation 
members may be looking for help in finding employment or 
choosing career directions. Please make sure they know about 
these resources.

Online, both South Carolina and North Carolina offer substantial 
help. See the websites scworks.org  and ncworks.gov. On the 
South Carolina page, for example, just click on the “Learn more” 
tab under Job Seeker and you will find information about

• Steps of a job search
• Writing a strong resume and cover letter
• How to register for and use SCWOS (South Carolina 

Online Service) in your job search. This service includes 
jobs pulled from the major online job listing services.

• Labor market information about the fields where you 
have interests including locations, pay, and much more.

Work SC, worksc.org, provides additional tips on resumes, 
interviews, job fairs etc. To learn about upcoming online fairs, visit 
careerco.com/Fair/UpcomingFairs#1. Questions about using 
these sites and other South Carolina services and opportunities 
can be addressed to Herb Tesh, htesh3@gmail.com, a former 

CAREER AND EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION

Philly Friends (18-23) 
Philly Friends is PUMC’s special outreach ministry that supports 
our young adults aged 18-23 as they move on to the next phase 
in their lives. This ministry supports and uplifts individuals 
who may entering college, moving from home, going to a tech 
school, or entering the local workforce after high school. Philly 
Friends 18-23 volunteers agree to sponsor a young adult for one 
year (Aug - July) and provide ongoing encouragement, uplifting 
scripture, and prayer by sending cards once a month and on 
special occasions. Care packages are a welcomed surprise, 
especially at exam time, for the young adults in college!  

When asked what Philly Friends meant to one of our college 
graduates, Randi Smith said, “I LOVED the college ministry. It 
was so meaningful in many ways. I never expected to receive 
anything, so it was always a surprise any time my Philly Friend 
reached out. A thoughtful letter wishing me the best and offering 
prayers always accompanied surprises. It was always a bright-
spot to my semester knowing that someone from my home 

NURTURE  COMMITTEE
church was thinking about me.” 

If you would like to know more about Philly Friends 18-23, sign 
up a young adult aged 18-23, and/or are interested in joining 
this group of volunteers, please contact Holly Bowers-Johnson: 
bowersholly18@gmail.com. We supported 21 young adults last 
year. Like everyone else, Covid19 has brought new challenges 
and we can remind them of God’s love and control. 

Caring Ministries
In these times of support, Nurture committee meals are still 
being provided for those in need. Cards offering and heartfelt 
sentiments of encouragement, comfort, prayer, and support 
are still being sent by many on a regular basis. The Nurture 
committee ministries have not stopped since lockdown to 
present and we will continue to offer support and nurture as 
needs arise and current restrictions are loosened to a further 
degree. If you would like to be a part of this vital ministry, contact 
Carleen Grossman via email at nuture@pumcfortmill.org.

official of the Department of Employment and Workforce. 

Students and others seeking insight into various careers are also 
encouraged to take advantage of our network of volunteers in 
the PUMC Career Mentoring Network. Our volunteers include 
people with experience in a wide range of careers. If you are 
curious about a field, you can learn more. If you already plan to 
enter a field, our volunteers can help you succeed. To learn more 
or be put in touch with a career mentor, please email douglas.
ray2011@gmail.com. Please include your name, your career 
field(s) of interest and your current status. If a student, school 
and year. If currently or formerly employed, your last position. We 
look forward to hearing from you!

You can also volunteer to be a mentor. The current economic 
downturn has people wondering where to turn. Should they go to 
college? Technical school? Graduate school? If so, what careers 
will best suit their skills and interests? What are the pros and 
cons of switching career fields? What are the rewarding sides 
of a career field, the downsides and the job prospects? To 
learn more or to join our volunteer career network, please email 
Maggie@pumcfortmill.org and douglas.ray2011@gmail.com

Save the Date - PUMC Homecoming 2020
Sunday, September 20, 2020    |  11:00am  |  Sanctuary  | RSVP Required

More Info Online and via Email
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August was an exciting month for the youth! We have been and will continue to meet for Sunday School via Zoom Sundays from 9:30-
10:30am. Join us for interactive discussions around “Mission Possible” as we learn about our mission as disciples of Jesus Christ!

Our 2020 Confirmation class hosted a drive through canned food and school supplies drive for the Fort Mill Care Center and Class Room 
Ready. These critical supplies are distributed to those in need right in our community. Join us as we receive these young persons into 
PUMC membership on Sunday, September 13th!

The youth have been meeting using social distancing and masks in the parking lot for PYG throughout the summer. On August 23rd, 
we had a tie-dye night, where youth tie-dyed their own clothing including shirts, socks, and even face masks! When they finished their 
personal items, they also tie dyed some shirts to be included in Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes later this year!

As we wrap up the summer we are looking forward to an exciting, albeit different, school year! We will have our first official PYG of the fall 
season on September 13th! We are looking to do several service events this fall including yard work, adopt-a-highway, and other creative 
service events! We are planning some fun fall themed events such as pumpkin carving and a corn maze visit!

If you’re interested in more information about youth events, Sunday School, or volunteer opportunities email maggie@pumcfortmill.org!

PYG - PHILLY YOUTH GROUP

continued on page 6

Virtual Kids’ Sunday School Begins
- Sunday, September 13th - 10:00-10:30am 
Preschool and elementary Zoom Sunday School classes start September 13th. We are looking 
forward to a great fall with great fellowship and fun-filled lessons about Jesus. 

Sunday School Zoom time will be in addition to the video lessons on our PUMC Children’s 
Ministry YouTube Video Lesson. This will be great family time, before the 11:00am worship 
service. Please email Nic Gold for the Zoom link if you are not receiving his weekly children’s 
emails.

Lazy 5 Ranch - Saturday, September 26th - 9:30am
For social-distancing fun, join as we drive thru the Lazy 5 Ranch – a zoo where you can experience domestic and exotic animals from 
six continents of God’s good creation including giraffe, zebra, buffalo, cattle, pot-bellied pigs, sheep, and lots more. This is a great 
event for kids and friends. Meet at front gate of Lazy 5 at 9:30am to go in as a group and beat the crowds. The drive thru should take 
about two hours. Lazy 5 accepts cash or North Carolina check only. They DO NOT accept credit or debit cards. Lazy 5 Ranch: 15100 
Mooresville Rd, Mooresville, NC 28115

CHILDREN & FAMILIES MINISTRY

Hosting a drive-through food drive, the 2020 Confirmation class was able to collect 407 
pounds of food for the Fort Mill Care Center. 

Tie-dye night!  - Fun and service all in one.
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MISSIONS COMMITTEE

Serving In Love: Classroom Ready provides free school supplies to 
students in need. All supplies are distributed to Fort Mill families 
and the program runs throughout the year to keep students 
prepared to succeed in school. 

As many of you have felt like time is standing still in some 
ways waiting for all parts of our world to re-open and be back 
to normal, we on the Missions committee have felt the same 
way. We’re ready to get back out there and serve our neighbors, 
community and friends. Here is a little information on service 
opportunities to come. We will follow with more information as 
it is available. 

We are looking into starting Adopt a Stream in Fort Mill. During 
Covid19 we feel this is a safe way to help our community as 

Ticket Prices:

Adults – $11.00; 
Children (ages 2-11) & Seniors (60+) – $8.00
Animal Feed available for $3/bucket.

Netflix Watch Party 
- Saturday, October 10th - 6:00-7:30pm
We’ll watch a movie together online and chat while we’re doing 
it!! Movie TBD and more information about this cool Netflix 
feature coming soon!

Trunk R Treat - Sunday October 25th - 5:00-6:30pm    
This is the socially distanced 
version of our annual event. 
Children are invited to come to 
the church in their Halloween 
costumes and receive candy 
from the different decorated 
trunks. Families will drive thru 
the church parking lot, see the 
creatively decorated trunks, 

and receive candy straight from the manufacturer’s packaging. 

As in previous years, we need people to decorate their car trunk 
for this event. We also need candy donations; this should be 
candy in large, closed bags that haven’t been open since it left 
the factory. Let Nic Gold know if you would like to do decorate a 
trunk or donate candy nicolas@pumcfortmill.org.

Virtual Tour of the Holy Land 
- Saturday, November 14th - 1:00-1:30pm
Tour the Holy Hand from safety and comfort of your own home. 
On this virtual voyage and tour via computer, you will see the 
places where the Old Testament prophets, the Israelite kings, and 
Jesus himself walked. Plan to join us and come learn about our 
Christian tradition with your kids. Remind them that you never 
know if or when Shawn the Sheep may make an appearance.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES MINISTRY
continued from page 5

it is easier to social distance and is outside. We are currently 
speaking with the Town of Fort Mill about which streams are 
available to adopt. We will have more details soon so we can 
plan a fall clean up.

We are hopeful that we can reschedule Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace in 2020. We are in communication with SHP on when 
they will reopen and how we can effectively social distance 
with a minimum of 50 volunteers. 

We will also continue our support of Room In the Inn, however 
this season we will not be housing neighbors at PUMC. Room 
In the Inn is in development of their plan for this season and 
how to best utilize volunteers and safely support the neighbors 
during Covid19. It will look very different this season without 
having our neighbors directly at the church, but we are commit-
ted to continue our support for RITI.

A HUGE thank you to everyone that contributed to our Class-
room Ready school supply drive this year. We were able to 
send several boxes of various school supplies along with some 
financial donations that are greatly needed this school year. 
PUMC will support students all year! If you would like to give 
more, please watch for plans with where to drop off school 
supplies throughout this year.
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In this unprecedented year, Philadelphia UMC has 
been faced with numerous challenges one of which is 
our finances. We entered the year with an aggressive 
budget to fund ideas for expanded ministries. As 
the pandemic set in, and the church was forced into 
quarantine, the Finance Committee has worked with 
Church Council to reduce the budget for 2020. Staff 
salary and debt payments remain unchanged. 

In April, PUMC applied for, and in May, received funds 
from the Payroll Protection Program (PPP) authorized 
by Congress as part of the CARES Act. The program allowed small businesses and non-profit organizations to be granted funds to 
continue to pay employees while they were shut down in the early stages of COVID19.  Following much discussion and analysis, 
Finance Committee made the recommendation to the Church Council that PUMC apply for these funds though our bank and Council 
approved. The funds were used for payroll expenses as allowed by the program and the SC United Methodist Conference. Stefanie 
Hill, our Financial Secretary has completed the required paperwork to have this “loan” forgiven as allowed by Cares Act.

A church is not a business, but we cannot pay staff, open our doors or provide ministries without faithful giving. The Finance 
Committee uses historical patterns to forecast future giving and expenses to ensure that PUMC is prudently managed and will 
always have enough cash on hand for unforeseen emergencies like when the HVAC stopped working in July. During this unique 
time, forecasting has become more difficult. But it is clear that without the funds granted by the PPP, we would be facing a budget 
shortfall. Thankfully, because of utilizing this program, PUMC is expected to end 2020 with cash on hand, albeit less than where we 
started the year.

Soon the Finance Committee, Church Council, Staff and other groups will begin the process of drafting their budgets for 2021. We 
will all do so with an eye on the uncertainty that lies before us. We ask for your continued support of PUMC both spiritually and 
financially as we move through the rest of the year and into the next. We thank you for that support you have provided this year so 
far. PUMC has weathered many storms in the past and will do so again with the support of our congregation and our faith in God 
and our savior, Jesus Christ. 

Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. The disciples went 
and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and 
rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the 
winds and the waves obey him!”  —    Matthew 8:24-27 (NIV)

FINANCE COMMITTEE

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCIAL REPORT

$60,891 is needed each month to meet our annual budget of 730,691

386,255 has been received as of 8/31/20 towards the General and Building Funds

345,700 has been spent as of 8/31/20 from the General and Building Funds

$1,111,854  Loan balance for Building and Parsonage as of 8/31/20

UMM has been affected by the Covid restrictions and we have 
responded with changes. Gun Safety was held at an outdoor 
firing range on August 28th. There were about 20 shooters in this 
ever-popular family focused event.  We have had several clean-
up events for our shut-ins. Fellowship dinners have been put on 
hold, although there may be a way to do that outside in October 
as days get cooler.   

Strawberry Festival was not held this year. Fall Festival with 
BBQ chickens and pulled pork seems unlikely for this year. 
These are the two major fundraising events that raised about 
$6,000 last year. This amount is all used for missions.  We will 
have a campaign this fall and ask members to make a free will 
contribution to the missions of your UMM here at PUMC.

UNITED METHODIST MEN

Instructor Marshall Burns, SCHP, is a PUMC member and a certified 
firearms instructor for the SC Highway Patrol. Evan Sageser was one of 
several first time shooter at this event learning the importance of gun 
safety and education. continued on page 8
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Fort Mill, SC 29708
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Director of Worship Art - Jim Lowder
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Office Manager - Denise Watson
Financial Secretary - Stefanie Hill

803-548-0102 
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www.pumcfortmill.org

Address StaffContact

Despite the strange times we are living in, the United Methodist Women have remained 
busy serving God this summer.

Friends in Christ & J.R. Jones circles have been checking in with those who are unable 
to get out and about. They send cards, visit shut-ins outside their windows, deliver 
meals and help celebrate birthdays. We realize that many are vulnerable to mental 
effects of loneliness and depression during Covid19 and are staying close though 
frequent communication. 

In July, the Ruth Adkins Circle made 100 hearty sandwiches for Operation Sandwich 
of Charlotte. They serve 800 sandwiches most days of the year! We also partnered 
with the Seekers Class to buy dinner for the 50 residents and staff at the Children’s 
Attention Home. 

We continued our focus on ministries to women, youth and children by delivering four 
hot dinners to Aaron & Jenna Thrasher after they had their 
second baby. Congratulation Thrashers!

We fully intend to pack shoeboxes for Operation Christmas 
Child again this year! We are being flexible on what that might 
look like and we have some time to determine the physical 
aspect, but you can help NOW!  

• Buy items on sale (school supplies and summer hats/
shoes/clothes). 

• Make craft kits and put them in ziplock bags. It can be as 
simple as beads and pipe cleaners. 

• Make jump ropes from cut up t-shirts. 
• Do you sew? Make simple stuffed animals.
• Make friendship bracelets.
• Too many plastic Easter eggs? Make maracas!

If you want more direction on shoebox crafts, need a pick up 
or delivery or have questions about any of the UMW ministries, 
please contact Cindi Cahaly, cahaly@comporium.net. 

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

Men in the Mirror
Saturday, Sept.15th, 7:30am in the Columbarium. The topic is 
God of Yesterday is Still Good Today. This is not a class, but a 
group of men providing spiritual growth and support. We focus 
on spiritual answers for concerns of Christian Men. Session 
consists of a few minutes to introduce the topic, 30-45 minutes 
of discussion, and then some wrap-up, all with a biblical focus. 
Coffee and breakfast biscuits are provided. 

continued from page 7

We were glad to see Jim Price back at Men in the Mirror after his 
surgery. This spiritual support group for men is now meeting in the 
Columbarium.

Serving in Love: The UMW collected school supplies for the needy children 
of Bennettsville. This little girl picked up a new backpack and school 
supplies from The Community Kitchen in Bennettsville. The financial 
effects of Covid19 are especially prevalent in low income communities 
like this where they struggle for basics that we take for granted.


