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Worshiping in Love

Growing in Love

Serving in Love

OFFERINGS&
REFLECTIONS

LET THE CHILDREN COME...

“Train children in the way they should
go, and even when they are old they will
not turn from it.”
Proverbs 22:6
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A young motherO
told me that when she was a child, her mother
D
would read to her fromI a devotional titled, “Little Visits with
S
God.” “I always remembered that book,” she said, “and couldn’t
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These stories remind us that while ministries like VBS are
short-term events, the impact on the lives of children and
adults can be lifelong. Hosting an annual VBS takes a lot of
work to be sure, but ask anyone who has been involved and
you’ll hear them say “it’s worth it.” Somehow, whether we know
the words of Proverbs 22:6 by heart or not, we understand its
truth: what our words and actions teach our children, and other
people’s children, right here, right now, will be carried with them

UR

A male leader told me that when he was young he heard the
words of Micah 6:8 and witnessed folks living that verse’s
charge to do justice, to love mercy and to walk humbly with
God. He said that exposure as a child established within him a
desire to firmly commit to his life to those same values.

wait to buy it when I had my own kids.”
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I saw this “training” manifested during
Vacation Bible School (VBS) July 2326 as I witnessed adults and teens
sharing and reflecting Jesus’ love to the children each day.
Intrigued by the interaction I witnessed among the generations,
I asked some of the adults and teens to share with me how
Proverbs 22:6 has impacted their lives. Here are a few responses
I heard:

U

A female leader told me that singing in the church choir as a child
gave her a warm sense of belonging and helped her experience
the assurance that God loves her. Because that experience
was so strong, whenever she has moved to a new city, she has
always made it a point to find a church and immediately join
the choir.
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continued on page 2
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175 CHILDREN & FAMILIES
ENJOY PUMC SUMMER
2018 VBS
V
R
SH

by Nic Gold, Director of Children & Family Ministries
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A huge thank you to everyone who helped withN
this
G year’s
• GROWIN
Vacation Bible School (VBS). Everything was a roaring success
and we all had great fun, particularly the children. One hundred
and seventy-five (175) children attended and raised $370 as part
of the Operation Kid-to-Kid service component of VBS that was
raising money to help buy seeds for drought-resistant plants
for families on the island of Haiti. Thirty-four (34) VBS children
made first time commitments to Jesus Christ.
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Through song, craft, science, skits, Bible buddy videos and
outdoor physical activity the children learned about how Jesus
rescues all of us from struggles, worry, loneliness and sin. The
many volunteers sang and danced along as they had a chance to
th
be kids again and truly enjoy the children’s openess to learning Growing in Love: VBS children preschool to 4 grade sing and dance with
continued on page 3

volunteers to learn how limitless God’s love is for each of them.

OFFERINGS&
REFLECTIONS
continued from page 1

throughout their lives. Thank you to each of you for supporting ministries like VBS
– your gifts of time, talent and finances have the power to impact children’s lives for
eternity.
With a grateful heart,
Pastor Becky

FINANCE
COMMITTEE
Have you ever wondered what it
means when you hear someone say
that the church pays apportionments?
These are funds paid by each United
Methodist Church and are combined
to do what one single church could
not accomplish.
Each church typically pays the
apportionments monthly and the
money is divided between the
following funds:

Growing in Love: VBS
children hold hands in
prayer to start each
day.

TRUSTEES UPDATE
Our building provides dozens of ministry opportunities weekly for both PUMC and other
organizations. We ask that everyone is mindful to be good stewards of the resources
in which God has entrusted us. The kitchen and storage areas are places that easily
become messy in a short amount of time. Our storage space is near capacity and we
ask that items are not stored that do not have a specific purpose. Please make sure
your group leaves the kitchen in better condition than it was found. This includes taking
out any trash, taking all leftover food with you (or taking it to the christian outreach
organization Renewing Our Community (ROC) in Rock Hill), cleaning and putting away
all dishes and cleaning surfaces. Food stored prior to your event must be labeled. If
you want to “donate” condiments to another group, please make them aware of your
intentions. It is great to share our resources, but people are unlikely to use something
in the kitchen unless given permission. With a little love and consideration, our kitchen
will never be one person’s burden to clean, but will be a strong resource for serving
others and enjoying meals together. Thank you.

MISSIONS & EVANGELISM
The Habitat for Humanity NEW home build is on
Saturday, August 4th from 8am-4pm. There is much
excitement and joy in partnering with a family to
build their very own home. No previous experience is
required and various tasks are available for all skill
levels. Anyone 16 and older with a passion to be a part
of something greater than themselves is encouraged
to participate. We need at least 12-15 site workers
and 5-6 volunteers to provide lunch. Contact Glenda
Warren, glendaw@comporium.net.

• World Service Fund – UMC’s
global outreach ministry
• Ministerial Education Fund –
Prepares men and women for
ministry
• Episcopal Fund – Pays for the
Bishops’ salaries, travel, and
insurance
• Black College Fund – Supports
11 historically Black colleges and
universities in the U.S.
• Interdenominational Cooperation
Fund – Works in partnership with
other ecumenical organizations
to bear witness to a common
Christian faith
• Africa University Fund – Supports
the
only
Methodist-related
degree granting university on the
continent of Africa
• General Administration Fund –
Coordinates and administers
the finances of the church,
safeguards legal interests, and
maintains church records
For more information, go to: http://
w w w. u m c . o r g / h o w - w e - s e r v e /
apportioned-funds

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

The next Adopt a Road is on August 25th 9:00 am. Sign up in the Narthex.

The people of The United Methodist Church
CHURCH NAME

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES
continued from page 1

about Jesus.
VBS is always a massive undertaking involving many people: those who volunteer
that week, those who volunteer to help prepare the weeks before, and those
who make valuable donations. You are all responsible for the success of this
awesome church-wide community outreach that truly represents Worshipping in
Love, Growing in Love and Serving in Love. Thank you! You were all used by God
for this great Kingdom task. A special thanks to those who served on the VBS
Leadership Team: Daffony Bullard, Leslie Kelly, and Dawn Matchinske.

Save the Date: Roar VBS – June 24th-27th 2019
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Following the service, United Methodist Men cooked hamburgers and hot dogs for the
congregation. A big thank you goes out to the men and to everyone who brought the side
dishes and desserts. It was a wonderful celebration!

One Service Scheduled

W

On July 1st PUMC celebrated our country’s birthday with a special service that focused on our
faith and the freedom we have in the USA to express our faith! This service was entitled “Let
Freedom Sing” led by our Chancel Choir with songs and quotes from the founding fathers
of our nation. The congregation joined the choir in singing “God of Our Fathers” and “Battle
Hymn of the Republic.”
“It is impossible to rightly govern a nation without God and the Bible”. (George Washington)
“I am a real Christian - that is to say, a disciple of the doctrines of Jesus Christ”. (Thomas
Jefferson) The Christian religion is… the religion of wisdom, virtue, equity and humanity. (John
Adams)

HOMECOMING
SUNDAY - SEPT. 16th,
SAVE THE DATE

PHILAD
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Mark your calendar and plan to
attend PUMC’s Homecoming
Sunday on September 16th
at 11am. There will be one
service and a potluck meal
following where all are invited
and encourage to attend.
Homecoming Sunday is a time
to welcome back old friends,
meet new ones, and join
together as a church family
in worship and fellowship to
reflect on the church history,
renew
relationships
and
enjoy a food and christian
friendship.

Growing in Love: The Fellowship Hall was over-flowing with both people and wonderful christian fellowship
for the picnic lunch following the Let Freedom Sing Independence Day service.

Peace & Alleuia!
A special thank you to everyone for the kind words, condolences, cards and especially the prayers
we have received after the passing of my brother, Wade. After several years of pain and suffering,
we celebrate his total healing received in death. Love, Jim & Debra Lowder

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL PHOTO GALLERY
Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus

HISTORY MOMENT: Philadelphia’s Heritage
John Wesley visited the “Lowcountry” in 1737. In 1738
George Whitefield made his first visit and started establishing
Methodist “societies”. Bishop Asbury made his first visit to
South Carolina in 1785 and came back annually for the next
30 years. The first meeting of an Annual Conference is listed
as 1787. About 30 years later, in 1815 the first recorded
information related to the establishment of Philadelphia
Methodist Church.
The Sugaw Creek (later changed to Sugar Creek) Circuit of the
Catawba District of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South
was formed in December of 1815. One of the 16 preaching
places listed in the District was Thyatyrah Society. The class
leader was listed as Brother William Felts. We do not know
exactly where Thyatyrah was located, but we do know that Mr.

Felts owned the property where the first Philadelphia church
building was located. As an aside, it is interesting that 2 of the
7 churches named in the book of Revelation are in our heritage
even though there is a little different spelling today [Thyatira].
At the First Quarterly Conference, Sugaw Creek Circuit, on
March 17, 1821, Felts Meeting House was listed for the first
time but not a Thyatyrah Society. In 1832 records became
clearer that “Philadelphia – formerly Felts” was organized
on March 17, 1832. This is the date that we recognize as our
founding date; and was over 50 years before the establishment
of the Town of Fort Mill. The original location for Philadelphia
was in the vicinity of the present Founders Credit Union on
the right side of Highway 160 just before you get to the Peach
Stand.

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME
On July 1st we welcomed the following families who are pictured below into PUMC membership and had the priviledge of conducting
the baptism of little Jeremy Thrasher. When you meet one of these folks, give them a hearty PUMC welcome. Many are already
hard at work at various ministries.

D

Ron & Linda Jacoby
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Darren & Laura Ciotoli and their children
Ella and Paul

Vicky & Olivia Walkup
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Aaron, Jenna & Jeremy Thrasher
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PHILADELPHIA YOUTH GROUP
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Even during the summer, PYG members find
time to live out the PUMC mission statement.
On July 12th PYG traveled to uptown
Charlotte to volunteer at the Urban Ministry
Center helping make and serve drinks to over
R
350 neighbors during lunch. Many Syouth
H
also joined in the service to children during
IP
I
VBS. They served as crew leaders, stations N G
assistants and production help.
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PYG Annual Kick Off
Growing in Love: Summer fun at the Lackey Pool Party. On July
August 26th will be our first night back for 15th the Lackey family hosted a get together pool party for PYG.
regularly scheduled PYG meetings and we
will welcome our new 6th graders to the group!
All PYG members will meet in the sanctuary
fellow UMC youth groups in the area. There will
for orientation at 3:30 pm to review the upcoming be games, pizza and Rev. Ricky Howell, Director
PYG year and first semester event dates. ALL of Winthrop Wesley, will speak. The theme of the
youth need a parent to attend with them and rally is “Committed.” Acts 2:42, “they devoted
medical forms MUST filled out that day. After themselves to the apostles’ teaching to fellowship,
orientation, we will be on the road to Mt. Holly to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” Pick up will
UMC, in Rock Hill, to attend the UMC Rock Hill be at 8pm at PUMC. For more information contact
District Youth Rally. This is a great chance to meet Jeremy Inman, youth@pumcfortmill.org.

Serving in Love: Our Youth
visited Urban Ministry
Center to volunteer and
serve.

NUTURE COMMITTEE

College Student Ministry: Volunteers are assigned to a student to send cards, prayers, goodies etc. If you have a PUMC
student that you would like included or if you would like to help by being a volunteer, contact Jennifer Gaia, jengaia@
comporium.net.
Lay Eucharist Ministry: This new ministry is the practice of sharing the communion elements with persons who are
unwillingly absent on communion Sundays. We have 8 members who have been trained and commissioned. As Pastor
Becky blesses the elements and serves the gathered congregation, the table is extended beyond the church walls when
these volunteers take the consecrated elements to those who would like to receive this gift of God’s grace. This ministry
is offered the first week of each month. If you know of someone who is unwillingly absent and would like to receive the
sacrament of Holy Communion, please request it on the connection card in the bulletin, or email Pat Broome, pfbroome@
comporium.net.
Shut-in Ministry: We are in immediate need of more people, groups or classes to adopt a shut-in for a year. We have
several shut-ins that have no one assigned to them. If you feel lead to share Jesus’ love to those who unable leave home
very often, if at all, please Contact Jennifer Gaia, jengaia@comporium.net
Supper Club: We would like to start small supper club groups to build relationships and keep our “small church” intimacy.
If you are interested in hosting a supper club group, please contact Eve Chapman, evechapman@comporium.net.
Home Meal Ministry: PUMC has a long tradition of taking meals to those who have been in the hospital or cannot cook
for themselves at home. If you know of anyone who needs help or you would like to serve on this team, contact Eve
Chapman, evechapman@comporium.net.

continued on page 8

“Worship the Lord with gladness”
Psalm 100:2

“Grow in grace and knowledge”
2 Peter 3:18

“Do justice: love kindness: walk
humbly with God”
Micah 6:8

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Operation Christmas Child uses gift-filled shoeboxes to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible
way to children in need around the world. Since 1993, OCC has delivered more than 135
million gift-filled shoeboxes to children in more than 150 countries and territories. Pastors
and missionaries host shoebox distributions in places where people may not know Christ.
Other churches use the boxes as resources for outreach in orphanages and other at-risk
areas. After receiving a shoebox gift, children have the opportunity to enroll in The Greatest
Journey, a dynamic, 12-lesson Bible course guiding them through what it means to faithfully
follow Christ.
Throughout August, the UMW will be collecting items and monetary donations for shoeboxes
(see us in the Narthex). Back to school sales are a great time to shop for children who have
so little. Each box also needs $9 to be processed and shipped around the world. PUMC packed and shipped 158 boxes last year
and we pray for 175 this year.
Most shoeboxes start with a quality “wow” item such as a stuffed animal, soccer ball with pump, or clothing outfit. Think Christmas
morning as the child opens what might be their first gift ever! Boxes also need items like school supplies, hygiene items, tools and
toys. No candy, liquids or toothpaste.
Our Annual Pancake Packing Party is September 5th at 5:30. Kids and adults of all ages enjoy eating pancakes and packing
shoeboxes full of God’s love for children around the world. See you there!

AUGUST - MONTH AT A GLANCE
Date

Event

Time

Sat, Aug 4

Habitat for Humanity - New Build

8am - 4pm

Mon, Aug 6

Missions & Evangelism

6:30pm

Fri, Aug 10

Friends in Christ Circle

10:00am

Sun, Aug 12

Children's Sunday School Volunteer Training

12:00pm

Mon, Aug 13

Trustees Meeting

7:00pm

Tue, Aug 14

Senior Friends

11:30am

Tue, Aug 14

UMM at Pappy's Gun Range

TBA

Sun, Aug 12

Children's Sunday School Volunteer Training

6:30pm

Thur, Aug 16

Finance Committee

7:00pm

Sat, Aug 18

Men in the Mirror

7:00am

Sat, Aug 18

PYG Learn a Trade Day

8:30am - 1:30pm

Sun, Aug 19

Blessing of the Backpacks, Move Up Sunday

9:45am & 11:00am

Sun, Aug 19

3rd Grade Bible Presentation

11:00am

Sun, Aug 19

Church Council

3:00pm

Tue, Aug 21

JR Jones Circle

6:30pm

Sat, Aug 25

Adopt A Road

9:00am

Sun, Aug 26

Nurture Committee

2:00pm

Sun, Aug 26

PYG Orientation & Back to School Event

3:30pm-8:00pm

Wed, Sept 5th

Pancake Packing Party

5:30pm-7pm

NUTURE COMMITTEE
continued from page 6

Prayer Shawls: These are lovingly knit small blankets that are prayed over and are of comfort to
that in crisis. If you know someone who needs a prayer shawl, please contact Kay Mukomela,
rkmukomela@aol.com
Cards Ministry: Cards are being sent out by a group of volunteers to people who are sick,
hospitalized, or just need a word of encouragement. If you would like to help, contact Jan
Davis, stevesmom@comporium.net.

Connexions
We will be having our Annual Connexions’ Picnic at Caroline Helms’ beautiful home on Thursday,
August 23rd at 6:30 p.m. We will review past activities and discuss plans for the coming year. If
you’ve ever wondered what Connexions is all about, please join us! Contact Pat and George Wilson for more details about this fun
outing! gpwilson71@gmail.com.

Senior Friends
We will meet on August 14th at 11:30 in fellowship hall and enjoy a potato bar. Please bring a salad or a dessert. Hope to see
everyone there. New friends are always welcome. Contact Liz Sine 803-517-9895 with any questions.
Address

803-548-0102
Office Hrs: Mon - Thurs
9am - 12:30pm

1691 Hwy. 160

info@pumcfortmill.org

Fort Mill, SC 29708

www.pumcfortmill.org

Staff

Senior Pastor - Rev. Becky Shirley
Director of Worship Art - Jim Lowder
Director of Children & Family Ministries - Nic Gold
Office Manager - Denise Watson

