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Worshiping in Love

Growing in Love

Serving in Love

OFFERINGS&
REFLECTIONS
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CONFIRMED IN THE FAITH
congregation’s worship service and engaged in service as we
worked with mentors and other PUMC members at Samaritan’s
Feet in Charlotte.

There is an old African proverb that
states, “It takes a village to raise a
child.” Likewise, I firmly believe that
while it is the parents’ job to raise a
child, the church is called to play a
vital role in supporting each individual’s growth as a disciple of
Jesus Christ. One of the ways we do this in the UMC is through
the Confirmation process.

The youth in this year’s confirmation class were supported
by the faith of their parents and the gift of time, prayer and
encouragement given by seven faith-filled mentors: Shannon
Dolch, Elizabeth Graver, Brandon Schaeffer, Gary Smith, Scott
Twiddy, Brian VerHage and Glenda Warren. Throughout this
journey, it has been our prayerful hope that seeds of faith
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Psalm 145:4 “One generation shall
commend your works to another, and
shall declare your mighty acts.”
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This year I had the privilege of working
with seven wonderful young persons in our
church as I led our 2018 Confirmation Class
journey: Connor Clark, Darren Connell, Russell
Connell, Jadyn Forbes, Kara Gommer, Nathan
Sageser and Reagan White. Why we engage
in missions, our understanding of God,
Jesus’s life and teachings, the meaning of the
sacraments, and the Wesleyan Quadrilateral
were all discussion topics that allowed us
to drill down into our faith. We explored
our extended church body by visiting the
SC United Methodist Conference Office and
learned about our “connection” with United
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Methodists worldwide, visited the campusSof Growing in Love: (From L-R) Russell Connell, R
E Connor Clark, Darren Connell, Nathan Sageser.
H
S
and
I P White, Kara Gommer, Jordyn Forbes
Epworth Children’s Home, attended a Jewish Regan
• Pastor Becky Shirley.
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PUMC YOUTH SHINE ON PENTECOST SUNDAY
On May 20th the congregation celebrated Pentecost Sunday
by welcoming seven confirmands into the church. The
confirmands- Connor Clark, Darren Connell, Russell Connell,
Jadyn Forbes, Kara Gommer, Nathan Sageser and Reagan
White- affirmed their membership that same day by using their
gifts to lead Youth Sunday Service alongside 12 other members
of Philly Youth Group (PYG). The youth filled every role from

greeting, to worship music leadersship, to audio/video duties,
to leading children’s time and delivering the service’s sermon.
They blessed PUMC with a beautiful service and message on
understanding that God has a plan for everyone and that the
spiritual journey is the unlearning of fear and the re-acceptance
of love, because love is God’s ultimate will and our purpose as
continued on page 2

OFFERINGS&
REFLECTIONS

PUMC YOUTH SHINE
continued from page 1

continued from page 1

human beings.

have been firmly planted in the
confirmands’ lives. Seeds that we
pray will grow and mature in the
years ahead and yield a bounty of
increasing faith in God and a strong
commitment to the church of Jesus
Christ.

Lunch for the confirmands and
their families, their guests, and
the mentors followed the service.
Thank you to all those volunteers
for preparing and serving the
delicious meal on this special
day, and their caring spirit.

We encourage all of you to welcome
these confirmands and to look for
ways to continually be involved
with the children and youth that
you encounter at PUMC. As you get
to know the children and youth and
build a friendship and relationship,
you will find that you are one who
is blessed. I know that is true in my
case for I have been eternally blessed
by my interactions with the amazing
children and youth who call PUMC
their church family. May it be so for
each of us as we worship in love, grow
in love and serve in love together.
With Joy,
Becky

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES
SHIPWRECKED VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Volunteer Registration for this year’s VBS (July 23-26) is now open. Please go to the PUMC
website to register to for one of many volunteer spots. VBS is a highly effective way of
discipling and reaching children for the Lord. We need your help to make it possible.
SUNDAY SCHOOL
URGENT:
Children’s
Sunday
School
attendance has been growing over the past
several months. More and more children
are coming, and more frequently. We need
additional assistants who can help the
lead teachers with these classes. Please
consider and pray about volunteering for one
or two Sundays a month to help with this
growing need. Contact Nic Gold, nicolas@
pumcfortmill.org 803-548-0102, ext. 226

Growing in Love: PUMC Joy Praize.

FAMILY MOVIE NIGHT

WORSHIP
MINISTRY

Thanks to the 50 plus people who came out to watch
Ferdinand at our Family Movie Night. We had a great
time, and we appreciate the families who were able
to participate. Look for another Family Film Night this
Summer.
CHILDREN’S CONCERT
On May 6th our Children’s Choirs - Little Lights, Joy
Praize, and Joyful Noize blessed us with a wonderful

Growing in Love: PUMC Little Lights.

continued on page 5

HISTORY MOMENT: Philadelphia’s Heritage
THE BEGINNING: In 1729 while a student at
Oxford University, John Wesley and a small
group of students started meeting regularly
and devoted themselves to a strict “method”
of study and religious practice. John, his
younger brother Charles and George Whitefield,
who all became clergymen in the Church of
England, were the three principal figures in
the origin and development of Methodism.
They called themselves the Holy Club but
other students and leaders labeled them as
“Methodists”. The Methodist movement grew
across England, Scotland, and Ireland. As the
“new world” was being settled the movement
came to America. As early as 1735 John and
Charles Wesley came to the Georgia Colony
to minister to the colonialists and teach the
Gospel to Native American tribes. Following
the American Revolution most of the Anglican

clergy, who had been in America, went back
to England. John Wesley sent Thomas Coke
to America and along with Francis Asbury
who had stayed in America, they founded the
Methodist Episcopal Church in 1784, which
became the largest denomination in America
during the 19th Century. Coke and Asbury
became the first American Methodist bishops.
South Carolina Methodist history: It is recorded
that John Wesley visited the “Lowcountry” in
1737 and in 1738 George Whitefield made his
first visit and started establishing “societies”.
Bishop Asbury made his first visit in 1785 and
came back annually for the next 30 years. The
first meeting of an Annual Conference is listed
as 1787. About 30 years later, in 1815 we
read the first recorded information related to
the establishment of Philadelphia Methodist
Church.
Continued Next Month

On Sunday, July 1st, 11:00am,
we will have a unified worship
service starting at 11:00. A
Church-wide picnic will follow
at the church. Mark this on
your calendar and wear your
red PUMC T-shirts! Don’t have
one? There are still a few shirts
available for purchase, or we
can order more. Email LeeAnn
Clark: lpisarek27@gmail.com
CONTEMPORARY MUSICIANS
Do you enjoy playing music
for the love of music and have
a love for the Lord, or do you
know somebody that does?
Guitarist and other musicians
are very much needed for the
9:45 Contemporary Service.
Contact Jim Lowder at jim@
pumcfortmill.org, or phone
number 803-548-0102 (office),
704-562-5570 (cell).

PHILADELPHIA YOUTH GROUP
While PYG will not meet on Sunday evenings throughout the summer, there will be opportunities for fellowship, service, and
faith-based activities. On June 9th we will attend JAARS Day in Waxhaw, NC to learn about Bible translation and how they make
it possible to distribute the message to the most remote places on Earth.
To learn more about our summer events for youth please contact Jeremy Inman at youth@pumcfortmill.org .

GRADUATES
Our graduates have spent many years in the halls of PUMC. Some were baptized here, others confirmed and all have served
in the body of Christ in many ways. We pray that we’ve done a good job of mentoring and teaching the ways of Christ to
help them build a strong faith foundation. It is with excitement and some sadness that we celebrated the next step in their
lives at our annual luncheon. Thank you to everyone who helped
with lunch and especially those who came to lunch to personally
congratulate them and learn more about their future plans. Please
keep these young persons in your prayers

UNITED METHODIST MEN

Growing in Love, Our 2018 graduates have a firm foundation for life.

FINANCE COMMITTEE

T

April 2018 giving was the 2nd strongest April in the last seven
years and exceeded expectations allowing us to make an
additional month of apportionment payments. Year to date
giving remains slightly under expectations but we are seeing
improved weekly giving over the last 6-8 weeks. Giving to
General and Building Funds was $60,828
D METH
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in April and $211,925 year to date.
Expenses remain below budget for
the year. General Fund cash position
at month end was sound and higher
than projected and, higher than a
year ago.
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Serving in Love. The UMM Pork chop Sandwich Booth was a great
success at the Fort Mill Strawberry Festival.
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The Pork Chop Sandwich booth at the Strawberry Festival in
early June raised about $3,000 and we sold out of pork chops
before closing! Thank you to everyone who helped or stopped
by for dinner! This annual fundraising effort supports UMM
programs and our activities aimed at serving in love and
growing in love. Additionally, UMM enjoyed a great Charlotte
Knights baseball game Monday May 21st. Check the Month at a
Glance calendar for upcoming UMM events.
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FALL FESTIVAL PLANNING COMMITTEE
Saturday, Oct 6th is the PUMC Annual Fall Festival. Thank you to the UMW and UMM for keeping this
tradition alive through years. This year our aim is to make this an even bigger church-wide and special
community event, but we need your ideas and connections!. We are just in the planning stages and
could really use your help. If you would like to be a part of growing this church tradition into a fun family,
spirit-filled, fundraising day, please contact Gordon Connell at connellg@bellsouth.net, or 954-494-7793.

MISSIONS & EVANGELISM

Get Involved!
PUMC will join in mission for a Habitat for Humanity rebuilding project in Fort Mill on
Saturday, June 16. Sign up for Habitat for Humanity Mission in the Narthex at an upcoming
service, or online.
The May Samaritan’s Feet mission to bundle shoes for those
in need was a great success! PUMC maintains a strong
connection to this wonderful organization whose mission is
“Creating a world with zero shoeless children”.
Check out the Month at a Glance calendar for upcoming
Missions and Evangelism opportunities, or if you’re interested
in attending the upcoming committee meeting.
Serving in Love. PUMC at Samaritan’s Feet warehouse.

NURTURE NOTES

CONNEXION GROUP

One of the goals of PUMC is to show love and support to
members of all ages. One way we do this is through our Senior
Friends program, led for many years by Liz Sine. Senior Friends
meets on the 2nd Tuesday of each month and while focused on
the older members of our church, anyone is welcome. Meals as
covered dish lunches, picnics and road trips are combined with
activities such as musical programs, speakers, or games. But,
most importantly, our seniors have a chance to be together in
fellowship and be reminded that they are an important part of
our PUMC family!
June 12th at 11:30am, we will cookout and seniors are asked to
bring a side dish (hamburgers and hotdogs provided).

On May 17th, our Connexion Crew helped Nic prepare materials
for over 200 children to enjoy at Vacation Bible School in July
this year. It was a team effort to get items sorted, cut, put
together, counted and organized. After our work session, we
headed over to Empire Pizza for some fellowship and some
delicious luncheon choices!
We will not be meeting in June and July, but will gather again for
our annual picnic in August at Caroline Helms’ beautiful home!
If you would like to join our fun next year, please contact Pat
and George Wilson. gpwilson71@gmail.com.

Serving in Love. Senior Friends don hats for the Kentucky Derby.

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES
concerts. Little Lights is our preschool
choir and they were adorable singing
childhood favorites about Jesus.
Joyful Noize reminded us we should
always be mindful of our attitude
and Joy Praise presented a fantastic
musical showing us that God is the
only treasure we need.

continued from page 3

Serving in Love: The Connexion Crew helped Children’s Ministry
prepare materials for the upcoming Vacation Bible School.

JUNE - MONTH AT A GLANCE
Date

Event

Time

Mon-Wed. June 4-6

United Methodist Church Annual Conference

All Day

Mon, June 4

Missions & Evangelism Committee Mtg.

6:30pm

Fri, June 8

Friends in Christ

10:00am

Sat, June 9

Youth Visit JAARS

8am-2pm

Mon, June 11

Worship Committee

5:30pm

Mon, June 11

Trustees Meeting

7:00pm

Tue, June 12

Senior Friends

11:30am

Tue, June 12

UMM Dinner Meeting

7:00pm

Thu, June 14

Finance Committee Mtg.

7:00pm

Sat, June 16

Men in the Mirror

7:00am

Sat, June 16

Habitat for Humanity Volunteer Service

8am-4pm

Sat, June 16

Youth to Forbes House

4-6pm

Tue, June 19

Salkehatchie Participants Lunch

11:30am

Thu, June 21

Salkehatchie Participants Lunch

11:30am

Sun, June 24

Nurture Committee Mtg.

2:00pm

Sun, June 24

Church Council Mtg.

3:00pm

Sun, July 1

One Worship Service - Let Freedom Sing Picnic to follow

11:00am

Mon-Thu, July 23-26

PUMC Vacation Bible School - Shipwrecked

Twice Daily

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Girls Got Game was a fantastic success and we think we’ve
discovered a new yearly tradition! Women and girls of all ages
and many new friends gathered to fellowship and dine together.
There was a lot of joyous laughter as we played thought provoking
games like church trivia, count the crosses, name that Christian
tune, and names in the Bible. The competition was tough, but the
winning team was “The Magnificent 7”!
June 19th & 21st, the UMW will be providing lunch at our church
for the Salkehatchie work groups in the area. The home cooked
meals and air conditioning are a welcome treat for those here for
the week to work on local homes in need of repair.

Growing in Love, The competition was tough, but the
winning team was “The Magnificent 7”!

The UMW supports a local family every year. The support varies based on the family’s need. This year, our family needs bed for their
children. If you have one of the following types of beds you’d like to donate; please let us know. Twin bunk bed (with mattresses),
another twin mattress, a pull out couch or futon. Monetary donations are also welcome.
Contact Cindi Cahaly Cahaly@comporium.net to help with any UMW mission.
Address

803-548-0102
Office Hrs: Mon - Thurs
9am - 12:30pm

1691 Hwy. 160

info@pumcfortmill.org

Fort Mill, SC 29708

www.pumcfortmill.org

Staff

Senior Pastor - Rev. Becky Shirley
Director of Worship Art - Jim Lowder
Director of Children & Family Ministries - Nic Gold
Office Manager - Denise Watson

