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In our prayer life, in our Bible Study classes and when confronted 
with life’s ups and downs, I have observed that we ask God all 
sorts of questions: Why me? Why do bad things happen to 
“good” people? What should I do? 

However, we rarely reflect on the questions Jesus asks us.  For 
instance, the first question Jesus asks in the Gospel according 
to John is: “What are you looking for?” (JOHN 1:38) 

How you would respond to this question? What is it we want? 
What do we truly desire? The abundance of tragic and horrific 
events that have taken place in our world remind us daily that 

each day is precious.  How we spend each day is important. 
Jesus asks: What is it that is most important in our lives?  What 
are you looking for? In seeking to answer questions like this, we 
will better understand ourselves, what we believe, how we are to 
live in today’s world, and we will draw closer to God. 

I invite you to join me on Sundays for worship during the season 
of Lent as together we explore some of the transformative 
questions Jesus asks. 

Strengthened by God’s Love, 
                          Pastor Becky
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In February, PYG raised funds and awareness to support World Vision’s 30 Hour Famine. 
Twelve students and three leaders participated in the 30 hour fast and lock in. Everyone 
kept busy in their studies and service as they reflected on what it may feel like to go 
without food. Communion was the first nourishment received after the fast followed by 
a meal prepared by the students for themselves as well as those less fortunate at Renew 
Our Community (The ROC) in Rock Hill. They raised $2,803, which will feed 70 children for 
one month or one child for a little over five and a half years! Thank you all for your prayers 
and donations.

Growing in Love: During their fast, youth prepare a meal for those 
less fortunate at Renew Our Community in Rock Hill.

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR?OFFERINGS&
REFLECTIONS

continued on page 2
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Worshiping in Love Growing in Love Serving in Love 

WHAT, HOW, WHY? THE QUESTIONS THAT GUIDE US 
by Rick Field, Church Council Chair

PHILLY YOUTH GROUP COMPLETES 30-HOUR FAMINE

Your Church Council continues a series of planning retreats to 
help us improve our ministries. Author Simon SInek notes that 
we become too immersed in “What” we are doing.  We should 
start with “Why” then “How”. 

OUR “WHY”: At Philadelphia United Methodist Church, we make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the World

OUR “HOW”: by Worshiping in Love, Growing in Love, and Serving 
in Love.

Your council is ensuring that we view the “What” (each activity 

of the church) through the lens of “Why” and “How”. If an activity 
does not support our mission of making Disciples of Christ, or 
fit our vision of worshiping in love, growing in love, and serving 
in love, then we should consider doing it in a way that best fits 
our mission and vision, or replace it with something that does.

Our challenge as brothers and sisters of Christ is to build our 
church in ways that are deeper than personal relationships 
within our congregation. Our challenge is to be mission driven, 
making Disciples in all we do. In Christian Love, we worship 



STEWARDSHIP IS
ALL ABOUT THE BASE”

Serving in Love: Scott Twiddy engaged on 

Emergency Response Team (ERT) in 2017

In this season of Lent, we are reminded of Jesus’ fasting in the desert (40 days) 
before His ministry began.  Many Christians give up something during the 40 days 
of Lent in remembrance.  Take time this Lenten season to examine your heart as we 
prepare ourselves for the great day of joy this Easter!

Join a choir:

• Children’s choirs – Wednesdays at 5:00 pm (Choir Room & Sanctuary)

• Jubilate Ringers (Handbells) – Wednesdays at 6:00 pm (Sanctuary)

• Chancel Choir – Wednesdays at 7:00 pm (Choir Room)

• Youth Band – Sundays at 4:00 pm (Sanctuary)

• CORE (Praise band) – Sundays at 5:00 pm (Sanctuary)

Contact Jim Lowder, 803-548-0101 or jim@pumcfortmill.org.
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S Emergency Response Team (ERT) United Methodists are dedicated to showing the 

love of Jesus to others in the aftermath of a disaster.  Individuals must be trained 
in order to go to disaster areas.  We encourage people to attend so when disasters 
happen, PUMC will be ready to help. Training is Saturday, March 24, 9am-5pm. Must 
be 18.  Initial training $35, renewal $10.  Contact Glenda Warren, 817-907-8289 or 
glendaw@comporium.net.

Flood Buckets  Bring your completed Flood Bucket to church 
Easter Sunday.  These buckets are filled with emergency clean-
up supplies and are distributed to those in need in time of flood.  

There are more than 65 buckets being assembled by our congregation.  You can still 
participate.  Contact Glenda Warren (above).

Salkahatchie Summer Service Missions. “I heard the voice of the Lord saying, whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us?  And I said; Send me. I will!” For over 30 years PUMC 
has supported Salkehatchie Summer Service to fix homes in disrepair. Salkehatchie 
is often thought of as a youth mission with adult leadership, however, there are meaningful opportunities to participate, 
even if our youth are not part of your group. Please pray about saying “I Will” and attend one of the over 40 camps this year. 

Thanks for your financial support as well, we go in HIS name and for you! Contact Linda Honeycutt (803) 517-1835 honey6239@
comporium.net or the South Carolina Conference United Methodist website for more information.

Join the St. Patrick’s Day celebration March 13th 
at 11:30am in the Fellowship Hall. The Copy 
Cats will perform while traditional corn beef 
and cabbage are served. Bring a dessert if you 
can and wear green!  To help or to join the fun, 
contact Liz Sine, sinefamily@comporium.net. 

A gray head is a crown of glory; It is found in the 
way of righteousness. – Proverbs 16:31

SENIOR 
FRIENDS

together, grow in knowledge and faith, 
and go out and serve the needs of others. 
What we do is important. But why we 
do it, and how we do it must create the 
environment for everything.  Watch for 
more to come on new initiatives that will 
create more opportunities to worship, 
grow and serve together in Christian 
love.  

continued from page 1

WHAT, HOW, WHY? 
THE QUESTIONS 
THAT GUIDE US 

Stewardship goes beyond supporting our church’s annual budget.  Good 
stewardship is how we use all of the gifts and talents that God has bestowed.  
Good stewardship is “all about the base”; our “faith base”, the foundation of 
our Christian beliefs.  Our mission is to fulfill the great commission to make 
disciples of all.  To that end, we have a responsibility to use our talents and gifts 
to the glory of God.  Good stewardship reaches beyond the walls of this church 
stretching to all aspects of our lives. I challenge each of us to strengthen our 
faith base and expand our view of stewardship, acknowledging that because 
we are made in the image of God we are “fearfully and wonderfully made” 
having gifts and talents to share that only we can contribute.  

MUSIC AND WORSHIP MINISTRIES



HOLY WEEK 
WORSHIP SERVICES

PUMC will be offering several Holy Week 
Services where all are invited to worship  
and join in reflection on the meaning of 
the crucifixion and resurection of Jesus 
Christ. Services are scheduled as follows:

• Maundy Thursday  7pm – March 29
• Good Friday 7pm – March 30
• Easter Sunday  April 1

• Sunrise Service  7am
• Contemporary Service 9:45am
• Traditional Service 11am

Stand up and let God use you! The Nurture committee needs Care Leaders for the following groups: Shut-ins, Send Cards, Hospital 
or Rehab visit, Deliver Communion, Meals for the Sick, PUMC New Member Meal. Please prayerfully consider leading one of these 
ministries working in our church and our community.  Contact Eve Chapman, 803-207-2391 or evechapman@comporium.net 

Philly M&M Sunday, March 18th, 4pm Poems, Prayers and Promises: A Christian Journey 
though the Music of John Denver featuring Andy and Kristin Gommer, with Phil Brigman. 
Free concert followed by dinner at 5pm. Dinner is $5, free for 10 & under. Nursery available.

Prayer Walk- Journey To Easter Saturday, March 24th, 10am.  Join us for a short devotion 
and walk through the Baxter neighborhood.  This walk is suitable for all ages and fitness 
levels.  Come as a family and stay for the Children’s Easter party at 11am.

Birthdays and Anniversaries: For privacy, we do not print birthdays and anniversaries, 
but if you like to send cards for these occasions, you can obtain a list from Denise in the 
office, 803-548-0102. They do appreciate it.

We will hold a Kids Easter Party on Saturday March 24th from 11:00am-1:00pm. Families are invited to come 
out for the games, prizes, and craft activities as we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus. Free Hot Dogs will be 
provided. Hope to see you there.

How you can help?
• Donate Candy. Drop off peanut-free candy at the Children’s and Family 

Director’s Office
• Donate hotdogs, hotdog buns, condiments, or water bottles
• Volunteer to monitor games, assist children with craft activities, set-up 

and take-down

Contact Nick Gold, 803-548-0101 or nicolas@pumcfortmill.org

NURTURE COMMITTEE

When our old wooden church was replaced by a brick building in 1942, stained glass windows were installed in the sanctuary in 
memory and in honor of past and present members of Philadelphia. When our current sanctuary was built in 2006, these windows 
were preserved and installed in the Narthex and Parlor. 

This month we feature the Graham Window. Did you knows the late Billy Graham’s 
grandfather was a member of PUMC? 
In future months we will feature other 
memorial windows and the families 
that are a part of the legacy of our 
church.

Stop by the Narthex and parlor and 
spend a little time observing these 
memorials for some of the Saints 
who helped make Philadelphia a 
place of worship through the ages.  
Contact Doug Chapman, Historian, 
dougchapman@comporium.net, for 
more information.

HISTORY MOMENT: NARTHEX STAINED GLASS WINDOWS

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES

Growing in Love: These stained glass windows honor  

the late evangelist Rev. Billy Graham’s grandfather 

Archibald Graham, who grew up in our church.

Serving in Love: Philly M&M is a delightful 

musical showcase by our talented members. 



MARCH    MONTH AT A GLANCE

Valentine’s Day - The music was 
joyful and food delicious at the 
annual Senior Friends Valentine 
luncheon.  Several senior members 
said how special they felt that our 
church goes to the effort to take such 
good care of them. It is a blessing to 
minister to this group.  In small ways, 
you can show Jesus’ love, not just on 
Valentine’s Day– but every day.

Winthrop Wesley is a United Methodist campus ministry that serves as a home away 
from home for students with weekly meals and worship. It helps them to experience the 
love of Jesus at an important time of growth and transition. We are taking them dinner 
March 19th. To learn about supporting this cause or other UMW missions, contact Pam 
Brenwald, pambrenwald@gmail.com

1691 Hwy. 160 
Fort Mill, SC 29708

Senior Pastor - Rev. Becky Shirley
Director of Worship Art - Jim Lowder
Director of Children & Family Ministries - Nic Gold
Office Manager - Denise Watson

803-548-0102 
Office Hrs: Mon - Thurs
   9am - 12:30pm
info@pumcfortmill.org
www.pumcfortmill.org

Address Staff

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

UNITED METHODIST MEN

The UMC South Carolina Conference 
sponsored a great two-day retreat 
that was attended by several PUMC 
men. Powerful speakers conveyed 
messages to strengthen and deepen 
the faith walk and how to be a better 
man of God. The retreat drew more 
than 1,300 men from across South 
Carolina and again set attendance 
records.

Serving in Love: God’s love was abound at the Valentine’s 

Day Luncheon for Senior Friends.

Bowling fellowship event: Tuesday, 
March 13, 7-9pm at Revolutions 
in Rock Hill. Contact Bill Ray, 
billnoneray@yahoo.com.

Men in the Mirror: Saturday, March 
17 at 7am. Topic: ‘It’s Dark When 
You Turn Out the Light’. Facilitated 
by Jim Price. This men’s discussion 
and support group is worth the early 
hour.

Worshiping in Love “When men are strong, 

the faith community is stronger” Bishop 

Holston was just one of many powerful 

speakers at the two-day Men’s Retreat, 

Come to the Water.

Date Event Time

Thur. 3/1 Room In the Inn (Add’l Dates: 3/15, 3/29) 5pm

Mon. 3/5 Missions & Evangelism Mtg.; UMW Board Mtg 6:30pm

Wed. 3/7 3D-Unite (Add’l Dates: 3/14, 3/21) 5pm

Fri. 3/9 Friends In Christ UMW Circle Meeting 10am

Sat. 3/10 District Lay Servant Training 9am - 5pm

Sun. 3/11 Parent Informational Meeting on Confirmation 6pm

Mon. 3/12 Worship Cmte. Mtg., Trustees Cmte. Mtg. 5:30pm/7pm

Tue. 3/13 Sr. Friends’ St. Patrick’s Day Party 11:30am

Tue. 3/13 UMM Bowling at Revolutions 7pm

Thu. 3/15 Finance Committee Meeting 7pm

Sat. 3/17 Men in the Mirror 7am

Sun. 3/18 Church Council Meeting; Philly M&M (Music & Meal) 3pm/4pm

Tue. 3/20 JR Jones UMW Circle Meeting 6:30pm

Thu. 3/22 Ruth Adkins UMW Circle Meeting 6:30pm

Sat. 3/24 Prayer Walk; Kids Easter Party 10am/11am

Sun. 3/25 Nuture Committee Meeting 2pm

Thu.3/29 Maundy Thursday Service 7pm

Fri. 3/30 Good Friday Service 7pm

Sun. 4/1 Easter Services: Sunrise, 7am; Contemporary., 9:45am; Traditional,11am
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