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When I was a child I learned the 
following poem: “March winds are like 
a lion’s roar; allowing kites up in the 
sky to soar. While April showers bring 
May flowers so we God’s beauty can 
adore.” As I write this note, we are at 
the end of April and the winds are still 
“roaring” outside my office window. In 

fact, for many days, I have arrived at the church looking rather 
windblown. The effects of the wind were indeed visible for all 
to see. 
As aware as I have been of the strong winds blowing outside, 
I am struck by how easy it is for us to fail to notice the strong 
wind of the Holy Spirit at work in our lives. You may recall that 
the coming of the Holy Spirit is described as a strong wind in 
Acts 2:1-4. The text says that a powerful force, like a strong 
wind, moved the first disciples to miraculously begin to spread 
the Good News to the rest of the world. I say miraculously 
because at the time the disciples were with people from many 

different regions who spoke many different languages. Yet even 
without language skills, they were given the ability to speak to 
each person in their own language. This serves as a lesson for 
all of us, in that we too can perform great things for the Lord 
when we recognize the presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives. 
As Disciples of Jesus Christ, we are called to live in such a way 
that the indwelling of the Holy Spirit guides us to do mighty acts 
for God. 
As you read, you will notice the wonderful and powerful things 
that are being done in the name of the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit because we the people of PUMC are opening ourselves 
to the presence and the power of the Spirit. If you aren’t already 
engaged in some of these areas of ministry and mission, I 
encourage you to know the powerful force of the Spirit moving 
you to “plug in” to one or more of these wonderful ministries.

With you on the journey of Faith,

Pastor Becky
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The Nurture Committee is committed to offering services 
that nurture and encourage our PUMC family from shut ins to 
college students. Volunteers pledge to correspond with college 
students as “secret pals” and visit shut ins, send cards and 
provide help, ensuring that these members, who can’t be with 
us on a regular basis, know that we love them and consider 
them part of the family. If you would like to serve in either of 
these ways or for more information, contact Eve Chapman 
evechapman@comporium.net.

Come have fun at the PUMC Fruit of the Spirit Health and 
Wellness Fair on Saturday, May 19th, from 10am - 12pm. We will 
meet at 10am in the Sanctuary for a brief devotion and prayer 
before embarking on different stations to learn ways to increase 
our faith while improving our health.

WINDBLOWN?OFFERINGS&
REFLECTIONS
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Worshiping in Love Growing in Love Serving in Love 

NURTURE COMMITTEE
Activities include:

•    Tai Chi 

•    Pilates

•    Massage

•    Hula Hoop 

•    Fitness Games

•    Family Devotions

•    Prayer Station

This event, sponsored by the FAN committee, is FREE and 
open to the community. It is great for the whole family. Contact 
Kristin Gommer at 803-487-2440 for more information. Bring a 
canned fruit or vegetable for the Fort Mill Care Center.



TRUSTEES UPDATE

Relighting the Fellowship Hall with 
LED bulbs and new LED dimmers is 
now complete. The trustees also had 
the latest technology LED projector 
installed in rear of the sanctuary. 
The teamwork was terrific, and the 
savings will be terrific too! A special 
thanks to Scott Twiddy for climbing 
the scaffold to reach those high 

bulbs and making a custom bracket 
for the projector. 

Reminder of the American Red Cross 
First Aid/CPR/AED course being 
offered Saturday, May 12th at 9am. 
Register after worship services. 
The cost of this invaluable life-
saving class, payable at the time of 
registration, is $110.00 per person. 
(It could be as little as $88 depending 
upon how many register)

Childrens’ Choirs Spring Concert: Sunday, May 6 – 4:00pm
You are invited to come hear 
‘Little Lights’, ‘Joyful Noize’ 
and ‘Joy Praize’ share their 
faith through music & drama 
followed by a cookie reception! 
The concert concludes with 
‘Joy Praize’ presenting the 
musical, “Here for the Gold” 
about finding ‘treasures’ in the 
stories (parables) Jesus told. 

Summer choir schedules: 
Chancel Choir – Wednesdays at 7:00pm (Choir Room)
CORE (Praise band) – Sundays at 5:00pm (Sanctuary)
* Childrens’ choirs and Handbells take the summer off and will return in the fall!

WORSHIP COMMITTEE

PUMC will help to create a world with zero shoeless children. Join us for the fellowship 
of packing shoes as we prepare for worldwide dispersal Saturday, May 12th, 9am - 
12pm. Sign up now in the Narthex to go with us on this unique service opportunity. 
Children 8+ years old welcome with parent. Childcare provided for others. 

Our final Room in the Inn evening fell on Maundy Thursday which allowed our guests 
to join in worship. Church members broke bread with these men at a table set as the 
last supper. It made for a bittersweet ending as we know they will not be able to rely 
on the RITI ministry for the next 8 months. What happens now to the people we’ve 
served? Urban Ministries will navigate the next course of action through job and 
housing. They may also visit UMC’s 945 College St. campus for daily services and 
donations. Volunteers are always needed at Urban Ministries. Contact Jessica Inman 
jessica.m.inman@gmail.com for more information.
 Philadelphia served as a shelter for nine 
nights this season with the help of over 75 
people. Volunteers did more than 80 loads 
of laundry, prepped over 400 meals, and 
drove over 980 miles. There were countless 
hours making beds, toiletry bags, donations, 
cleaning, and fellowship. All your effort and 
prayers served 107 men this season. The 
love of this congregation is an astounding 
testament of Christ working through this 
church. Thank you everyone. 

Philadelphia responds with love! The 

MISSIONS & EVANGELISM

Serving in Love: Thank you Tom Edwards for 

taking these Flood Buckets to storage

Growing in Love: Don’t miss the Children Spring Concert on 

Sunday May 6, 4:00pm

Serving in Love: LED Lights lower 

our power bills, but Trustees go 

high!

continued on page 5



UMM is asking for volunteers and customers to help the pork chop sandwich booth at the 
Strawberry Festival May 4th - 5th. This is a major fund-raiser and a time of fellowship for 
the men manning the booth.

May Topic: I want to hold your hand!!
Saturday, May 19th, 7 - 8am 
Fellowship Hall
Men in the Mirror is not a class or lesson book series; we focus on spiritual answers for 
concerns of Christian men. Session consists of a few minutes to introduce the topic, 30-
45 minutes of discussion, and then some wrap-up with a biblical focus.

UMM baseball and fellowship on Monday, May 21st Charlotte Knights vs Norfolk (first 
pitch 7:04pm). Depart from the church by carpool. Contact Bill Ray for more information 
on any of these events at billnoneray@yahoo.com.

Registration for VBS (July 23rd - 26th) is now open. Please go to the PUMC 
website and click on the Register link to sign up your child or grandchild for 
this amazing experience. Slots fill up fast, so let your friends and neighbors 
know now. VBS is a highly effective way of discipling and reaching children for 
the Lord. We need your help to make it possible. 

Serve in Love - Volunteer for VBS” and “It is a highly effective way of discipling 
and exposing children to Jesus and His love. BUT, it takes 100+ volunteers to 
make sure we have a safe, fun and Biblically sound VBS for 2 sessions each 
day. Please prayerfully consider serving sometime, in some way during this 
exciting week. Many different opportunities to serve! Those as young as 4th 
grade are invited to volunteer. Follow the same VBS link to register as a volunteer or speak to Nic about how you can help.

William Henry and Jennie Jones Crook 
were the parents of Ruth Adkins, a 
lifelong member and Philadelphia’s 
first Historian, and the grandparents of 
Rusty Adkins. There are two windows 
for the Jones families who are also 
ancestors of Mrs. Adkins and Rusty. 
Mr. A.O. Jones, Jr., well known for his 
many years as a teacher, principal and 
superintendent in the Fort Mill school 
system, is also a descendant.

HISTORY MOMENT: Narthex Stained Glass Windows

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES

UNITED METHODIST MEN

The 10 Foot Rule: Greet anyone you don’t know who is 
within 10 feet and introduce yourself engaging in friendly 
conversation.

SPECIAL YOUTH 
SUNDAY - MAY 20th, 

PENTECOST SUNDAY
One Service Scheduled

We will only have ONE worship 
service where our youth group 
will fully serve as members of 
the body of Christ by leading 
us in worship. Also, young 
persons who have been 
attending our confirmation 
classes will publicly confirm 
their faith in Jesus Christ 
and make a commitment to 
be Disciples of Jesus Christ. 
We encourage people who 
normally attend at 8:30 or 9:45 
am to join this special service. 
Sunday school classes will 
still be held at 9:45 and 11am. 
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On April 29th, we hosted a dinner to welcome recent new members to our congregation. During this last quarter, we welcomed the 
following 18 new members who are pictured below. When you meet one of these folks, give them a hearty PUMC welcome. Many 
are already hard at work at various ministries.  

NEW MEMBERS  WELCOME

Bill and Frances Brookhart Gary and Lois Miller John and Carrie Sharp

Mike Levin Michael and Andrea Nichols Jim and Debra Lowder 

Edward and Ginger Selby Doris Bevil (husband Steven joined earlier) Jim and Carleen Grossman 

Joan Hughes (husband Ralph already a 
member)

Sherry Pearson
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May 20th marks our last Sunday evening gathering for PYG 
until next school year but there will be summer gatherings 
plus retreat and mission opportunities!

The annual Lake Junaluska retreat for 6th-12th graders 
is upon us! This Methodist retreat center is set upon a 
gorgeous lake in the mountains of North Carolina. This trip 
is a great way to build bonds within our group as we grow 
in Christ together through group discussions, service, and 
worship. 

The urban summer mission trip is open to 9th-12th grade 
students. We will be teaming up with area churches for 
missions in and around Cabarrus County, NC. Types of 
ministry will change each day but with a focus on serving 
the elderly and disabled. It may be “just down the road” but 
knowing and serving the needs in our local community is 
essential and can become a useful instrument of knowledge 
to serve a broader span of communities in the future. 

PYG and the Connexion Group had a wonderful time 
fellowshipping with each other and wonderful time discussing 
how Christ plays a role in our lives no matter what the age. 

For more information on these events contact Jeremy Inman 
at youth@pumcfortmill.org
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PHILADELPHIA YOUTH GROUP

Growing in Love: Our Youth with the Connexion Group

Missions and Evangelism committees hope the Flood Bucket project added a deeper meaning to your Lenten journey. 
Your prayers, generosity and love allowed us to deliver 69 buckets to the UMCOR warehouse in Terrell, North Carolina. 
Through the SC United Methodist Conference these buckets will reach the hands of families deep in crisis.  It is our prayer 
that these families will use these buckets to help begin the cleaning process, but more importantly, that they will feel the 
restoring love of God that was packed into every bucket.

Since the last newsletter, members have contributed 177 pounds of food to the Fort Mill Care Center food bank. That 
gives us a total of 544 pounds, well on our way to ONE TON. These contributions are very much needed, but we are behind 
last year at this time. Drop your donation off in the cart at the back of the church.
Announcements:

• Church members are encouraged to return old “Upper Rooms” and other devotional materials to 
the library to be passed out to the inmates by the Prison Ministries group who visits them.

• Did you order a PUMC T-shirt? T- shirts will be ready to be picked up after each church service on 
Sunday, May 20, in the Narthex.

• Connexion Group will be helping Nic Gold on Thursday, May 17th, 9:30am.  We will put together the 
many activities for VBS and will head out to Empire Pizza for lunch.

OUR MISSION: TO MAKE DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE WORLD, BY… 

WORSHIPING IN LOVE, GROWING IN LOVE, SERVING IN LOVE

“Worship the Lord with gladness”
 Psalm 100:2

“Grow in grace and knowledge” 
2 Peter 3:18

“Do justice: love kindness: walk humbly 
with God”              Micah 6:8

continued from page 3



MAY - MONTH AT A GLANCE

The congregation is invited to lunch to help us congratulate our 
graduates and wish them well on Sunday May 6th, 12pm. Fried 
chicken and cake provided. Bring a side dish if you like.

A part of the UMW purpose is to help women of the church 
connect, grow and share. All woman are invited for Girls’ Night 
Out on May 15th 6pm, Fellowship Hall. “Girls Got Game” is a 
night filled with games, prizes, food, fun & fellowship. Bring your 
mother, daughter, sister, or friend! Clay Hasty will be preparing 
our BBQ dinner and UMM are our servers! Cost is $8/plate. 
Please purchase your ticket by May 6th in the Gathering Room. 
Nursery provided. 

Thanks to all who participated in the Jump Rope making night for Operation Christmas Child. UMW will continue to make jump 
ropes in anticipation of our Pancake Packing Party on Sept 5th. We have T-shirt’s available if you are willing to make jump ropes at 
your home. Contact Cindi at cahaly@comporium.net

1691 Hwy. 160 
Fort Mill, SC 29708

Senior Pastor - Rev. Becky Shirley
Director of Worship Art - Jim Lowder
Director of Children & Family Ministries - Nic Gold
Office Manager - Denise Watson

803-548-0102 
Office Hrs: Mon - Thurs
   9am - 12:30pm
info@pumcfortmill.org
www.pumcfortmill.org

Address Staff

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

Date Event Time

Fri - Sat May 4-5 Strawberry Festival - UMM pork chop sandwich booth 3-hr shifts

Sat, May 05 Adopt a Highway Cleanup 9:00 AM

Sun, May 06 Graduation Luncheon 12:00 PM

Sun, May 06 Children's Concert 4:00 PM

Sun, May 06 Next Steps Class for prospective members 2:30 PM

Mon, May 07 Missions and Evangelism Committee 6:30 PM

Tue, May 08 Senior Friends 11:30 AM

Fri, May 11 Friends In Christ Circle 10:00 AM

Sat, May 12 Samaritan's Feet (off-site) / AED-CPR Training 9:00 AM

Mon, May 14 Trustees Meeting 7:00 PM

Tue, May 15 Girls' Night Out 6:00 PM

Thu, May 17 Connexion Group 9:00 AM

Thu, May 17 Finance Committee 7:00 PM

Sat, May 19 Men in the Mirror 7:00 AM

Sat, May 19 Health & Wellness Fair 10:00 AM

Sun, May 20 One Service – Youth & Confirmation Sunday 11:00 AM

Sun, May 20 Church Council 3:00 PM

Mon, May 21 UMM Baseball Game - Charlotte Knights 5:00 PM

Sun, May 27 Nurture Committee 2:00 PM


