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Worshiping in Love

Growing in Love

Serving in Love
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BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE

“Everyone then who hears these words
of mine and does them will be like a wise
man who built his house on the rock.”
		
– Matthew 7:24 (ESV)
In the movie Ratatouille, the food
critic, Anton Ego, writes:

takes vision, energy and risk. It takes remembering that we are
created in the image of God who is the master builder of all of
life. It takes embracing the truth that because we are created
in God’s image, each one of us is called and empowered by the
Holy Spirit to be builders ourselves. As builders, we use our time,
talent and treasure in a variety of creative ways to build many
things, not the least of which is our life and the communities
in which we live. Jesus’s words in the Sermon on the Mount
give us instructions on the kind of communities His followers
are called to build. They are to be communities grounded in
God’s Holy Word: communities where healing words are spoken
and courageous actions are taken – communities where lives
torn apart by injustices can be reconstructed by God’s grace
– communities where broken hearts are pieced back together
through acts of compassion seasoned with prayer and where
new beginnings are created out of endings.
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The theme of the Newsletter this month is “building,” but too
often we find it is far easier to tear down than to build up. Building

CH

judgment. We thrive on negative criticism, which is fun to write
and to read. But, the bitter truth we critics must face is that, in
the grand scheme of things... the average piece of junk is probably
more meaningful than our criticism designating it so.”

T

D METH
OD
“In many ways the work of a critic is
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easy. We risk very little, yet enjoy a
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position over those who offer up theirI work and their selves to our
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continued on page 2

TRUSTEES ANNOUNCE COLUMBARIUM AT PUMC
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In a major new build for PUMC, the Cemetery Committee chaired by Jim Price, Cemetery
Steward, has planned a columbarium (an alternative to ground burials for the ashes
are designed to seamlessly match
Rof those cremated). The new structure and garden
RV
S Harchitecture of our church. The Trustees
E
the
have
been
working closely with Jim and
S
I
P
•
the Cemetery
I N G Committee and approved
G this project. The PUMC Council recceived an
N
I
•
W
G R O project at its May Monthly Meeting and has endorsed the
update on the Columbarium
project. It is noteworthy that the cemetery is entirely self-funded and has the cash onhand to proceed with construction without affecting the church budget.
Construction will begin soon and is expected to take just a few months to complete.
The Columbarium will be located at the northwest corner of the PUMC cemetary and
more information about this new addition that will honor our loved-ones with a beautiful
resting place will be coming in the future.
Your Philadelphia United Methodist Church Board of Trustees includes Don Brenwald,
Barry Boval, Gary Boyd, Tom Edwards, Rusty Fuller, Linda Hill, David Kost, Alison
Starosky and Connie Martin. These team members ensure the maintenance, safety
and enhancement of our church building. Many of their activities may go completely
unnoticed, from installing dusk to dawn motion detection lights to supplying recycling
bins, but they all improve upon our church.
continued on page 2
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As you read, you will learn about
some of the ways PUMC’s members
and United Methodists around
the globe are engaging in the
compassionate work of justice and
mercy so that some of God’s children
who live on the margins of life might
enjoy a better tomorrow. While these
articles celebrate the good work that
has been accomplished, I believe
they will also inspire you to renew
your commitment to: Do all the good
you can, by all the means you can, in
Growing in Love: This design ensures privacy in sound and sight lines, and will provide a place of
solitude as a resting place for loved-ones and those persons visiting the PUMC Columbarium
continued from page 1

A few of our recent initiatives include:
Analyzing and updating building use plans
Permit submission for outdoor electric outlet for the set-up of new Outdoor Life
Center
• Hosting a Pennsylvania Methodist Church Choir en route to a Charleston service
project
• Installing an AED and providing for training
• Analyzing next steps for enhancing our church’s safety from recent sheriff
department’s assessment
Contact: Connie Martin Connie.Martin@duke-energy.com for more information about
the work of the Trustees.

MISSIONS & EVANGELISM

•
•

all the ways you can, in all the places
you can, at all the times you can, to
all the people you can, as long as
ever you can.
I look forward to great things God
has in store for us to do together as
“building partners” for The Kingdom.
Building with you,

Becky

On June 16th, many members of the Congregation answered
the call and came out to aide with the housing needs of
others with a Habitat for Humanity Rebuild.
Jorday Lydaker, York County Habitat for Humanity Director,
wrote:
“I wanted to thank you and all of the volunteers from Philadelphia
UMC who helped out this weekend to repair Ms. Lillie Mae
Adams’ home…Your dedication and enthusiasm for completing
the task at hand and helping out in whatever way possible is
much appreciated. The support of groups such as yours is the
main reason we’re able to make as large of an
impact as we do in York County.”
Thank you to all who volunteered or
supported the effort to help PUMC live
out its mission statement. Mark your
Serving in Love: Jason Cahaly
joined eight other members on the calendars for the Habitat for Humanity
New-Build on Saturday, August 4th.
Habitat for Humanity rebuild.

Serving in Love: Glenda Warren
leads PUMC Habitat for Humanity
outreach.

PHILADELPHIA YOUTH GROUP
On June 10th it was JARRS Day (Jungle Aviation And Radio
Service) for PYG who visited the organization that helps spread
the Word of God in countless languages to the most remote
parts of the Earth. The youth were able to ride in helicopters,
airplanes, and 4x4 vehicles to experience the different modes
of transportation needed to achieve this goal.

Growing in Love: Youth
and
leaders
attended
JARRS Day at their world
headquarters in Waxhaw,
NC to gain knowledge on the
many ways missionaries are
at work in our world.

YOUTH CAMERADERIE

Serving in Love: Nothing but smiles as the Catawba Salkehatchie camp
has enjoyed 20 years of delicious lunches from the UMW before repairing
local houses.

Salkehatchie is a youth mission of the SC United Methodist
Church which PUMC has supported for over 30 years. It is
more than just a church outreach program, it is more than
just a volunteer group, and it is more than just a summer
youth camp; Salkehatchie is building faith in action. Youth
volunteers head into rural, low-income communities to work in
difficult conditions, allowing themselves to be the face, hands
and feet of Christ. Several PUMC members volunteer at other
Salkehatchie Camps throughout the Carolinas and our church
has a long relationship with Salkehatchie Camp Pee Dee in
Bennetsville, SC.

FINANCE COMMITTEE

T

Our church building houses more than just Sunday morning
services; we grow, worship and serve in this beautiful
building. It allows us to minister to our local community and
beyond through the ministries of our church and provides
a place to study the Word of God. Here is an update as of
D METH
May with regards to the finances of
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buildings. We owe $128,521 on the
parsonage, and $1,171,517 on
the church building. We’ve paid
a total of $50,622.60 in loan
payments this year, $28,904
going toward the principal.
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PYG is an opportunity for our youth get togehter with mentors
and a small group of peers to study the scriptures and pray.
It offers a safe and fun environment where they can explore
their faith relationships with Jesus Christ, their peers and
adult mentors. Each year when school’s out we get together
to relax and celebrate the year. The Forbes family hosted us
at their home and we had a fun time, ate some great food, and
discussed Jeremiah 32:17 “Ah, Sovereign Lord, you have made
the heavens and the earth by your great power and outstretched
arm. Nothing is too hard for you.”

PUMC HOSTS SALKEHATCHIE
SUMMER SERVICE VOLUNTEERS
WORKING IN FORT MILL
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Growing in Love: On June 16th PYG met to build
relationships and enjoy an evening together on Lake Wylie.
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NEW STAFF-PARISH RELATIONS TEAM CHAIR
John Sageser was confirmed chair of the Staff Parish Relations Team by PUMC Charge Conference on
Sunday, June 24th called as part of the monthly PUMC Council meeting. John is the regional personnel
manager for a large multi-plant company and brings a wealth of experience to the role. We would like
to thank Lee Bowers for his leadership as SPRT chairperson during the past several years. Lee and his
wife Em are moving and will be missed. The SPRT continues to interview Youth Ministry candidates.

NURTURE NOTES
We believe, every member is a vital part of our congregation
and needs to be shown they are not forgotten when they are
not able to be present in our church building. The Nurture
Committee has several volunteers who:
• Send cards to the sick or to those who need our thoughts
and prayers
• Visit shut-ins on a regular basis, taking them small gifts
or sending a friendly card
• Send cards and gifts to college students so they know
they are loved
• Supply meals for the sick or when someone suffers the
loss of a loved one
We could not do all this without the volunteers who serve in
all the ways mentioned and more. Thank you, thank you for
your service. If you may be interested in helping the Nurture
Committee, please contact Eve Chapman: 803-207-2391
evechapman@comporium.net

UNITED METHODIST MEN
United Methodist Men has the mission
to build and disciple men that God can
use in positive and productive ways in
their families, churches, communities,
and the world. We want to be Jesus Led,
Christ Centered, and Disciple Driven.
In June, United Methodist Men helped long-time member Polly
Merritt, who is home-bound, with some much needed yard
maintenance, and also participated in the PUMC Habitat for
Humanity re-build day in Fort Mill. In July, we are preparing the
church-wide picnic meal following the Let Freedom Sing Sunday
July 1st church service and will help with Vacation Bible School
set-up starting on the 19th.. Contact Will Cotton, wmcotton@
bellsouth.net about becoming involved with UMM.
Men in the Mirror will meet on Saturday July 21st at 7:00 AM.
This is a time of spiritual renewal for men. The topic this month
is: Freedom! What Freedom?

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES
VBS BUILDING FAITH IN THE NEXT GENERATION
VBS is almost upon us (July 23-26) and we are still in need of volunteers who can help make this a great even that teaches
kids the love of Jesus. For the Morning and Evening Sessions we currently need the following:
MORNING
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Registration Helper
Video/Sound Help
Preschool Crew Leaders and Assistants
Preschool Kid Vid Assistant
Preschool Bible Story Leader and Assistant
Preschool Imagination Station Leader
Elementary Crew Leaders and Assistants
Elementary Kid Vid Assistant
Elementary Games Assistant
Kitchen Leader

EVENING
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Registration Leader
Video/Sound Helpers
Elementary Crew Leaders and Assistants
Elementary Bible Story Assistant
Elementary Kid Vid Leader and Assistant
Elementary Games Assistant
Kitchen Leader and Helpers

Please go to the PUMC website to register to for one of many volunteer spots
or contact Nic Gold nicolas@pumcfortmill.org 803-548-0102, ext. 226. VBS is a
highly effective way of discipling and reaching children for the Lord. We need
your help to make it possible.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Children’s Sunday School attendance has been growing over the past several months. More and more children are coming,
and more frequently. We need more assistants who can help the lead teachers with these classes. Please consider and pray
about volunteering for one or two Sundays a month to help with this growing need. Contact Nic Gold if interested.nicolas@
pumcfortmill.org 803-548-0102, ext. 226

HISTORY MOMENT: Philadelphia’s Building History
At PUMC we have a history of building. Since
earliest days in the history of Philadelphia when
worship services, meetings and Christian study
were held in homes and under arbor, there have been
six different buildings that housed our “church”.
Although we don’t have many details about the
oldest Philadelphia buildings, we know there were
three prior and we have images that show the
three different churches that occupied our present
site (1907, 1943 and 2006). Major renovations on
the 1943 building took place in 1963 and 1992.
Each new building was constructed to make more
room for worship and ministry. Our membership
increased from the early days of less than 50 to
more than 750 at present. These buildings allow
us to be Disciples of Christ and carry out God’s
work by the new ministries that develop here. I
remember every time a renovation, addition or new
Growing in Love: Mortage on fire - as seen here in 1966; the tradition of
building was being planned at PUMC, there was
burning the mortgage documents when it was paid in full!
much concern about our ability to afford to proceed.
Each time, we took a leap of faith and God provided the means has grown substantially, we are still relatively small and this
for us, sometimes allowing us to pay-off mortgages early. One sentiment still holds true. Throughout our nearly 200 years,
of the early members noted: “Philadelphia never had a large Philadelphia has had many saints before us that have been
membership, but I don’t believe there was ever a congregation “devoted” to God and we have remained a vital part of the Fort
more devoted to their church”. Although our membership Mill area. Doug Chapman dougchapman@comporium.net

SC UMC ANNUAL CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
In a rousing sermon, Bishop
L. Jonathan Holston opened
the 2018 South Carolina
Annual Conference by calling
on clergy and lay delegates
to remember why the church
was built. “Sometimes we
think of the church as nothing
but bricks and mortar, but the
church is defined by people
who have committed their lives to Jesus Christ, people who
are dedicated to service in their community and wherever
God leads them.” The Annual Conference met during June
for prayer, inspiration, ordination of new pastors and the
appointment of clergy. Jim Price, a lay delegate to this
Conference said: “The strength of our connectional ties
to the Conference is not always recognized by our local
church members. We should better embrace the power and
assistance we receive from the Conference.” Our pastor,
Becky Shirley, was reappointed to PUMC.

The UMW serves to build up
others. The United Methodist
Women’s purpose is to know
God and experience freedom
as whole persons through
Jesus Christ; to develop a creative supportive fellowship; and to
expand concepts of mission through participation in the global
ministries of the church.
Each year the PUMC UMW supports the following state
projects: Killingsworth Home for Women, Wallace Family Life
Center, John’s Island Mission, Bethlehem Community Center
in Spartanburg and Columbia. We are also devoted to helping
within the PUMC community by hosting bereavement meals,
graduation luncheon, Operation Christmas Child packing party,
meals for Winthrop Wesley and Salkehatchie. We “adopt” a local
family every year and called on to lend physical and financial
support to church projects.
PUMC has three circles (small sub-groups) who meet monthly
to grow in love with one another and in our relationship to
continued on page 6

JULY - MONTH AT A GLANCE
Date

Event

Time

Sun, July 01

Let Freedom Sing & Church Picnic

11:00 AM - 2:00 PM

Mon, July 02

Missions & Evangelism

6:30 PM

Mon, July 09

Trustees Meeting

7:00 PM

Tue, July 10

Senior Friends (Meet at Church)

11:15 AM

Wed, July 11

PYG serves at Urban Ministry Center

10:00 AM - 1:30PM

Thu, July 12

Finance Committee

7:00 PM

Fri, July 13

Friends in Christ Circle

10:00 AM

Sun, July 15

Church Council

3:00 PM

Sun, July 15

PYG - Lackey Pool Party

4:00 - 6:00 PM

Tue, July 17

VBS Training

10:00 AM

Tue, July 17

JR Jones Circle

6:30 PM

Wed, July 18

VBS Training

6:00 PM

July 19, 20, & 21

VBS Setup

12:00 PM

Sat, July 21

Men in the Mirror

7:00 AM

Sun, July 22

VBS Training

12:00 PM

Mon Jul 23 - Thu Jul 26

Vacation Bible School:
Shipwrecked - Rescued by Jesus

9:30 AM & 6:15PM

Sun, July 29

Nurture Committee

2:00 PM

Sat, August 04

Habitat for Humanity - New Build

8:00 AM

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
continued from page 5

Christ, support one another in our joys and trials, and explore
new ways to serve God and our church.
• Friends in Christ: 2nd Friday of the month at 10:00 AM,
contact Marie Thompson 803-502-3467.
• JR Jones: 3rd Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM contact Ella
Boyd 803-802-3757
• Ruth Adkins: 4th Thursday at 6:30 PM, contact Kayce Ford
803-981-3290
Ladies and teens are welcome to any event or meeting.
“Membership” not required. Contact Cindi Cahaly: Cahaly@
comporium.net, to become involved and help to create and
support disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the
world.
Address

803-548-0102
Office Hrs: Mon - Thurs
9am - 12:30pm

1691 Hwy. 160

info@pumcfortmill.org

Fort Mill, SC 29708

www.pumcfortmill.org

Serving in Love: Backpacks and school supplies headed to
Wallace Family Life Center to build knowledge.

Staff

Senior Pastor - Rev. Becky Shirley
Director of Worship Art - Jim Lowder
Director of Children & Family Ministries - Nic Gold
Office Manager - Denise Watson

